
 

1 
 

j  
 
 

Board of Early Education and Care 
February 8, 2011 

1:00 PM – 3:22 PM 
 

Department of Early Education and Care 

51 Sleeper Street, 4th Floor 

Boston, MA 02120 

 
 

MINUTES 
  
Members of the Board of Early Education and Care Present  
J.D. Chesloff, Chairperson 
Paul Reville, Secretary of EOE 
Kathleen Betts, Designee of the Secretary of EOHHS 
Elizabeth Childs, M.D 
Carol Craig O’Brien  
Mary Pat Messmer  
Eleonora Villegas-Reimers, Ph.D. 
Joan Wasser Gish, Esq. 
 
Sherri Killins, Ed.D. Commissioner of the Department and Secretary to the Board  
 
Members of the Board of Early Education and Care Absent 
Sharon Scott-Chandler, Esq. (participated by telephone) 
Chi-Cheng Huang, M.D.  
 
The meeting was called to order at 1:04 pm. 
 
Welcome and Comments from the Chair 
Chairperson Chesloff called the meeting to order and expressed his appreciation to Wayne Ysaguirre, 
from Associated Early Care and Education, for hosting a tour of one of its child care centers in Boston.  
He stated that Associated had a stunning plan to entwine the program within the local community, 
which was similar to that which he saw when he visited the Guild of St. Agnes in Worcester.  
Chairperson Chesloff stated that if he “only had a magic wand” these plans could serve as statewide 
models.  He reported that Commissioner Killins held a briefing at the State House on January 19, 2011, 
which served to highlight the primary objectives of EEC’s work. Chairperson Chesloff also noted that 
Early Education for All had a briefing on early childhood education issues at the State House, which 
capped off a very good month for early education and care.  Finally, Chairperson Chesloff recognized 
Representative Marty Walz, the former Co-Chair of the Joint Committee on Education, for her leadership 
and welcomed the opportunity to work with the new co-chairs of that Committee, Senator Sonia-Chang 
Diaz and Representative Alice Peisch. 
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Comments from the Commissioner  
Relevant document included in Board materials:  
• Commissioner’s Report, dated February 8, 2010 

 
Commissioner Killins welcomed everyone to the meeting, and directed brought Board Members’ 
attention to the printed Board materials, noting that in response to the recommendation of the Ad Hoc 
Committee of the Board, the Department has reduced the amount of printed materials available at 
Board Meetings.  She urged Board Members to communicate to the Department any recommendations 
for more or less materials to help support the Department in continuing to implement  this green 
initiative.  The Commissioner submitted her monthly report to the Board and highlighted the following 
topics, which are detailed in the Commissioner’s Report dated February 8, 2011: 
 

• EEC Administration- Staffing:  Commissioner Killins highlighted the fact that EEC recently hired a 
bi-lingual, English/Portuguese, licensor for EEC’s Central office, in order to support the bi-lingual 
needs of the Brazilian population served through this region. Commissioner Killins welcomed 
Jennefer Raymond, who joined EEC as an intern to assist on the Help Me Grow project. She 
noted that Ms. Raymond currently holds a master’s degree from Wheelock College in Early 
Education and Care and that she will work under the direction of Anita Moeller.  Lastly, 
Commissioner Killins recognized the invaluable service of Joan Clark, EEC’s Chief Information 
Officer, will be retiring in March 2011, after 24 years of public service to the Commonwealth. 

 
• Income Eligible Financial Assistance: Commissioner Killins stated that on February 4, 2011 EEC 

closed access to income eligible vouchers for new families on the waitlist and for siblings of 
children currently in care in order to address an expected deficiency in the income eligible 
access account.  She confirmed that immediate access remains available to new families 
referred by DTA and DCF.   In addition, access to vacant contracted slots will be prioritized for 
families in need of continuity of care. She noted that she is working with DTA to address 
deficiencies in the DTA access account.  

 
• Kindergarten Readiness Assessment Model Design and Pilot Project:  Commissioner Killins 

confirmed that EEC has posted a Request for Response (RFR) seeking to contract with a vendor 
for a Kindergarten Readiness Assessment Model Design and Pilot Project.  She stated that the 
initial goal was to select a vendor to focus on social/emotional assessment and early literacy 
with the expectation that the vendor would take the project to scale in FY12. 

 
• Battelle Training:  Commissioner Killins stated that EEC is working with DPH to offer additional 

sessions of Battelle trainings.  She stated that the Department has already completed 10 
trainings for over 300 educators, which included representatives from 49 public school districts, 
9 of which were Level Four designated.  

