
SENATE No. 111.

The Committee on Agriculture, to whom was committed
the petitions of various parties relative to protection of birds,
birds’ eggs and deer, have considered the same and report the
accompanying Bill.

Per order,

DANIEL NEEDHAM, Chairman.

In Senate, March 9, 1869.

(Hommonujealtl) of illassacliitoctto.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Sixty-
Nine.

AN ACT
To aid in the Preservation of Birds, Birds’ Eggs and Deer.

Be it enacted by the Senate and Rouse of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows:—

1 Sect. 1. Whoever, between the first day of Jan-
-2 uary and the first day of August, takes or kills any
3 woodcock, or between the first day of February and
4 the first day of September, takes any ruffed grouse or
5 partridges, or within the respective times aforesaid,
6 sells, buys or has in his possession any of said birds
7 taken or killed in this Commonwealth or elsewhere,
8 shall forfeit for every such bird twenty-five dollars.

1 Sect. 2. Whoever, between the first day of Jan-
-2 uary and the first day of November, takes any of the
3 birds known as quails or Virginia partridges, or who-
-4 soever sells or buys any of said birds so killed in this
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1 Sect. 3. Whoever, at any season of the year,
2 within this state, takes or kills any of the birds called
3 pinnated grouse or heath hens, or sells, buys or has
4 in his possession any of said birds so killed or taken,
5 shall forfeit for every such bird twenty-five dollars.

1 Sect. 4. Whoever, between the first day of March
2 and the first day of July, takes or kills any sea-fowl,
3 marsh birds, black duck or upland plover, within this
4 state, shall forfeit for every such bird twenty-five
5 dollars.

5 Commonwealth, shall forfeit for every such bird twenty-
-6 five dollars.

1 Sect. 5. Whoever, at any season of the year,
2 takes or kills any undomesticated bird not heretofore
3 mentioned in this chapter, except snipe, eagles, hawks,
4 owls, crows and jays, or disturbs or destroys any eggs
5 or nest of any kind, except eagles, hawks, owls,
6 crows and jays, shall forfeit twenty-five dollars: pro-
-7 vided, that any person, having first obtained the
8 written consent of the mayor and aldermen of any
9 city or selectmen of any town, may, in such city or

10 town, take or destroy, for scientific purposes only,
11 such birds and eggs as said written consent may
12 specify.

1 Sect. 6. Whoever, between the fifteenth day of
2 December and the first day of September, takes or
3 kills any deer, except his own tame deer kept on his
4 own grounds, shall forfeit for every such offence
5 twenty-five dollars.



[Mar. ’69.4 PRESERVATION OF BIRDS.

1 Sect. 7. The mayor and aldermen and selectmen
2 of the several cities and towns shall cause the pro-
-3 visions of the preceding sections to be enforced in
4 their respective places; and all forfeitures accruing
5 under these sections shall be paid, two-thirds to the
6 informant or prosecutor and one-third to the city or
7 town where the offence is committed.

1 Sect. 8. Whoever between the first day of March
2 and the first day of September shoots at or kills any
3 birds upon lands not owned or occupied by himself,
4 and without license from the owner or occupant
6 thereof, shall forfeit to the owner or occupant thereof
6 twenty-five dollars, in addition to the actual damages
7 sustained.

1 Sect. 9. Chapter eighty-two of the General Stat-
-2 utes and chapter one hundred and fifty-eight of the
3 acts of the year eighteen hundred and sixty-five, and
4 chapter two hundred and fifty-seven of the acts of
5 the year eighteen hundred and sixty-seven, and cap-
-6 ters one hundred and twenty-six, one hundred and
7 fifty-eight and one hundred and sixty-one, of the
8 year eighteen hundred and sixty-eight, are hereby
9 repealed.


