
SENATE .... No. 157.

The Committee on Roads and Bridges, to whom was com-
mitted the petition of John M. Smith and others of Deerfield
and Sunderland, praying that a free bridge may be established
across the Connecticut River between the said towns, have con-
sidered the subject and report the accompanying Bill.

Per order of the Committee,

CHARLES MARSH, Chairman.

€ommomucrtlt() of Massachusetts.

In Senate, March 26, 1869.
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Nine.

AN ACT
Concerning a Free Bridge from Sunderland to Deerfield.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled , and hy the authority of
the same, as follows :

1 Sect. 1. The county commissioners for the county
2 of Franklin are hereby authorized to lay out as and
3 for a public highway the bridge, abutments and ways
4 lying and being in the towns of Sunderland and
5 Deerfield, across Connecticut River, in the county of
(5 Franklin, belonging to the Proprietors of the Sunder-
T land Bridge, a corporation duly established by the
8 provisions of chapter thirty-eight of the acts of eight-
-9 een hundred and eleven.

1 Sect. 2. The county commissioners for the county
2 ot Franklin may proceed to construct a bridge for
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3 public travel over said way, across said river, and may
4 purchase, or if public necessity and convenience
5 require, may take and use for said purpose the abut-
-6 ments and materials now remaining of the old bridge
7 belonging to said corporation, or any portion thereof,
8 and may use so much of the money of the county of
9 Franklin, or may pledge the credit of said county

10 as they may think is needful in erecting said new
11 bridge.

1 Sect. 3. Upon the completion of said bridge, or
2 as soon as the full cost thereof is ascertained, the
3 supreme judicial court, or any justice thereof, upon
4 application of said county commissioners, or either of
5 them, or any member of said corporation, shall
6 appoint a board of commissioners, consisting of three
7 persons, who shall be sworn to the faithful discharge
8 of their duties under this act, and after a full hearing
9 of all persons interested, duly notified on all matters

10 at issue or of complaint, shall determine the full
11 costs of said bridge, and shall award and determine
12 the amount to be paid to “ The Proprietors of the
13 Sunderland Bridge ” as damages for said laying out
14 and the abutments, ways and materials taken as afore-
-15 said; and shall also determine what towns in the
16 counties of Franklin and Hampshire are particularly
17 benefited by the erection of said bridge, and shall
18 determine and award what proportionate amount of
19 the whole expense of said bridge and damages shall
20 be paid by the county of Franklin and by each of the
21 said respective towns according as they shall be so
22 benefited; and they shall also determine and award
23 in what proportions said towns and the county of



[Mar.4 BRIDGE FROM SUNDERLAND.

24 Franklin, or either of them, shall contribute to defray
25 the expense of the maintenance and repairs of said
26 bridge and all other expenses incurred under the pro-
-27 visions of this act; and shall also determine and award
28 from and to whom all the said amounts shall be paid;
29 which said determinations and awards, and the report
30 thereof, in writing, by said commissioners, or the
31 major part of them, shall be made to the supreme
32 judicial court for the said county of Franklin; and
33 being accepted by said court, and judgment entered
34 thereon, the same shall be binding upon all the par-
-35 ties named therein, and such proceedings may be had
36 upon such judgment as is provided by law in civil
37 cases in said court: provided, however, that the said
38 corporation owning said bridge, abutments and ways
39 shall have the right to have their damages assessed
40 by a jury in the same manner as is provided by law
41 in the laying out of highways, except that the right
42 shall be claimed in the supreme judicial court, and
43 the recognizance for costs shall be taken in said court,
44 and the issue shall be tried before a jury in said
45 court, and the report and verdict shall be returned
46 therein, and said right of appeal to a jury shall be
47 claimed within thirty days from the return of said
48 award and report of said commissioners; and all
49 matters and things provided in this act to be done by
50 or in the supreme judicial court, except the final
51 decree in the premises, may be done by any justice
52 of said court, or on his order, as well in vacation as
53 in term time. The compensation and expenses of
54 said commissioners shall be paid in such manner as
55 the commissioners shall determine, subject to the
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56 approval of the supreme judicial court, or some

57 justice thereof.

1 Sect. 4. The towns of Sunderland and Deerfield
2 shall, respectively, be liable for damages arising from
3 defects in so much of said bridge and the approaches
4 thereto as lie within each of said towns, in like
5 manner as in case of defects in highways.

1 Sect. 5. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.