 
• QRIS Program Manager: Commissioner Killins reported that EEC launched the web-based QRIS 

manager in January 2011, and since that time 187 programs have started their application, 
which demonstrates that programs are trying to experience QRIS.  The Commissioner reiterated 
that programs must be in the system to attend the required trainings which are prerequisites for 
the upcoming QRIS program improvement grants. 
 

• Environmental Rating Scales (ERS) Institute (ARRA): Commissioner Killins reported that the ERS 
trainings were well attended and stated that educators and providers had expressed concerns 
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about the reliability of the ratings and how programs could be assured that ERS ratings will be 
completed.  She confirmed that the state will ensure ERS ratings are completed.  Commissioner 
Killins also confirmed that it is not the responsibility at Levels 3 and 4. 
 

• Intergenerational Financial Literacy Education Train-the-Trainers Seminar:  Commissioner 
Killins stated that EEC, in partnership with the Head Start State Collaboration Office, has 
contracted with Brandeis University to implement five statewide Financial Literacy Education 
seminars for early education and care and Head Start programs for 125 early education and care 
providers over a three month period  (February-April).  
 

• Mental Health Consultation Services: Commissioner Killins stated that the funds associated 
with these grants are intended to support teachers and classrooms.  She reported that she 
recently had discussed early childhood mental health services with the Legislature and that the 
Department is working with CBHI, DPH and DMH to coordinate services to young children within 
the limited available funding constraints.  

 

• FY12 Grants Update: Commissioner Killins reported that the Mental Health, the Education 
Provider Support, and the Coordinated Family and Community Engagement renewal grants have 
been posted, and that vendors will have at least eight weeks to respond. 
 

• Budget-Caseload Update: Commissioner Killins noted that the Governor’s recent supplemental 
budget request, if passed, would provide EEC with necessary transferability language to address 
the projected deficiencies in both the Income Eligible and DTA accounts.  She also noted that 
EEC is working with contract providers to manage the flex pool, including access for children 
aging up and sibling access. 

 

• Early Childhood Information System: Commissioner Killins stated that the Department will 
convene a third day of the Strategic Planning Institute at EEC in Boston on February 9, 2011. She 
stated that 18 representatives were scheduled to attend, including representatives from the 
Department of Housing and Community Development (DHCD) and the Department of Public 
Health (DPH). Commissioner Killins emphasized the need to establish partnerships to 
comprehensively address data collection and sharing issues.  The working group will review the 
proposed legislation and work to create an ISA to establish, among other things, data sharing 
requirements. 
 

• ARRA Update:  Commissioner Killins reported that the Department had spent approximately 
38% of its total ARRA allocation and is ahead of its anticipated target. 

 
Chairperson Chesloff stated that Sharon Scott-Chandler was joining the Board meeting by telephone for 
the purpose of listening in on the discussions. 
 
Statements from the Public  
The Board of Early Education and Care makes up to 30 minutes available for persons in the audience to 
address the Board on specific agenda items. In order to hear as many speakers as possible, the Board 
limits individuals to three minutes, although written material of any length can be submitted to 
Chairperson Chesloff or Commissioner Killins. 
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• Amy O’Leary, Director Strategies for Children, Early Education for All Campaign—commented on 
the importance of reading proficiency by third grade and thanked Commissioner Killins, 
Commissioner Chester and Secretary Reville for their efforts to support literacy development for 
young children. She also stated that Rep. Walz and Sen. Clark recently unveiled new legislation to 
support early literacy and that the Commonwealth is pursuing additional funding through federal 
grant opportunities. 

 
Chairperson Chesloff thanked Ms. O’Leary for her testimony regarding the importance of early literacy 
and noted that statistical data from a recent U.S. Chamber of Commerce report indicated that 20% of 
the United States workforce is illiterate.  
 
End of public comment period. 
 
Routine Business: 
Approval of January 11, 2011 Board Minutes – Vote    
 
On a motion duly made and seconded, it was:  
VOTED that the Board of Early Education and Care approve the minutes of the January 11, 2011 Board 
meeting, as presented by the Commissioner.  The motion passed with one abstention; Kathleen Betts, 
Designee of the Secretary of EOHHS, abstained. 
 
