
SENATE .... No. 294.

The Committee ou Public Charitable Institutions, to whom was
committed the petition of the Counsellors of the Massachu-
setts Medical Society, in relation to the rate of mortality of
infants at certain State institutions, having duly considered
the same,

This memorial, presented on behalf of the Counsellors of the
Medical Society by Drs. Edward Jarvis, D. Humphreys Storer
and Asa Millet, as their committee, sets forth in substance as
follows:

'£ommcmumiltl| of iflnoondnisclto.

In Senate

EEPOET:

“ That it is stated in the circular of the Directors of the Massachusetts
Infant Asylum, in respect to the poor-houses, that ‘in the best of these
establishments there can be given, of course, but little of the special care
which this interesting class’ ‘of infants, neglected or abandoned by their
parents ’ absolutely require. ‘ln any event, the result, as learned from
exact records, is frightful. Eighty or ninety out of every hundred die
before reaching the end of their first year.’

“This is a rate of mortality greater than that which in Europe has
caused the interference of governments and examinations of some of
their foundling and lying-in hospitals, and compelled reform in those
institutions.
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“ Your memorialists respectfully request that your honorable bodies
would cause an investigation of this matter, to see if these reports are
true.

“ And if these statements are found to be correct, your memorialists
would respectfully request and urge the legislature to take such meas-
ures as may be necessary to give the infants, thus thrown upon the
charity of our Commonwealth, such means of health and life as the
present state of science offers and humanity demands.”

The character of the memorialists and the gravity of the
subject demanded the serious attention of your Committee.
The have accordingly given public hearings, and have examined
a considerable number of witnesses, and have bestowed upon
the matter their most patient deliberation.

Their first duty is to report the facts. We have been fur-
nished by the superintendent of the almshouse at Tewksbury
with transcripts from the register of that institution, (which has
been the principal receptacle for foundlings,) showing the names,
age, date of admission, date of death or date of discharge, (or
if remaining, that fact,) of every foundling admitted since its
establishment up to May first of the present year. Table A,
annexed, is a copy, so far as relates to the years 1860 to 1867,
inclusive, except that the registered number takes the place of
the name. This table shows an average mortality of over
eighty-five per cent. Even this calculation is too favorable,
because it gives the institution the benefit of those discharged
the same day or within a very few days as a saved life.

These tables include only foundlings properly so called;
there is another class to be added, embracing those born at the
almshouse or brought there with their mothers and early
deserted by their mothers’ escape. The mortality among
these, of which we have no exact account, is believed to be
nearly the same.

Table B shows the total number of deaths of children at
Tewksbury, but as the whole number is not given, the rate of
mortality is not ascertainable.

Dr. Nichols, late physician of the almshouse at Monson, (now
transferred to Tewksbury,) testified that during the eight years
of his experience at the former institution, there was an average
mortality among the foundlings of “ from 80 to 90 per cent.”
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An examination of Table A, will also show how very brief is
the life of these children and also that only five of the whole
number now remain in the institution.

It appeared in evidence that the mortality of foundlings at
the New York Almshouse at Blackwell’s Island, was just about
the same as with us—B3| percent.

These are appalling facts. They are not new. In every one
of their reports the board of state charities have alluded to this
subject. In their First Annual Report the secretary says:

There is an unhappy class of sick at Tewksbury, whose case is an
exception to ordinary rules, inasmuch as no hospital treatment can do
much to prevent death. I mean the foundlings and deserted children
who are sent there in great numbers and who die almost as fast as tfiey
are sent * * * The same miserable condition awaits these poor infants
at the other almshouses, but the great majority of them are sent to
Tewksbury. * * * It is the opinion of several physicians with whom I
have conferred, that a foundling hospital should at once be established
to receive children of this class.” (p. 264.)

In the Second Annual Report the secretary says

“The distressing mortality among foundling and deserted children at
the State almshouses which was noticed in my last year’s report, must
again be mentioned. * * * Now it is quite true that the lives of many
ot these children could not have been saved under any treatment, so
depraved was their physical constitution at their birth, or so great the
neglect which they had already suffered, but a well regulated foundling
hospital would have preserved many of them from death and all from
much misery. I know that many argue how worthless are such lives to
society, and others declare that to take good care of foundlings is to
encourage vice. But I cannot believe that either of these arguments
will have weight with the humane people of Massachusetts, when they
once understand how great this needless mortality is, and how easilymuch of it can be prevented.” (p. 150.)

