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twenty-one, as appearing in the Tercentenary Edition, the

following new section: — Section 131A. A physician at- Jfj^^y°^^f

tending a pregnant woman in this commonwealth during pregnant

gestation shall take or cause to be taken a sample of blood
'^°"'®°-

of such woman at the time of first examination, and shall

submit such sample for a standard serological test for syphihs

to a laboratory of the department or to a laboratory ap-

proved for such test by the department; provided, that not

more than one physician attending a pregnant woman during

gestation shall be required to comply with the provisions of

this section. Approved August 3, 1939.

ChapAOSAn Act further extending the time during which
there shall be collected an additional tax on
sales of gasoline and certain other motor vehicle
FUEL.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Chapter two hundred and forty-eight of the acts of nine-

teen hundred and thirty-two, as most recently amended by
section two of chapter four hundred and thirty-one of the

acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-eight, is hereby further

amended by striking out, in the sixth line, the word "forty-

one" and inserting in place thereof the word: — forty-three,

— so as to read as follows :
— The time during which the

additional excise tax of one cent is imposed on each gallon

of fuel, as defined in section one of chapter sixty-four A of

the General Laws, sold in the commonwealth, is hereby
extended to and including the thirtieth day of April, nine-

teen hundred and forty-three, and the provisions of section

four of chapter one hundred and twenty-two of the acts of

nineteen hundred and thirty-one shall apply to the tax so

imposed during such extended period.

Approved August S, 1939.

An Act abolishing the office of director of the ChavA09
DIVISION OF immigration AND AMERICANIZATION, AND
FURTHER REGULATING THE POWERS AND DUTIES OF SAID
DIVISION.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. The name of the advisory board of immigra- Board of

tion and Americanization in the division of immigration and
and^imeri"-"

Americanization in the department of education is hereby canization.

changed to the board of immigration and Americanization.
After the effective date of this act, said board, under its new
name, and the division of immigration and Americanization
in said department, shall continue as theretofore constituted,

except as otherwise provided in this act.

Section 2. Chapter fifteen of the General Laws is hereby g. l. (Ter.

amended by striking out section four, as appearing in the amended
^^'

Tercentenary Edition, and inserting in place thereof the
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following :
— Section 4- The commissioner shall be the ex-

ecutive and administrative head of the department. He
shall have charge of the administration and enforcement of

all laws, rules and regulations which it is the duty of the

department to administer and enforce, and shall be chair-

man of the board. He shall organize in the department a

division of public libraries, a division of immigration and
Americanization, a division of the bhnd and such other

divisions as he may determine. Each division, except the

division of immigration and Americanization, shall be in

charge of a director, and each division shall be under the

general supervision of the commissioner. Nothing in this

chapter shall be construed as affecting the powers and duties

of the trustees of the Massachusetts state college as set

forth in chapter seventy-five.

Section 3. Said chapter fifteen is hereby further amended
by striking out section twelve, as amended by chapter three

hundred and sixty-seven of the acts of nineteen hundred and
thirty-five, and inserting in place thereof the following: —
Section 12. The division of immigration and Americaniza-

tion shall consist of a board of six persons to be known as the

board of immigration and Americanization. Two members
of said board shall be appointed annually for three years

each, by the governor, with the advice and consent of the

council. The governor shall designate one of said members
as chairman. Said board shall meet at least once a month
at such times as it may by rule determine, and when re-

quested by any member thereof. The members of said

board shall receive no compensation for their services, but
shall be reimbursed for their actual necessary expenses in-

curred in the performance of their duties.

Section 4, Chapter sixty-nine of the General Laws is

hereby amended by striking out section eleven, as appear-

ing in the Tercentenary Edition, and inserting in place

thereof the following:— Section 11. The division of immi-
gration and Americanization shall employ such methods,

consistent with law, as in its judgment, will tend to bring

into sympathetic and mutually helpful relations the com-
monwealth and its residents of foreign origin, protect immi-
grants from exploitation and abuse, stimulate their acquisi-

tion and mastery of English, develop their understanding of

American government, institutions and ideals, and generally

promote their assimilation and naturahzation. For the above
purposes, the division may co-operate with other ofiicers

and departments of the commonwealth and with all public

agencies, federal, state or municipal. It may investigate

the exploitation or abuse of immigrants and in making any
investigation may require the attendance and testimony of

witnesses and the production of books and documents relat-

ing to the matter under investigation. Subject to the ap-

proval of the department and of the commission on admin-

istration and finance, the division may make reasonable

charges for any service rendered or material furnished by it.
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Section 5. This act shall take effect on December first
d^|°*''^®

in the current year. Approved August S, 1939.

An Act extending the territory of the south dighton
Qjidyy 41O

FIRE AND WATER DISTRICT AND FURTHER DEFINING THE ^
'

POWERS AND DUTIES OF SAID DISTRICT.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. Chapter two hundred and two of the acts of

nineteen hundred and twenty-seven is hereby amended by
striking out section one and inserting in place thereof the
following :

— Section 1 . The inhabitants of the town of

Dighton liable to taxation in said town and residing within
the territory comprised within the following boundary Hues,

to wit :
— Beginning at a point on the westerly bank of

Taunton river at the dividing line between the towns of

Somerset and Dighton; thence upstream northerly follow-

ing the bank of Taunton river to Three Mile river; thence
westerly along the southerly bank of Three Mile river to
the line of the North Dighton Fire District; thence southerly
along the eastern hne of North Dighton Fire District to

the southeast corner of said district; thence southerly in a
straight hne from said corner to the bridge on Main street

which crosses Richmond brook; thence southeasterly by
said Richmond brook to the easterly hne of the tracks of

the New York, New Haven and Hartford railroad on said
brook; thence southerly by said tracks to the Somerset and
Dighton hne; thence easterly to the point of beginning, —
shall constitute a fire and water district, and are hereby
made a body corporate under the name of the South Dighton
Fire and Water District, for the purpose of supplying them-
selves with water for the extinguishment of fires and for

domestic and other purposes, for assessing and raising taxes
as provided herein for payment for such services, and for

defraying the necessary expenses of carrying on the business
of said district, subject to all general laws now or hereafter
in force relating to such districts, except as otherwise pro-
vided herein. The district shall have power to prosecute •

and defend all actions relating to its property and affairs.

Section 2. Said chapter two hundred and two is hereby
further amended by inserting after section two the following
new section: — Section 2A. For the purposes aforesaid,

the district, acting by and through its board of water com-
missioners hereinafter provided for, may also contract with
any other municipality, acting through its water depart-
ment, or with any water company, or with any water dis-

trict, for whatever water may be required, authority to
furnish the same being hereby granted, and may enter into
such other contracts as may be necessary for the purposes
set forth in section one of this act upon such terms and con-
ditions as may be agreed upon by such contracting parties,

or, in case of failure of such contracting parties to agree
upon the terms and conditions of such contract or contracts,