Board Committee and Advisory Reports: 
 

• Policy and Fiscal Committee Update 
Board Member Childs reported that the Committee met yesterday.  She reported that EEC is still 
projecting a deficiency in both the Income Eligible and DTA access accounts, but continues to 
project a surplus in the DCF supportive account.  To address these issues without changes to 
policy or requests for additional funds, Board Member Childs noted that the Department is 
hopeful that its request for full-transferability between the access accounts will be granted.  She 
then reported that the EEC waitlist currently stands at approximately 17,000 children; however, 
she noted that the Committee had some questions related to the high number of school age 
children waiting for care, which will be researched by EEC staff.  Board Member Childs 
congratulated the entire Department for meeting its ARRA spending targets.  She also noted her 
deep appreciation for the Governor’s FY12 budget recommendation, which includes level 
funding of $498.5 million for EEC and proposed language consolidating the caseload accounts.  
Board Member Childs encouraged constituents to continue to advocate for this funding.   She 
also reported that an overview of Head Start, including the FY12 Head Start State Supplemental 
Grant was presented at the Committee meeting.  New in FY12, EEC plans to require all Head 
Start and Early Head Start center-based and family child care programs to fully participate in 
QRIS by 2014 (by requiring 1/3 program participation in FY12 and building to 100% by FY14). 
Finally, Board Member Childs stated that the Committee agreed to propose tabling the Subsidy 
Regulation Changes presentation to the Board until March to allow for further discussion of the 
policy changes at the Committee level.  Chairperson Chesloff agreed to table the Subsidy 
discussion.  The next meeting of the Policy and Fiscal Committee will be March 7, 2011 from 
12:30 to 3:00 pm, with a Head Start SAC meeting taking place during the first hour of the 
meeting. 

 
• Planning and Evaluation Committee Update 
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Board Member Craig O’Brien reported that the Planning and Evaluation Committee met on 
January 13, 2011. She stated that the Committee is considering spreading out meeting dates, in 
consideration of the Department’s staff and work schedule. She reported that the primary 
topics on the agenda for the Committee included waitlist design, QRIS, the Legislative agenda, 
career ladder, the Commissioner’s evaluation, as well as the Legislative Report which will be 
discussed at today’s Board meeting.   

 
• Research and Outreach Committee Update 

Board Member Wasser Gish reported that the Research and Outreach Committee met on 
February 3, 2011.  She noted that possible topics currently assigned to other Committees were 
considered for referral to Research and Outreach Committee, but noted that at this time the 
Committee will delve deeply into the following four issues: 1) Rate Reform; 2) Adoption and 
Foster Care; 3) Special Education ; and 4) Communications.  Board Member Wasser Gish 
confirmed that the next meeting of the Research and Outreach Committee is scheduled for 
February 3, 2011, at which time the Committee will begin to explore rate reform, adoption and 
foster care services and revisions to the EEC website.  She noted that Maureen Flatly, an expert 
on federal and state level adoption issues, would be a guest speaker at this meeting. 

 
• Advisory Council Report  

Board Member Villegas-Reimers reported that the Advisory Council met and discussed the 
following three issues at its last meeting: 1) the Legislative report; 2) the proposed subisdy 
regulation revisions; and 3) the license plate fund.  Key feedback from the Advisory groups 
included the need to improve communication to the field that the Department has sufficient 
resources to ensure proper evaluation of QRIS.  With respect to the proposed subsidy changes, 
Board Member Villegas-Reimers noted that the groups expressed several concerns regarding 
the impact of the proposed changes on parents with special needs, how to implement proposed 
child support requirements and concerns that this requirement could drive fathers away, and 
that the citizenship requirements could result in programs losing children to public school 
programs.  Finally, the Council asked whether the license plate funds could be used to support 
staff applying for CDAs. 

 
Disclosures:  
 
Board Member Mary Pat Messmer disclosed in writing that her employer receives EEC funding and has 
or may have a financial interest in today’s Subsidy Regulations, Licensing Plate Funds, and Professional 
Development agenda items.   Board Member Eleonora Villegas-Reimers disclosed in writing that she is 
employed by Wheelock College and certified that she does not have a personal and direct financial 
interest in any of today’s agenda items.  Board Member Craig O’Brien disclosed orally, and  in writing, 
that she  is employee by Westwood Public Schools and certified that she does not have a personal and 
direct financial interest in any of today’s agenda items. 
 