The Third Report speaks emphatically upon the same point:
“ Ihir almshouses are manifestly unfit places for the reception of one

class of their inmates,—l mean the foundling and neglected children,
who are sent there in considerable numbers, and who die generally
before they are a year old. Until the community can provide bettor
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receptacles for these children, it is responsible for the death of many ;

for there is no doubt that a well ordered foundling hospital would save
the lives of a good number.” (p. 205.)

The subject is again alluded to in the Fourth Annual Report
(the present year,) page 89, in a paragraph to which we shall
allude in another connection.

But so far as your Committee are aware, this is the first time
that the matter has been thus directly presented for legislative
action.

And it is clear to us all that the subject imperatively calls for
the consideration and action of the present legislature.

At the outset we are to concede certain stern and sad facts.
Dr. Jarvis, who so ably advocated the claims of these helpless
suffer.ers before the Committee, frankly confessed them. The
State almshouses get the worst lives of the worst class.
These waifs are the children of poor, seduced and anxious
girls, against whose life criminal attempts have often been made
by their unnatural mothers. Many of them inherit loathsome
diseases, and most are of vitiated stock. Some are found
cruelly exposed ; some are drugged. All are deserted. But
making all allowances, cannot the State rescue more of them
from death than she has heretofore ? It is not the question
whether we do as well as others, (though even here we fail in
comparison with European countries,) bat whether we do as
well as we can.

And upon this point there really seems to be no room for
doubt. Those who have had most deeply impressed upon their
minds the difficulty of the problem, and the sad conditions
under which the experiment is to be made, and who are lamil-
iar with the terrible facts we have related, still express the
opinion that something may be done. No intelligent witness,
when pressed with the inquiry, doubted that something further
might be dondt The highest necessary rate of mortality among
these infants was given by an almshouse physician, not over
sanguine in his general views, as 58 per cent., while the secre-

tary of the board of state charities thinks it might be reduced
to 40 or 50 per cent,—in either case an amount of life worth
saving-.
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Indeed Dr. Wakefield thinks some improvement has already
taken place at Tewksbury. In his testimony before the Com-
mittee he estimated the mortality of the foundlings for 1866 at
87 per cent., and the average duration of life after arrival at
only 15 days, while he claims that for 1867 the rate of mortal-
ity was only 70 per cent., and the average life was lengthened
to 39 days, after arrival. The secretary of the board of state
charities seems to some extent to concur in this estimate of an
improvement at Tewksbury the past year. He says:—

“It will be noticed that the deaths of infants are but 45 this year
instead of 76, the number a year ago, while the whole number of deaths
under five years old is but 53. This is owing in part to the smaller
average number of infant children retained in the almshouse, many of
this class being sent with their mothers to Bridgewater. Yet as the
number of births has been but six less at Tewksbury than in 1865-6, the
decrease in deaths doubtless indicates that means have been found to
give infants a better chance of life. The great change has been in
retaining mothers under sentence, so that they could not abandon their
children; but there has also been an improvement in the care of such
as had no mothers to provide for them. The interest taken by Dr.
Wakefield in these cases has led to a decrease of mortality,—a most
gratifying fact.”

Without, however, analyzing the results of the last year criti-
cally, to ascertain the amount of improvement and whether it
is likely to be permanent or exceptional, your Committee are
all of opinion that no satisfactory result can be obtained with-
out a thorough change in the whole system of treatment of this
class of children.

All the testimony before the. Committee confirms the conclu-
sions of common sense, that these infants need especially three
things ;

1. Better air.
2. Better care.
8. Better food.

Upon the necessity of each of these, there is but little need
to enlarge. Essential as pure air is to all healthy life, it is
doubly needed by those who are feeble in vitality and whose
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blood is already poisoned. But these foundlings have been
huddled into rooms burdened with foul exhalations, and insuf-
ficiently provided with means of ventilation. The obvious
remedy is, separate rooms and thorough ventilation.

