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ACADEMIC MATTERS COUNCIL 
 

At its meeting on November 9, 2016, the Academic Matters Council voted unanimously to  
recommend Faculty Senate approval of the Revision of the Bachelor of Arts  (B.A.) Degree 
Program in the Department of Geosciences with Minor Changes to the Current B.A. Degree 
Concentration Names and Requirements and the Addition of a Set of New Concentrations.   
It was submitted as Proposal #2770 in the Course and Curriculum Management System. 
 

ACADEMIC PRIORITIES COUNCIL 
 
The Department of Geosciences proposed to expand the list of concentrations from two to six.   
 
This involved: 
Two concentrations being renamed: 
1. “Human Geography” (renamed from “General Geography”) 
2. “Environmental Geography and Sustainability” (renamed from “Environmental Geography”) 
 
and four new concentrations being added: 
3. “Climate Change and Society” 
4. “Globalization and International Studies” 
5. “Urban Geography” 
6. “Geographic Information Science and Technologies” 
 
On November 17, 2016, the Academic Priorities Council endorsed approval of this proposal 
#2770.  
 

PROGRAM AND BUDGET COUNCIL 
 
At its meeting on December 21, 2016, the Program and Budget Council unanimously 
approved this proposal. The primary goal of the proposal is to better guide students 
through the different paths to earning their BA degree in Geography.  It is a Revision of 
the Bachelor of Arts  (B.A.) Degree Program in the Department of Geosciences with 
Minor Changes to the Current B.A. Degree Concentration Names and Requirements and 
the Addition of a Set of New Concentrations, submitted as Proposal #2770 in the Course and 
Curriculum Management System. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MOTION: That the Faculty Senate approve the Revision of the Bachelor of Arts  (B.A.)   
13-17  Degree Program in the Department of Geosciences with Minor Changes to the 
  Current B.A. Degree Concentration Names and Requirements and the Addition of 
  a Set of New Concentrations, as presented in Sen. Doc. No. 17-029. 
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Briefly describe the proposal. 
 
The Geography program (Department of Geosciences) proposes to revise its B.A. degree curriculum by 
making several relatively minor changes to the current B.A. degree concentration names and 
requirements and adding a set of new concentrations. 
 
Although this may seem like a large number of changes at once, it is primarily a formalization and 
clarification of long standing practices followed in advising our diverse set of majors. The primary goal of 
these changes is to better guide students through the different paths toward earning a B.A. in Geography 
and to offer them formal recognition of their specializations within the field. 
 
The overall new structure is illustrated in Table 1. While technically we could submit a separate “minor 
change” application for the changes in the names of the B.A. degree in General Geography and the 
Concentration in Environmental Geography, we feel it is best to include these minor changes within the 
larger set of substantive changes in order to best represent the whole of the BA program. The whole 
program is summarized in Table 1 (see attached .pdf file of tables). We will happily work with the 
registrar when the time comes to ensure that these concentrations are registered in SPIRE. 
 
We propose to: 
 
(1) change the name of our general B.A. degree from “General Geography” as it currently appears in 
students’ SPIRE records to “Human Geography,” (see Table 2a, which compares the existing 
concentration and the proposed concentration, and Table 2b, which is a "clean copy" of the proposed 
concentration) 
 
(2) change the name of our B.A. concentration, currently entitled “Environmental Geography,” to 
“Environmental Geography and Sustainability,” (see Table 3a, which compares the existing 
concentration and the proposed concentration, and Table 3b, which is a "clean copy" of the proposed 
concentration) 
 
(3) revise the course requirements for the “Environmental Geography and Sustainability” concentration 
to include a common core course (see Table 3a, which compares the existing concentration and the 
proposed concentration, and Table 3b, which is a "clean copy" of the proposed concentration); and 
 
(4) create four new concentrations within the Geography B.A. degree in Climate Change and Society 
(Table 4); Globalization and International Studies (Table 5); Urban Geography (Table 6); and 
Geographic Information Science and Technology (Table 7). 
 
These changes are in line with current university initiatives for sustainability, internationalization, and 
data science, the core strengths of Geography as a discipline, current faculty expertise and curriculum 
contributions, existing teaching rotations, and student interest. They will also enhance Geography’s 
campus visibility and its contributions to the new School of Earth and Sustainability. 
 
Provide a brief overview of the process for developing the proposal. 
 