Items for Discussion and Action: 
 
 I.  FY2011 Legislative Report – Discussion 
 
 Relevant documents included in Board materials:  

• Fiscal Year 2011 Annual Legislative Report – PowerPoint presentation, dated February 2011 
• Draft Motion for Approval of the Fiscal Year 2011 Annual Legislative Report 
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Commissioner Killins began by thanking staff for their ongoing commitment and dedication to ensure 
the completion of the FY11 Annual Legislative Report.  In particular, she acknowledged the efforts of 
Nicole Lessard and Pam Roux. 
 
Pam Roux introduced the 2011 Annual Legislative Report presentation by referring Board Members to 
the PowerPoint included in the Board materials.  She stated that the Report addresses the reporting 
requirements established by the Legislature in the Department’s enabling legislation, and that the 
Report is organized to align with the Strategic Directions of the Department, as defined by the Board.  
Ms. Roux highlighted a few key achievements from FY11, including QRIS, professional development, 
early literacy, mental health, coordinated family and community engagement and increased access for 
families to child care programs and services.   Looking ahead, Ms. Roux noted that the Department 
anticipates full implementation of QRIS, the establishment of the Early Childhood Information System 
(ECIS), and continuing efforts to de-coupling access to child care from work status. 
 
Secretary Reville arrived at the meeting during the Department’s presentation of the Legislative Report. 
 
Board Member Carol Craig O’Brien congratulated the Department and the staff for the hard work put 
into the development of the FY11 Annual Legislative Report. She also thanked Board Members Wasser 
Gish and Villegas-Reimers for reviewing various versions the report. 
 
Chairperson Chesloff asked whether EEC’s legislation specifies the submission requirements.  
Commissioner confirme that the legislation specifies the intended recipients of the Report, which 
includes the Joint Committee of Ways and Means, the Senate President and the Speaker of the House.  
Commissioner Killins also mentioned that the Department is currently working on the agenda for the 
March 1, 2011 meeting at the State House at which time EEC will be discussing the Legislative Report.  
She also mentioned that the report will be posted on EEC’s website and hard copies will be available.  
 
On a motion duly made and seconded, it was:  
VOTED that that the Board approves the Annual Legislative Report for Fiscal Year 2011, as presented 
and included in the Board materials, and authorizes the Department to submit the Annual Legislative 
Report on its behalf.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Comments from the Secretary 
Secretary Reville began by commenting on the Governor’s Budget stating that the Governor continues 
to demonstrate a strong commitment to education, which is highlighted by the fact that the education 
agencies were given a 5% increase across the board, including a 1% increase dedicated to EEC.  Secretary 
Reville also noted that the Governor’s Budget underlined priorities of early literacy and reading 
proficiency by grade three, as well as the administration’s commitment to medium and small cities.  
Secretary Reville acknowledged that the Governor’s budget falls short of the Department’s aspirations, 
but reiterated that overall, the budget signifies a strong statement in support of the work that we do.  
Lastly, Secretary Reville encouraged advocates to support the budget as it moves through the 
Legislature noting that FY12 represents a challenging budget season. 
 
Chairperson Chesloff thanked Secretary Reville for the update and expressed his gratitude for the 
Governor’s commitment to early education and care. 
 
II. License Plate Funds – Accreditation and Literacy-Discussion 
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Relevant documents included in Board materials:  

• Invest in Children Child Care Quality Fund: Accreditation and Literacy– PowerPoint 
presentation, February 2011  

• Draft Motion for Approval of License Plate Funds-Accreditation and Literacy 
 
Commissioner Killins provided the Board with an overview of the Child Care Quality Fund, stating that 
the legislature specifically allocated revenues associated with sales of the “Invest in Children” license 
plates to be appropriated to EEC, in order to support a Child Care Quality Fund that provides grants to 
non-profit organizations to improve the quality of child care.   
 
Historically, EEC has raised approximately $300K a year from this fund.  EEC did not award any grants 
with these funds in FY10 or FY11, which has resulted in a balance of approximately $800K in the fund.  
Commissioner Killins mentioned that EEC is working closely with United Way to support the distribution 
of these funds and recommends using $450K of the fund to support program quality improvement 
grants, as follows: 1) individual grants of up to $2,500 each to programs to cover 50% of accreditation 
fees; 2) individual grants of up to $5,000 each to programs to support the four areas identified in the 
2011 Striving Readers Comprehensive Literacy plan; and 3) grants to support up to 8 staff at center-
based programs or family child care programs to support Child Development Associates (CDA) fees. 
Additionally, the Department is recommending that grantees must rate level 2 or higher on QRIS to be 
eligible to receive grants for accreditation fees and for intentional literacy efforts, and grantees must be 
participating in QRIS and rated at least level 1 to be eligible for CDA grants. The Commissioner 
concluded by noting that the General Laws provide the Commissioner with broad discretion for the 
distribution of these quality grant funds. 
 