As to the care of these children, or rather the lack of it, the
evidence was full and uniform. At the largest establishment,
at Tewksbury, it appeared that one paid nurse had the over-
sight of all the sick on the female side, of whom there were a
large number, and of all the infants; the care of the latter
necessarily devolving upon paupers, who acted as detailed
assistants, many of them utterly incompetent and grossly
neglectful of what by right-minded persons would be esteemed
their sacred charge. No officer and no witness ventured to
defend, except on the plea of economy, this wretched make-
shift policy; and the Committee must express surprise that it
has been tolerated by successive boards of inspectors. One
infant to one person, and that person a mother

,
is nature’s law

for the rearing of the species, but wdien the child has no
mother, it is hard indeed to leave it with a dozen others to the
care, not even of a hireling, but of a pauper, ordered to her
reluctant task without compensation, and only intent upon
escaping with the least possible expenditure of care. The
State surely owes to these little ones about to perish a better
substitute for maternal care. She owes them by the obliga-
tions of humanity, intelligent and watchful supervision from a
reasonable number of competent nurses, secured and stimu-
lated by a fair compensation. The Committee are unanimously
of the opinion that no single measure will do more to give
these children a chance of life, than the employment of
skilled and paid nurses.

Lastly, as to food. And here again the child must suffer
from the mother’s defiance of nature’s laws. We cannot com-
pletely make good the loss. Where it is possible to substitute
a healthy wet nurse, much is gained over the use of artificial
diet. Thus experiments in certain foundling hospitals, in
France, wmre stated by Dr. Jarvis, who in all matters of statis-
tics is a sufficient authority, to show a mortality of only thirty-
seven per cent, among nurslings, to sixty-three per cent, among
those fed from the bottle. Your Committee, in the plan we
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shall submit, have endeavored to secure this nursing as far as
practicable. When we are obliged to depend upon artificial
food, it then becomes of consequence to procure fresh milk of
the best and most uniform quality, prepared with such modifi-
cations, under competent direction, as the state of the indi-
vidual child requires.

Has such been furnished at Tewksbury? We are compelled
to believe not. Eor about six years past the milk used at
Tewksbury has been first skimmed to make butter. The
decided preponderance of testimony is that for most of this
time no other milk was furnished the foundlings except this
skimmed milk ; it is but fair to the superintendent to say that
he testifies that when Dr. Brown, the resident physician up to
January, 1866, (since deceased,) requested that a change
might be made and fresh milk given the foundlings, it was
thereafter ordered to be furnished night and morning; but the
superintendent does not pretend that he had actual knowledge
what was fed to these children; and the nurse and other
attendants testify that nothing but skim-milk was actually
served to the foundlings, or to any one outside of the hospital
for the sick. The Committee desire frankly to say that they
do not find the rate of mortality increased after the time when,
as they suppose, the change consequent upon the making of
butter took place; but they are all of opinion that whether the
result of such a meagre diet is traceable in the statistics or not,
it is in itself of evil tendency and a cause of reproach.

We now come to ask what is the practicable remedy for the
existing evils ? The secretary of the board of state charities
relies much upon the establishment of the “ Massachusetts
Infant Asylum,” which was incorporated May 15, 1867. This
is a private charity, the object of which is to provide for
“ deserted and destitute infant children.” Its charter also
contains this provision :

“ The overseers of the poor of any
city or town in the Commonwealth, and the superintendents
and inspectors of the State almshouses, may place deserted and
destitute infants in the care of said corporation, under the laws
for the relief of the poor, and such sum shall be paid for the
temporary support of such infants as may be agreed upon
between the parties.” This asylum is located at Dorchester,
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and lias already received several inmates—a portion of them
foundlings. But its success is yet an experiment; its very
design is to be limited in its numbers ; it is not under the con-
trol of the State; it can receive or decline infants at its own
election, and it is evident it will tend to the policy of taking
selected lives. We cannot feel, nor do we know that its pro-
jectors suppose, that Massachusetts can devolve upon this
private institution the entire care of this class of pitiable suf-
ferers and outcasts. And why should it care to ? The aggre-
gate wealth and the aggregate intelligence of the State is surely
competent to produce the best results, if public attention is
aroused. As it is the glory of Christianity that it enlists the
highest in the service of the lowest, so is it the honorable pride
of Massachusetts to measure her advance in Christian civil-
ization by her devotion to the welfare of the humblest and
frailest within her borders.

