
SENATE.... No. 299.

The Committee on Federal Relations, to whom was committed
so much of the Annual Message of His Excellency the governor
as relates to national affairs, in accordance with a vote of a
majority thereof, report the accompanying Resolves.

Per order,

ROBT. C. PITMAN.

In Senate, May 25, 1868.
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Resolved, First, That Massachusetts foregoing, as a Christian
Commonwealth should, all desire for vindictive measures
tow ards those who w’aged against the nation a long, bloody and
cruel rebellion, does yet insist with an emphasis which her
costly sacrifice of the life of her heroes and the lavish expendi-
ture of her means, entitle her to use, that everything shall
now be done to secure in peace the fruits of war; and that it is
both the right and duty of congress to insist on suitable condi-
tions upon which power may be restored to the states lately in
rebellion, as members of the National Union.

Second, That we approve the general policy of congress in
regard to the measures of reconstruction ; and that we deplore
that the president has thwarted and embarrassed that policy,
and retarded a just settlement of all matters necessary for the
permanent establishment of peace throughout our land.

Third, That we recognize impartial suffrage in the rebel
states as an indispensable condition of permanent pacification ;

that it is alike demanded as a measure of justice to our loyal
allies, who should be allowed the ballot to defend what the
bullet has won, and as a measure guaranteeing the perpetual
loyalty of the southern states,
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Fourth, That disclaiming all right to interfere with the local
laws of the loyal states, we do earnestly appeal to our sister
Commonwealths to sweep from their constitutions and their
statute books all those distinctions between man and man
which are founded upon color, as relics of slavery; as opposed
in spirit to the fundamental charter of our own liberties; and
as a reproach to our civilization.

Fifth, That the observance of the richest good faith, is the
highest interest as well as the noblest fame of a nation ; and
that the people of our Commonwealth with one voice, demand
that every national obligation to pay money shall bo discharged
in what the whole world recognizes as money, and in nothing
else,—unless otherwise specially stipulated in the bond.

Sixth, That the aims of Massachusetts find a fitting sum-
mary in the security of “ Liberty and Loyalty, Justice and
Public Safety,” throughout our whole country.