Board member Joan Wasser Gish noted that she likes the ideas, but asked for clarification regarding the 
limitation regarding non-profits. Commissioner Killins confirmed that the limitation of funding to non-
profits is included in the statutory language.  Board Member Wasser Gish then asked if it would be 
consistent to require eligible programs to serve low-income children.  Commissioner Killins responded 
by stating that EEC always supports prioritizing services to low-income children by providing extra points 
to providers through the procurement process. 
 
Board member Carol Craig O’Brien applauded Commissioner Killins in aligning support to literacy 
resources.  However,  she is expressed her concern and worries about creating a mixed delivery system 
which leaves out other programs that are not non-profit child care organizations, especially if this grant 
is the only grant that programs can use as a resource to support accreditation fees.  Board member 
Craig O’Brien mentioned that there are smaller programs that struggle to maintain QRIS and 
accreditation and that is nearly impossible to continue to write grants because they may not have the 
staff or the appropriate resources to complete this grants. She recommended that it is important that 
the Department monitors who are the recipients of these grants. General Counsel Constantia 
Papanikolaou stated that the statute grants the Commissioner broad discretion to distribute these 
quality funds, but specifically limits pool of eligible recipients to non-profits. Commissioner Killins 
acknowledged Board member O’Brien’s concerns and stated that the Department would explore 
modifying the legislative language.   
 
Secretary Paul Reville recommended that the Department develop a more focused use of the funds on a 
particular topic, in order to better market private support for these funds.  Secretary Reville mentioned 
that there is a potential to capture public interest if the focus was more specific.  He suggested that the 
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Department not just think about distribution of the funds, but also how to promote the fund in order to 
increase revenues, which would ultimately grant EEC more options.  Secretary Reville also cautioned 
that the Department should keep an eye out for overlap for purposes of efficiency and to avoid 
duplication of efforts.  Commissioner Killins responded that the biggest difference in the proposed 
distribution methodology is the inclusion of evidence-based tools and that accreditation is aligned with 
QRIS. 
 
Board member Joan Wasser Gish echoed Board member Craig O’Brien concerns relating to viewing the 
funding proposal in a broader context to see what resources are available for different programs 
associated with QRIS and to have a better understanding of what is missing in terms of support, so that 
EEC can examine if the Department is reaching the entire field.  She encouraged the Department to map 
what resources are available and what is missing.  
 
Chairperson Chesloff asked about EEC’s License Plate Fund and asked how the collection of funds has 
been trending and whether collecting $300K per year is the average. Commissioner Killins mentioned 
that United Way is supporting the Department in its targeted purpose of literacy. He also asked if this is 
one time investment and why the Department is only proposing to use $450K when there is a balance of 
$793K in the fund. She reported that the Department is intentionally holding back some of the funds, 
and will reevaluate funding as we move forward.  
 
On a motion duly made and seconded, it was:  
VOTED that that the Board allows the expenditure of $450,000 of the Child Care Quality Funds for 
grants to support accreditation, professional development and early literacy activities as presented in 
the February 8, 2011 Board presentation.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
III. Early Childhood and Unified Information Technology (IT) System-Discussion 

 
Relevant document included in Board materials:  
• EEC Information Technology (IT) Systems: Status of Work– PowerPoint presentation, February 

2011 
 
Joan Clark, Chief Information Officer for the Department, and Sharon Wright from the Executive Office 
of Education (EOE) presented the Board with an update regarding the EEC Information Technology 
System.   Ms. Clark highlighted the key achievements and goals for the EEC IT System, including the 
development of a unified system for financial assistance and enhancements to Background Record 
Checks (BRC), the Professional Qualifications Registry (PQR), the Quality Rating Improvement System 
(QRIS), a Commercial off the Shelf (COST) Waiting List System, the Grant Management System and the 
Early Childhood Information System (ECIS).   
 
Chairperson Chesloff asked if the Department was able to quantify any cost savings achieved due to 
these technological enhancements.  Ms. Clark noted that efficiencies in some areas, such as the BRC 
enhancements which converted a paper-based process into an electronic one, are readily measurable;  
but other enhancements--   such as efficiencies in the eligibility determination process, billing 
improvements, and minimization of errors--  would require additional time.  Both Commissioner Killins 
and Ms. Clark noted that ECIS encompasses some of the most exciting efforts that the Department has 
ever undertaken with the goal of learning what causes positive outcomes in children.  Ms. Clark noted 
that much of this technology was not feasible five years ago when the agency was created. 
 