The number of these children is not very large. Dr. Jarvis
informs us that the number of illegitimate births in Massachu-
setts is less than in any other country in the world; and the
secretary of the board of state charities thinks* the whole
number of foundlings proper in our State is not more than two
hundred a year. It is, therefore, quite within the ability of
the State to provide, at a very moderate expense, for that por-
tion of this class, and of the nearly allied class of deserted
children “ thrown upon the charity of our Commonwealth, such
means of health and life as the present state of science offers
and humanity demands.”

In their search for some place in which to try the experiment
of giving to these infants enlarged opportunities for living,
the attention of your Committee has been attracted to Bridge-
water as one where it can be attempted under favorable aus-
pices, and without great expense.

A considerable number of young children are already in the
public institutions there, and of them the superintendent says,
in his last report:—

“ The light mortality in the infant department is no doubt greatly
owing to the law now in force detaining the mothers; whereas by the
old system of admitting and discharging, the mothers of these infants,
after obtaining their discharge, would not unfrequently leave them to
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the charity of the public, to be returned to the almshouse, where their
chances of living would be very small after the exposure incident to
desertion.”

These views are confirmed by the report of the resident
physician, who also attributes great importance to the fact, that
in the new classification of paupers, the number at Bridgewater
has been greatly reduced; “ which circumstance,” he adds,
“ has done much to secure for us a free circulation of pure air,

a thing of vital importance to the life of these children. It
seems to us that large numbers, in institutions of this character,
where cleanliness is so difficult a tiling to enforce, must be
especially pernicious to children of this tender age, if not to
those of maturer years.”

Not only does the workhouse at Bridgewater detain mothers
for the nursing of their own children, but, as the superinten-
dent informs us, among the sentenced women are generally to
be found several, and some of them perfectly healthy, capable
of acting as wet nurses, and who could be employed with the
greatest benefit where most needed. It also happens that no
butter is made at Bridgewater, and a pure article of unskimmed
milk has always been used.

A building not now needed for other uses, and which can
easily be adapted to hospital purposes, and afford more ample
room, and better classification than has been heretofore possible,
completes the advantages of Bridgewater; unless we add to
these, without intentional disparagement to others, that the
present superintendent is a man of such large experience,
sound judgment, and indomitable energy, as to assure us that
the experiment will not fail for lack of wise and vigorous effort
to make it a success.

We believe that this now asylum will secure to its patients
the three prime conditions of improvement which we have
named, viz., better air, care and food.

To insure the wisest supervision and counsel, we have placed
it under trustees, with powers analogous to those exorcised by
inspectors of the State almshouses. We have every reason to
believe that gentlemen of high character, combining medical
experience and wise philanthropy, will be attracted to tho office
by the very novelty and difficulty of the problem to be solved.

2*
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With the confident belief that the necessity of some decisive
action is imperative, and that whatever the measure of success
may be, the least is worthy of our best efforts, we unanimously
report the accompanying Bill

ROBT. C. PITMAN,
FRANCIS B. FAY,

Of the Senate.

W. F. ARNOLD,
S. K. TOWLE,
ANSON P. HOOKER,
S. FI. GOULD,
DENNIS CAWLEY, Jr.,

Of the House.
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TABLE [A. j

Register
XT

. Age. Admission. Death. Discharge.
Number. j

1800.

13.080.. 3 weeks, . . Jan. 10, Jan. 13, ’6O,
13.191.. 6 weeks, . . 26, Mar. 1,’60,
13.222.. 5 weeks, . . 30, Feb. 7, ’6O,
13.225.. 7 months, . 31, April 12,’60,
13.576.. 2 months, . Mar. 21, 11,'60,
13.721.. 1 3 months, . May 14, June 10, ’6O,
13.765.. j 2 months, . 26, 27,’60, - -

13.765.. - 3 months, . 29, 10, ’6O,
13.795.. 5 weeks, . . June 9, j 26,’60,
13.904.. 3 months, . July 20, j Aug. 3, ’6O,
14.010.. 1 week, . . Aug. 16, 23, ’6O,
14.110.. 3 months, . Sept. 7, | Sept. 26, ’6O,
14.182.. 1 week, . . 14, 23, ’GO, :

14.412.. 8 months, . | Oct. 11, Oct. 17, ’6O, :
1801.

