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ACADEMIC PRIORITIES COUNCIL 
 
A new concentration in Nursing Education in the existing Masters Degree Program is proposed. 
 
The Concentration in Nursing Education consists of an eleven-course (33 credit) program of 
study focused on nursing and education. The concentration is entirely comprised of existing 
courses offered in blended classrooms, using synchronous and asynchronous web based 
learning. Some courses may be offered in intensive weekend or summer courses. The program 
can be completed in one calendar year (6 credits summer, 15 credits fall, 12 credits spring) full 
time or 2 years part time. 
 
The Concentration in Nursing Education will consist of 6 core nursing courses (18 credits): 
health statistics, nursing research, nursing theory, advanced health and physical assessment 
class, advanced pathophysiology, and advanced pharmacology; 2 nursing education courses 
(6 credits) curriculum design, classroom strategies; 2 electives from the College of Education  
(6 credits); and a capstone teaching practicum from the College of Nursing (3 credits) for a total 
of 33 credits. 
 
On October 27, 2016, the Academic Priorities Council voted to endorse approval of the proposal. 
It was submitted as Proposal #2518 in the Course and Curriculum Management System. 

 
GRADUATE COUNCIL 

 
The Academic Standards and Curriculum Committee (ASCC) of the Graduate Council met on 
September 7, 2016 and reviewed the proposal for the Concentration in Nursing Education.  The 
ASCC recommended this proposal for approval. 
 
On Wednesday, September 14, 2016, the Graduate Council unanimously approved the 
Concentration in Nursing Education, Proposal #2518 in the Course and Curriculum 
Management System. 
 

PROGRAM AND BUDGET COUNCIL 
 
The Program Subcommittee of the Program and Budget Council met on April 13, 2016, reviewed 
the Master of Science Concentration in Nursing Education proposal and recommended it for 
approval. 
 
At its meeting on April 20, 2016, the Program and Budget Council unanimously approved the 
Master of Science Concentration in Nursing Education, Proposal #2518 in the Course and 
Curriculum Management System. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MOTION: That the Faculty Senate approve the Master of Science Concentration in Nursing 
06-17  Education, as presented in Sen. Doc. No. 17-020. 
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The demand for nurses in the workplace is increasing at a faster rate than nurses are entering 
the workforce. To meet the increasing shortage of nurses, enrollment in baccalaureate nursing 
programs has increased steadily over the past several years. The American Association of 
Colleges of Nursing (AACN) reported a 5.1% increase in enrollment in undergraduate programs 
in 2011 (http://www.aacn.nche.edu/media-relations/fact-sheets/nursing-shortage). However 
growth in nursing programs is constrained by a shortage of nursing faculty.  

According to AACN, 75,857 qualified applicants to nursing programs were not admitted, due in 
part to lack of faculty. Currently there is an insufficient pool of qualified applicants for faculty 
positions. In 2012, AACN reported that there were at least 1,100 vacant faculty positions in 
schools of nursing across the country. In addition, large numbers of nursing faculty are nearing 
retirement age, with an insufficient number of masters and doctorally-prepared nurses to enter 
academia. 

To address this shortage, we propose to offer a new Concentration in Nursing Education in our 
existing masters degree program. This concentration combines the core courses required for our 
existing MS degree with required existing courses for our Graduate Certificate Program in 
Nursing Education into a new, 33-credit concentration in nursing education. Students who 
complete the degree requirements will qualify to take the National League of Nursing (NLN) 
Certification for Nurse Educators. 

 
Concentration in Nursing Education Goals: 
• Provide competent masters prepared nurses for education roles in colleges, universities, and 

clinical settings 
• Provide MS prepared nurse educators whose practice is grounded in advanced 

pharmacology, advanced pathophysiology, and advanced physical assessment, as well as 
nursing theory and research 

• Develop a grounding in pedagogical theories 
• Evaluate nursing curriculum using accreditation guidelines 
• Consider quality measures in nursing education used in developing and evaluating nursing 

curriculum 
• Use creative teaching methods to enhance pedagogy 
• Reflect on own teaching style as a means of incorporating new teaching strategies 
 
The Concentration in Nursing Education consists of an eleven-course (33 credit) program of 
study focused on nursing and education. The concentration is entirely comprised of existing 
courses offered in blended classrooms, using synchronous and asynchronous web based learning. 
Some courses may be offered in intensive weekend or summer courses. The program can be 
completed in one calendar year (6 credits summer, 15 credits fall, 12 credits spring) full time or 2 
years part time. 
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The Concentration in Nursing Education will consist of 6 core nursing courses (18 credits): 
health statistics, nursing research, nursing theory, advanced health and physical assessment 
class, advanced pathophysiology, and advanced pharmacology; 2 nursing education courses  
(6 credits) curriculum design, classroom strategies; 2 electives from the College of Education  
(6 credits); and a capstone teaching practicum from the College of Nursing (3 credits) for a total 
of 33 credits.  
 
