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Amherst College, 1st March, 1869.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives in 
General Court Assembled.

The undersigned, in behalf of Amherst College, would re
spectfully represent that while we are gratified with the liberal
ity of the Commonwealth in support of its common schools 
and higher institutions of learning, this college, though per
forming an important work for the public, and greatly needing 
its assistance, has not received thus far that patronage from the 
State which might be expected, considering what your hon
orable body has from time to time so generously bestowed upon 
other institutions.

Amherst College was founded, and was put in operation, 
nearly 50 years ago. I t has graduated nearly 1,800 students, 
the great majority of them coming from what are called the 
working classes. These students have not only entered the 
learned professions, but many of them have devoted them
selves to the business of teaching in your schools. It gave 
large numbers of its young men, both graduates and under
graduates, as did other colleges, to the service of the State and 
the country in the recent civil war. While it has received 
generous endowments from private munificence and no little 
aid from personal contributions, it has cost its friends and
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guardians almost incredible efforts and self-denials to establish 
it upon a permanent basis, and to make it what we believe it 
has become, a source of great good to the public and an honor 
to the Commonwealth. The whole patronage which the col
lege has received from the State, during the 48 years of its 
existence, amounts only to $52,500. This may seem the more 
remarkable when it is remembered that it was a condition of 
its charter that the first five vacancies which might occur in 
the board of trustees should be filled by the legislature, and 
that these five places should be kept filled by election, in your 
honorable body, forever after,—a connection with the State 
which, though not unpleasant to the friends of Amherst Col
lege, especially remembering the honored men of wisdom and 
high desert who have been chosen from time to time for the 
management of its affairs, is supposed to be now peculiar to it.

Amherst College is in great need of pecuniary assistance. 
The liberal donations which have been bestowed upon it by in
dividuals, and by which its power and usefulness has been 
greatly increased, have been generally restricted in their use to 
specific departments, and are not available to many improve
ments which the present state of education imperiously de
mands, or to meet those current expenses so much increased by 
the times, which are indispensable to the success of the col
lege, and for which its income is insufficient.

We would, therefore, respectfully solicit from the legislature 
of Massachusetts—a State which has always taken the lead in 
matters of education and whose constitution requires the en
couragement of high as well as common learning—an appro
priation of $100,000, to be expended, economically and judici
ously, for the benefit of Amherst College, under the direction 
of its Trustees.

In behalf of Amherst College.

W. A. STEARNS, President. 
EDWARD DICKINSON, Treasurer.