15.079.. 10 months, . | Jan. 21, I - - To mother, Mar. 14,’61.
15.280.. 6 days, . . Mar. 8, - - April 9, 1861.
15.334.. 1 month,. . April 1, Apr. 24, ’6l,
15.463.. 5 months, . 30, May 6,’61,
15.476.. 4 months, .

; 30, 8, ’6l,
15.641.. 6 months, . : May 17, -

- May 17, 1861.
15.663.. 3 weeks, . . 1 18, May 29, ’6l,
15.664.. 7 weeks,. . j 18, June 25,’61,
15.881.. 3 weeks, . . \ June 13, - - June 13, 1861.
16.002.. 2 weeks, . . i 22, July 2,’61,
16.092.. 1 month, . . July 1, 11, ’6l,
16.127.. |lO days, . . 5, 12,’61,
16.209.. 6 weeks, . . 11, 18,’61,
16.471.. : 1 week, . . Aug. 24, Sept. 9,’61,
16.475.. 1 month,. . 24, - - August 28, 1861.
16.818.. 2 days, . . Sept. 25, Oct. 17,’61,
16.910.. 2 weeks, . . Oct. 7, 19, ’6l,
17.275.. 1 month,. .

j Dec. 27, Jan. 13, ’62,
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Table [A.]—Continued.

Register 1
Number j Age. | Admission. Death. Discharge.

1802.
17.331.. 4 months, . Jan. 11, - - September 10,1862.
17.649.. 3 weeks, . . Mar. 21, May 14,’62,
17.844.. 1 yr. 8 mos., . April 21, April 30,’62,
17.871.. 7 years, . . 25, - To Monson, May 16,’62.
17.872.. 3 yrs. 6 mos., . 25, - -

“ “

18.137.. 2 weeks, . . June 23, July 11,’62,
18.530.. 2 months, . Aug. 23, Sept. 11,’62,
18.632.. 2 months, . Sept. 5, 12, ’62,
18.639.. 6 weeks, . . 6, To a place, Sept. 9, ’O2.

1803.

Jan. 17, May 25, ’63,19,090,. 2 months,
30, April 2, ’63,19,282,. 3 weeks, .

19.305.. i 1 month,. . Feb. 2, Feb. 21,’63, -

19.306.. 1 yr. 2 mos., . 2, April 1, ’63,
19.453.. 3 months, . 23, 5, ’63,
19.496.. 6 weeks, . . Mar. 2, Mar. 14, ’63,
19.597.. 6 months, . April 3, Aug. 12, ’63,
19.624.. 4 mouths, . 11, May 2,’63,
19.658.. 10 months, . 23, - - To mother, Apr. 27,’83.
19.738.. 4 weeks, . . May 16, June 20,’63,
19.786.. 9 months, . 21, 3,’63, - -

19.837.. 1 month,. . 28, 10, '63, -

20.091.. 5 months, . July 3, July 15,’63, -

20.029.. 1 month,. . June 25, 19, ’63,
20.083.. 8 months, . July 2, - To mother, Aug. 1,’63.
20.084.. 3 months, . 2, To mother, Aug. 1, ’63.

20.135.. 2 months, . 10, Aug. 12, ’63,
20.151.. 4 months, . 14, July 21, ’63,
20.154.. 1 month,. . 14, 27,’63, -

20.160.. 3 months, . 16, 26,’63,
20.194.. 2 weeks, . . 17, 26, ’63,

( To mother, by Sheriff20.210. . 1 yr. 9 mos., . 21, - < Clark, Boston,.lan. 19,
> > J ’ ( 1864.

20.237.. 6 months, . 22, Mar. 22, ’64,
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Table [A.]—Continued.

Register
Humber. Ase ' Admission. I Death. Discharge.

1800.