Required courses (24 Credits): 

• NURSING 603: Theoretical Components of Nursing Science (3 credits): Major approaches to 
theory development in the profession. Analysis of nursing theory and theories from related 
disciplines, to develop conceptual models for clinical practice  

• NURSING 614: Advanced Health Assessment and Clinical Reasoning (3 credits): Classroom 
and laboratory practice and case-based approaches to health assessment and differential 
diagnosis of common health problems for diverse groups provide the context for advanced 
health assessment and clinical reasoning 

• NURSING 615: Advanced Pathophysiology (3 credits): Concepts and theories related to 
disorders of physiological processes that result in health alterations in the child and the adult. 
Alterations in normal body functions leading to disease and discomfort of the individual 
presented within an organizing framework. Clinical inferences from concepts and theories of 
pathophysiology and pharmacology presented in relation to clinical nursing practice in 
primary care 

• NURSING 619: Advanced Pharmacology (3 credits): This course reviews in depth the 
principles of pharmacology for classes of drugs commonly used in various health-care 
practices.  The most pertinent drug classes for nursing practice are included in this course 

• NURSING 630: Research Methods in Nursing (3 credits): Relationship between research and 
theory development and clinical practice in nursing. Includes research design, methods of 
data collection, and a variety of analytical procedures for interpreting results 

• NURSING 697IS: Introduction to Statistics for Health Research (3 credits): This course 
focuses on introductory statistical techniques frequently used in health sciences research, use 
of analytic software, and database creation and management 

• NURSING 642: Teaching in Nursing: Focuses on the dynamic, creative process of teaching 
and learning clinical nursing in preparation for competent, reflective nursing practice. 
Philosophies, theories, methodologies, and trends relevant to nursing education are included. 

• NURSING 690T: Curriculum Development and Evaluation Process in Nursing: This course 
focuses on developing the knowledge and skills of nurse educators in applying principles of 
curriculum development, evaluation and related processes in nursing education 

Elective Courses (Students will select two of the following) (6 credits) 

• EDUC 595K: Introduction to College Teaching: An introduction to college teaching via 
exposure to theories of student learning and the opportunity to practice a variety of teaching 
techniques.  The goal of this discussion/seminar is to give students a practical grounding in 
teaching effectiveness that will enhance both their future academic career and their current 
teaching assignments at the University of Massachusetts. 
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• EDUC 692K: Foundations and Theories of Learning: The proposed course is an in-depth 
survey of major psychological and socio-cultural theories of human learning as they have 
been developed over the last 125 years.  It is designed to provide master degree and first year 
doctoral students with a broad understanding of the various learning theories currently held 
by professional educators and educational researchers, as well as an understanding of the 
historical roots of these theories.  Participants will engage in readings, discussions, and 
individual and group projects in both face-to-face and online learning environments as a 
means of constructing their knowledge of this area.  The course is centered on the explication 
of two major theories regarding human learning: the information processing theory of 
cognition and the situated learning theory of cognition. 

• EDUC 691E: Social Issues in Education: This introductory course provides vocabulary and 
definitions, and descriptions of the dynamics of oppression at the individual, institutional, 
and cultural levels.  Focus on developing personal awareness of social group memberships in 
relationship to two specific forms of oppression.  Introduction to selected literature on two 
specific forms of oppression. 

• EDUC 615G: Integrating Technology with Instruction: Innovative technologies are 
constantly emerging and influencing individuals' productivity, relationships, and access to 
information. Individuals use tools such as social networks, digital cameras, blogs, wikis, 
podcasts, whiteboards, and Web 2.0 tools to communicate, network, and engage in the global 
learning community. Educators can use such tools within the middle and high school 
environment to enhance productivity and students' understanding of the curriculum. 
Through this course, you will develop a greater understanding of the > potential uses of 
technology in K-12 educational settings and methods for integrating technology tools into the 
curriculum. You will also explore emerging and established technologies, learn to use 
identified tools in the classroom, and develop educational materials for use within your 
classroom or school community. 

• EDUC 615K: College Impact on Students: The purpose of this course is to explore the impact 
that college has on students, both during college and in their lives afterward.  Examines 
various factors that influence college impact, including student characteristics, college 
experiences and institutional types. 

• EDUC 674: Leading Higher Education: Analysis of major issues central to understanding of 
the possibilities and problems of leadership in higher education. This is a survey course on 
leadership in higher education. We will cover the conceptual foundations and practical 
applications of major theories of leadership from a wide variety of social science perspectives. 
Building upon this foundation, we will focus on contemporary perspectives on organizational 
leadership and investigate current issues associated with the study and practice of leadership 
in higher education. We will also cover the application of organizational leadership theory in 
higher education as it relates to students, faculty and administrators, incorporating the 
perspective of individuals, groups, institutions, and higher education systems.  

Teaching Practicum (3 credits) 

• NURSING 698T: Teaching Practicum in Nursing: This course provides the framework, 
mentorship, and coaching for graduate students to develop skills in teaching in the classroom, 
in clinical settings, or in an online environment. 

 
 