9 
 

Chairperson Chesloff applauded the efforts of the Department and noted that the goals are aligned to 
create a much more coordinated system.  Secretary Reville expressed his appreciation of the joint 
efforts of EEC and EOE and acknowledged that these efforts represent a realization of the Governor’s 
aspiration to bring services together.  Chairperson Chesloff thanked Ms. Clark for her service and wished 
her luck in her retirement. 
 
IV. Professional Development: Preschool Standards and Guidelines and Core Competency -

Discussion 
 

Relevant document included in Board materials:  
• Competency Based Training Trough Online Courses – PowerPoint presentation, Feb.2011 

 
Phil Baimas, EEC’s Director of Educator and Provider Support, provided the Board with an overview of 
the components of a competency-based professional development system and talked about the 
importance of implementing a flexible model with multiple pathways for educators.  He acknowledged 
EEC’s commitment to fund 4 online college-level courses to be developed in collaboration with Higher 
Education, including:  a Survey of EEC’s Core Competencies; Guidelines for Preschool Learning 
Experiences; Early Learning Guidelines for Infants and Toddlers; and Literacy and Language 
Development Birth to Eight.  Mr. Baimas highlighted the flexibility of the developed modules, which can 
be used to support individual study or combined into the context of a larger course.  Mr. Baimas also 
highlighted that this project is a sustainable use of ARRA funding, as the funds were used to develop 
trainings that can be used for on-going professional development. 
 
Mr. Baimas then introduced a panel of presenters representing UMass, in order to provide an 
opportunity for the Board to see first-hand the Department’s efforts to implement flexible training 
modules for professional development. The UMass panelists included: Anne Douglass, Assistant 
Professor of Early Education and Care; Angie Stone-McDonald, Assistant Professor in Early Education 
and Care; and Mary Lu Love, Lecturer/Director of Early Childhood Services for Community Inclusion.  
 
On behalf of UMass, Ms. Stone-MacDonald thanked the Department for given UMass the opportunity to 
design the online courses to enhance work competency. She conducted an overview of the Preschool 
Learning Guidelines and Core Competencies Online Training Modules.  Then, each of the panelists 
provided the Board with an Online Module Walkthrough of their respective courses.  Ms. Douglass then 
discussed course logistics, such as the fact that each course requires 15 hours of work and that each 
course includes a presentation of 30 to 45 minutes with video links, required course readings, and links 
to other web resources.   
 
Chairperson Chesloff thanked the panelists and noted the importance of making sure that technology is 
used efficiently and supports the needs of early education and care educators.  Commissioner Killins 
mentioned that the Department is working to find ways to reach out to various groups and to ensure 
that educators have the opportunity to participate in the online courses.  Mr. Baimas noted that not 
everyone in the field is ready for online courses, but that everyone has an opportunity to access the 
online courses. 
 
Secretary Reville stated that the UMass online courses developed for early education and care educators 
cover a large range of information. He asked about the role of the instructor and the level of opportunity 
for interaction.   Ms. Douglass responded that participants have various options to use the online 
courses including: having a facilitator, using the modules on their own, or choosing to use the online 
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with a peer.  These options provide flexibility, self-reflection, and encourage the development of 
learning communities.  
 
Board Member Craig O’Brien noted that using ARRA funds to support this project was a good decision 
given the sustainability of these projects. She mentioned the importance to reach out to other partners 
such as public libraries to improve outreach and access opportunities.  
 
Board Member Villegas-Reimers asked about the opportunity to translate these courses to other 
languages or to translate speficic pieces such as content, online access, etc. She suggested that EEC may 
need to identify which sections of the courses can be translated to maximize the level of effectiviness 
and cost.  Commisssioner Killins stated that the courses have not been translated, but that the 
Department could consider a pilot to translate some of the modules.  She indicated that a major 
obstacle is funding.  Commissioner Killins stated that EEC would cost it out. 
 
On motion duly made and seconded, it was: 
VOTED that the meeting adjourn at 3:22 p.m., subject to the call of the Chairperson. The motion 
passed unanimously. 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Sherri Killins, Ed.D. 
Commissioner of the Department and 
Secretary to the Board 
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