20.238.. 10 months, . July 22, j Oct. 7, ’63,
20.321.. 2 weeks, . . Aug. 3, ' Aug. 20, ’63, |
20.350.. 6 months, . 8, | 19, ’63, j
20.492.. i 1 month,. . Sept. 14, i Oct. 9, ’63, j
20.501.. j 4 months, . 17, Sept. 27,’63, I
20.742.. 5 weeks, . . Oct. 27, ' Jan. 12, ’64, I
20.763.. 5 weeks, . . Nov. 4, | Nov. 13,’63, j
20.831.. I 6 weeks, . . 24, | Dec. 14, ’63, ;20.825.. ! 2 months, . 23, 1 8, ’63,
20.948.. j 2 months, . Dec. 17, ! Jan. 4, ’64,
20.956.. ! 3 weeks,. . 18, 1,’64,
21.001.. 5 months, . 23, 1,’64, I
21.002.. 2 weeks, . . 23, 9,’64,
21.009.. | 2 weeks, . . 24, 7, ’64, I
21.023.. j 3 months, . 26, 5, ’O4, 1

1804.
21.112.. 1 yr. 6 mos., . Jan. 7, Feb. 14,’64, I
21.323.. 3 weeks, . . Feb. 6, 14, ’64,
21,329, 2 weeks, . . 8, Mar. 6, ’64,
21.474.. 1 week, . . 27, 12, ’O4,
21.476.. 2 weeks, . . 27, 14, ’64,
21.514.. 3 weeks, . . Mar. 3, 15,’64,
21.699.. 6 weeks, . . May 4, May 15,’64,
21.777.. 5 months, . 24, Aug. 16,’04,
21.780.. 3 months, . 24, !*

- - To a place, Jan. 12,'G5
21.804.. 4 weeks, . . 30, ( Sept. 24, ’64,
21.805.. 4 weeks, . . 30, July 24,’64,
21.840.. 2 months, . June 3, June 15,’64,
21.841.. 2 weeks, . . 3, 27,’64,
21.845.. 5 weeks, .

. 4, 17, ’64,
21.852.. 6 weeks, . . 6, July 21,’64,
21.880.. 5 months, . 10, Sept. 2, ’64,
21.929.. 3 weeks, . . 16, June 19,’64,
22.045.. 1 week, . . July 5, July 13, ’64,
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Table [A.]—Continued.

Age. Admission, i Death. Discharge.
Number.

I j j IXBC4.

22,162, . j 6 weeks, . . July 18, i July 26, ’64, - -

22.205.. 3 weeks, . . 23, Aug. 3, ’64,
22.267.. ' 2 weeks, . . Aug. 1,5, ’64,

22.268.. 1 week, . . 1, j 9, ’64,

22.481.. 5 weeks, . . Sept. 1, Sept. 21,’64, -

22.515.. 6 weeks, . . 7, 23, ’64, ■ -

22.544.. 1 week, . . 10, 24, ’64, f -

22.863.. 3 weeks, . . Nov. 3, Nov. 16, ’64,
23.085.. 7 weeks, . . Dec. 9, Dec. 25, ’64,
23.203.. j 1 week, . . 22, Jan. 5, ’65, j
23.204.. | 2 mouths, . 22, Feb. 1, ’65, |

1805.

23,313, . 4 months, . Jan. 7, Jan. 20, ’65, 1 -

23.459.. 1 month,. . Feb. 27, Mar. 14, ’65, !
23,524, . 6 months, . Mar. 25, July 7, ’65, > - -

23.591.. 2 months, . April 21, April 24, ’65,
23.657.. 2 months, . May 11, May 27,’65, j
23.659.. 6 weeks, . . 12, 22, ’65,

23.737.. 6 months, . 24, June 1, ’65, | - -

23.748.. 2 months, . 25, - - jToa place, May 27,’6a.
23.754.. 6 months, . 26, June 3,’65, | -

23.768.. 1 month,. . May 29, 4, ’65,
23.804.. 2 months, . June 5, July 29, ’65,
23.807.. 1 week, . . 6, June 9,’85,

23.822.. 1 week, . . 8, 19, ’65,
23.886.. 3 weeks, . . 20, 28, ’65,

23.927.. 2 yrs. 6 mos., . 28, July 7,’65, j
24.031.. 2 weeks, . . July 14, 25,’65, ' -

-

24.187.. 4 months, . Sept. 1, Sept. 17,’65,
24.212.. 4 months, . 9, Oct. 24, ’65, - -

24.683.. 1 week, . . Dec. IS, | Jan. 7,’66,

24.703.. 6 weeks, . . 21, Mar. 1, ’66,
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Table [A.]—Continued.

Register I
„

. Age. ; Admission. Death. Discharge,
Number.

1800.
24.870.. 11 weeks, . . Jan. 24, [ Feb. 14,’66, - -

24.891.. 1 month,. . 27, 17, ’66, -

24.916.. 3 months, . 31, 13, ’66, - -

24.932.. 4 weeks, . . Feb. 2, 16,’66,
24.933.. 3 months, . 2, 13, ’6O, -

-

24.934.. 2 months, . 2, ! Oct. 10, ’66,
24.948.. j 2 months, . 5, j Feb. 18, ’O6,
24.957.. 7 weeks, . . 6, j - - Feb. 20, 1860.
25.093.. 4 weeks, . . 26, Mar. 8, ’66,
25.096.. 2 months, . Mar. 2, , April 2, ’66, -

25.121.. 3 months, . 2, 1 Mar. 10, ’66, t
-

-

25.122.. , 3 months, . 5, i 23, ’66, , -

25.140.. j 3 days, . . 8, 10, ’66,

25.157.. | 6 months, . 15, | Apr. 12, ’66, j -

25.204.. 3 months, . 27, Mar. 25, ’66, -
-

25.264.. 4 weeks, . . April 6, Apr. 4, ’66, - -

25.308.. 6 weeks, . . 6, - - To a place, Apr. 6, ’66.
25.379.. 6 weeks, . . 18, Apr. 27, ’66,
25.483.. 9 months, . May 4, - - May 29, 1866.
25.490.. 1 month, . . [ 7, May 17, ’66, - -

25.542.. - | 14, July 10,’66,
25.551.. 1 yr. 6 mos., . j 15, - - Remaining.
25.552.. j 2 years, ... 15, -

-

“

25.670.. | 6 months, . I June 1, - June 21, 1866.
25.744.. ' 2 weeks, . . 12, June 26, ’66, - -

25.751.. j 2 weeks, . . | 13, 27, ’66, - -

25.776.. , 9 months, . I 18, 19, ’66, -
-

25.780.. 1 month,. . j 19, j July 9,’66, - -

25.781.. | 1 month,. . | 19, 10, ’66,
25.808.. 7 weeks, . . | 22, June 27,’66,
25.885.. 2 weeks, . . , July 5, j July 16, ’66, - -

25.905.. 2 weeks, . 7,9, ’66, - -

25.990.. 4 weeks, . . 17, 31, ’66, - -

26.018.. 3 weeks, .
. i 20, ; 25, ’66, - -
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Table [A.]—Continued.

Register
v Age. Admission. Death* Discharge,
Number,

1800.

26.039.. 7 weeks, . . July 24, July 31, '66,
26.044.. Smooths, . 25, To mother, Sept 3, ’SS.

26.065.. 3 weeks, . . 23, Aug. 4, '66, -

26.125.. 5 weeks, . . Aug. 2,6, '66,
26.175.. 3 weeks, . . 9. Sept. 18,'66,
26.232.. 1 week, .

. 20, Aug. 25, '66,
26.270.. 2 months, . 25, - - August 27, 1866.
26.329.. 1 month,. . Sept. 8, Oet. 21, '66, - -

26.370.. 6 weeks, . . 8, Sept. 13, ’66, - -

26.376.. 1 yr. 2 mos., . 10, -
- Remaining.

26.377.. 1 week, . . 10, Sept. 20, '66,
26.480.. - - 25, Oct. 27/66,
27.001.. 1 month,. . Oct. 16, 26, ’66,
27.024.. - - 19, Dec. 1/66,
27.040.. 3 months, . 23, Oct. 26, ’66,
27.107.. 2 months, . Nov. 2, Nov. 27, ’66,
27.108.. 1 yr. 5 mos., . 2, - - Remaining.
27,206, • 2 weeks, . 19, Mar. 16, ’67,
27.247.. 2 weeks, . . 22, Nov. 24, ’66,

18GT.

27.824.. 1 yr. 3 mos., . Feb. 18, May 15, ’67,
27.825.. 1 year, . . 18, April 14/67.
27.826.. 5 years, . 18, - ToMoason, JuneS,’67.
28.018.. 3 months, . Mar. 26, May 17, ’67,
28.105.. 4 months, . April 6,2, ’67, - -

28.213.. 4 weeks, . . 26, 4, ’67, -

28.261.. 1 month,. . May 7, Sept. 1/67, -
-

28.333.. 4 months, . 15, June 24/67, - -

28.334.. 4 months, . 15, 8, ’67, - -

28.417.. 4 months, . 27, 9, ’67,
28.445.. 2 weeks, . • June 4, 22, ’67, -

28.499.. 3 months, . 14, To mother, June 17, ’67.

