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In Senate, January 11,1869.

Report op the Committee A ppointed to R e-seat the Senate

Chamber.

On the assembling of the legislature January 1, 1868, the 
members of the Senate found themselves at desks small in 
capacity, inconveniently arranged, and uncomfortable to sit at, 
on account of their low standard. The opinion of every mem
ber was that of condemnation of the plan, as unsuited to the 
requirements of a Senate Chamber. So great was the dissatis
faction, that the following Order was offered May 27,1868, and 
passed unanimously:—

“  Ordered, That the President with two members of the 
Senate and the Sergeant-at-Arms be, and they are hereby con
stituted a committee to serve without pay, to sit during the 
recess with full power to re-arrange the present desks and seats 
in the chamber, or to restore the desks formerly used, or others 
similar to them, and also to take such measures as shall secure 
a better ventilation of the Senate Chamber.”

And under chapter No. 818 of the Acts of 1868, an appro
priation was made of $3,000 for the carrying out o f the fore
going Order, under which the following gentlemen constituted 
the Committee : George 0. Brastow, President o f  the Senate, 
Samuel D. Crane and George P enniman, Senators, John 
Morissey, Sergeant-at-Arms.
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Immediately after tlie adjournment, the Committee met and 
voted to adopt a plan of desks similar to those formerly used, 
which vote was carried out, and the result is now before the 
Senate.

The President’s desk has been reduced in size and brought 
within the compass of fair proportions; the desk of the Clerk 
has been enlarged, in order to accommodate the requirements 
of that officer, two tables for books of reference have been 
made, to conform to the new desks, and a new carpet, rendered 
necessary by the above changes, placed upon the floor. The 
carpet in use last session can be used, when required, upon the 
various committee rooms.

In regard to ventilation : the Committee employed Mr. J. H. 
Shedd, the engineer under whose supervision the warming and 
ventilation of the building was executed, to make such exami
nation as was necessary to discover any defects that might 
exist. It was found that one or two of the ventilating flues 
had been broken into by some means during the completion of 
repairs upon the State House, resulting in an interference with 
their proper action. These defects were remedied and some 
slight imperfections in other parts of the work made good, when 
the efficiency of the whole work was tested thoroughly and 
found to be satisfactory. The closed glass lights in the ceiling 
have been removed and cast-iron open work substituted. The 
Committee now believe the ventilation to be as perfect as it can 
be made.

The cost of the alterations have been as follows:—

Exchanged the old desks for new ones, at an expense
o f ...................................................  . $1,300 00

Remodelling of the President’s desk, Clerk’s desk, 
reduction in size of Senate chairs, (made neces
sary,) new tables and payment to architect, . 542 25

New carpet, .. . . . .  . . . . 901 67
Cost of v e n t i l a t i o n , ................................................ 155 27

Making a total expenditure of, . . $2,899 19
Balance of appropriation, unused, . 100 81

$3,000 00

Thus keeping the expenditure within the appropriation.
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The Committee, in closing, desire to express their perfect 
satisfaction as to the manner in which Messrs. Lawrence, Wilde 
& Hull, of Boston, performed their contract for the new desks.

Respectfully submitted,
For the Committee,

SAMUEL D. CRANE.

In Senate, January 11,1869.
The above Report being considered was accepted, and there

upon
Mr. Needham offered the following Resolutions, which were 

read and unanimously adopted, and ordered to be printed with 
the Report.

S. N. G iffokd, Clerk.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Sixty-Nine.

R E S O L U T I O N S .

Resolved, That the thanks o f the senate be given to the 
committee on re-arranging the desks in the senate chamber, 
for the admirable and satisfactory manner in which they have 
discharged the duty assigned them by the senate of eighteen 
hundred and sixty-eight; the service having been performed 
free of any charge or expense to the Commonwealth.

Resolved, That the clerk of the senate be instructed to for
ward a copy of these resolutions to each member of the 
committee.