This proposal was developed during Fall semester 2015 by Piper Gaubatz, chair of the Geography 
Curriculum Committee, and Stan Stevens, member of the Geography Curriculum Committee. It draws 
upon discussions among all of the Geography program faculty and the three self-study and planning 
exercises carried out by the Geography program in 2014-2015 and fall 2015 (“Who We Are and Where 
We Stand”; “Strategic Plan,” and “Focus on Undergraduate Curriculum and Student Experience). The 
proposal was approved unanimously by the Geography faculty and the general outline of these changes 
was incorporated into both the Geography program and the Department of Geosciences’ “Focus on 
Undergraduate Curriculum and Student Experience” documents in the Fall 2015 semester. In the course 
of developing these concentrations, we also consulted with Elisabeth Hamin, Department Head of LARP, 



  Sen. Doc. No. 17-029 

 

and Jacqueline Urla, Department Head of Anthropology, who agrees that our concentrations are highly 
complementary to but do not unduly overlap with the Sustainable Communities major and Anthropology 
majors, and with Jack Ahern, Vice Provost for Internationalization and Kalpen Trivedi, Director of 
Education Abroad, in regard to the Globalization and International Studies concentration. The proposal 
as a whole was shared with Curt Griffin, chair of Environmental Conservation, by Julie Brigham-Grette, 
head of Geosciences. 
 
At the suggestion of the CNS College Curriculum Committee, we made several additions in April 2016, 
namely: 
 
(1) a table of teaching rotations for core courses within the Geography program (see Table 8).  
(2) clarification of the incorporation of non-Geography courses in our elective options (one member had 
thought we did not list any non-Geography courses and wondered why - see #5 under purpose and goals, 
and the elective options in each concentration). 
(3) listing of alternative courses to fulfill the statistics requirement (Geograph 340) in SPIRE. 
 
Note: This proposal incorporates references to a new course: Geograph 100 Earth: an Introduction to 
Physical Geography (Proposal #2683) (proposal initiated by Stan Stevens) which is currently under 
review. None of the concentrations require this course (it is meant to be a new Gen Ed and an additional 
option within the degrees, along with Geograph 110 Global Environmental Change). 
 
Describe the proposal’s purpose and the particular knowledge and skills to be acquired. 
 
The intent of this expanded menu of degree concentrations is: 
 
(1) to provide students with stronger focus and more formal guidance in their work toward their degrees, 
while retaining opportunities for individual choices in upper-division coursework. 
 
(2) to provide students with a means to document their strengths (e.g., through formal recognition on the 
transcript and a legitimate item for resumes) for potential employers and graduate schools. 
 
(3) to attract undergraduate majors to the University and to the Geography program as a “destination of 
choice” for students with interests in the concentration areas. 
 
This new structure should better enable students to fulfill their learning interests and prepare them for 
their intended careers and for graduate studies. 
 
We have designed the new concentrations to ensure that each of them provides students with: 
 
(1) courses that emphasize critical reading, thinking, and writing, familiarity with theory and conceptual 
frameworks, and good opportunities for independent and/or group research, presentations, and writing. 
 
(2) A solid foundation in the breadth of Geography, through introductory-level courses in human and 
physical geography. 
 
(3) Competence in a set of specific geographic research, writing, analysis and job-search skills. These 
include working with spatial data via the methods requirement (choice of computer mapping, remote 
sensing, or GIS) as well as coursework in statistics, geographic writing and presentation (Junior Year 
writing course) for varied audiences (the general public, youth, academia, and potential employers), and 
field research and analysis (Integrative Experience course). 
 
(4) Specific knowledge and skills appropriate to each concentration. The particular knowledge and skills 
acquired beyond this foundation vary with the concentration (see Tables 2-7, which outline the 
concentrations in detail). The concentrations enable students to choose a concentration that provides 
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them with the opportunity either to study broadly in the diverse subfields of human geography or to focus 
classes around a subfield or key theme in contemporary geography (see Table 1). 
 
(5) Opportunities to explore geographic themes in cognate fields, such as planning, anthropology, history, 
sociology and others through upper-division elective options. Recommendations for relevant electives are 
posted on the geography program website during registration each semester and also emailed to all 
geography majors, as the number of possible options is too large and too variable to include on SPIRE. 
Our elective postings since Fall 2014 are available online at http://blogs.umass.edu/umgeog/courselist/ 
 
Resources: 
 
If this proposal requires no additional resources, say so and briefly explain why.  If this proposal 
requires additional resources, explain how they will be paid for.  For proposals involving 
instruction, indicate how many new enrollments are expected and whether the courses have room to 
accommodate them. 
 
No additional resources are required. The revised degree program and the concentrations are based on 
existing courses. There is one new course, “Sustainability: Critical Perspectives,” in the Environmental 
Geography and Sustainability concentration which we will team-teach with current faculty, and there are 
several course options in the GIST concentration, such as Web GIS, which are new classes to be taught by 
a new full-time lecturer shared by Geosciences and Environmental Conservation who will begin teaching 
in Fall 2016. See the teaching rotations in Table 8. 
 
Attach any supporting documents. 
 
Please refer to Proposal #2770 in the Course and Curriculum Management System for Tables 1-8. 