28.507.. 3 weeks, . . 15, Aug. 30, ’67,
28.567.. 2 months, . 26, 12/67, - -
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Register
Number.

Discha:Admission. Death.Age.

186T.

28,779,. 2 weeks, . .
Aug. 8, Aug. 17, ’67,

Sept. 22, ’67,28,985,. 3 weeks, . . Sept. 21,
29,005,. 2 weeks, . . 25, To mother, Oct. 29, *67.
29,014,. 2 weeks,

. .
26, Jan. 10, ’6B,

Oct. 8, ’67,
Nov. 27, ’67,

29,613,. 3 weeks, . . Oct.
29,679,. 3 months, . 21,
29,696,. 5 months, . 24, 1, ’67,

Oct. 29, ’67,
Jan. 26, ’6B,
Dec. 15, ’67,

29,701,. 6 weeks, . . 25,
29,830,. 5 weeks,

. . Nov. 20,

29,858,. 1 month, . . 23,

30,001,. 5 years, .
. Dec. 16, To Moason, Feb. 7, ’6B.

Feb. 29, ’6B,30,002,. 2 weeks, . . 16,

30,078,. 5 weeks, . . 27 Remaining.

No. died No. died No died | No died
YEAR. lan ter 1 fromlto Total, YEAR, under 1 j from Ito TotaL

year. 5 years, ar. 5 years.

1854, 36 42 78 1862, 43 32 75
1855, 77 58 135 1863, 61 41 102
1856, .

.
: 62 40 102 1864, 73 17 90

1857, . . 26 16 42 1865, .
. 55 6 61

1858, . .
| 71 38 109 1866, 76 5 81

1859, . .| 39 26 65 1867, 45 8 53
1860, 44 22 66

44 46 901861, Totals, . 752 397 1,149

3

Table [A.]—Concluded.

SUMMARY.—TABLE [B.]
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Eight.

AN ACT
Establishing a Foundling Hospital.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows :—

1 Sect. 1. There is hereby established a foundling
2 hospital at Bridgewater, in connection with the state
3 almshouse and workhouse.

1 Sect. 2. The governor and council shall appoint
2 three persons to be trustees of said hospital, who
3 shall hold office, respectively, for the terms of one;

4 two and three years from their appointment, and
5 thereafterwards all appointments shall be made for
6 the term of three years, except that any vacancy shall
7 be filled for the unexpired term. Said trustees shall
8 serve without compensation, but shall be allowed
9 their reasonable expenses.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Sixty-

Commmuucaltl) of iHassadjusctts.

1 Sect. 3. The superintendent of the state alms-
-2 house at Bridgewater shall be ex officio the superin-
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3 tendent of the said hospital, and shall perform its
4 duties without additional compensation. He shall
5 forthwith, under the direction of the said trustees, fit
6 up the old farm-house at said place for a hospital, and
7 shall notify the board of state charities whenever the
8 same is ready for use; and thereafter all foundlings
9 and deserted children of tender age shall, unless there

10 be some special reason to the contrary, be transferred
11 and sent from the other state institutions, and by the
12 state authorities, to said hospital.

1 Sect. 4. The said superintendent shall have the
2 appointment of all subordinate officers and assistants,
3 including nurses, and shall fix their pay, subject,
4 however, to the approval of said trustees, except that
5 the appointment and pay of the physician shall be by
6 the trustees. The said superintendent shall likewise
7 have the entire management and control of said hos-
-8 pital, subject to such directions, orders and rules as
9 may be made and given from time to time by said

10 trustees.

1 Sect. 5. The said superintendent shall have power
2 to detail and employ any person sentenced to said
3 workhouse or an inmate of said almshouse, for service
4 in said hospital; and the better to encourage and
5 interest them in such duties, may, subject to the
6 approval of said trustees, award to them for faithful
7 conduct such gratuities, comforts and indulgences as
8 may seem to him proper.

1 Sect. 6. This act shall take effect upon its pas-
-2 sage.




