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Chap. 492 An Act relative to the completion of the reconstruc-
tion AND REPAIR OF MAY, CROCKER AND WELD HALLS AT
THE STATE TEACHERS' COLLEGE IN FRAMINGHAM.

Whereas, The commonwealth has partially completed the

reconstruction and repair of certain portions of the State

Teachers' College in Framingham under the instrument

hereinafter referred to; and
Whereas, An instrument purporting to be a contract

between the Commonwealth and Martin W. Ryan, Inc.,

for such reconstruction and repair, was executed by a

former commissioner of education, on behalf of the com-
monwealth, but the validity of such instrument as a con-

tract has been questioned and work thereunder has ceased;

and
Emergency Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend

to defeat its purpose, therefore it is hereby declared to be
an emergency law, necessary for the immediate preserva-

tion of the public safety and convenience.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

The commissioner of education is hereby authorized and
empowered to expend, for the completion of the reconstruc-

tion and repair of May, Crocker and Weld halls at the

state teachers' college in Framingham, a sum not exceeding

ninety-four thousand, four hundred and forty-one dollars,

which sum is hereby appropriated from the general fund or

ordinary revenue of the commonwealth, for such purpose,

in accordance with a message of the governor dated Feb-

ruary sixth of the current year. Said commissioner is further

authorized and empowered, on behalf of the commonwealth,
to enter into a contract for such purpose. Any contract

made under authority of this act shall be subject to the

approval of the attorney general as to form and legality.

Approved August 12, 1939.

preamble.

C/ia?}. 493 An Act relating further to the fixing of local tax
RATES FOR THE CURRENT YEAR.

Emergency Whercas, The deferred operation of this act would tend
pream e.

^^ defeat its purpose, it is therefore declared to be an emer-

gency law, necessary for the preservation of the public

convenience.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. The assessors of any city or town may, pur-

suant to the provisions of chapter fifty-nine of the General

Laws, fix the tax rate for the current year on or after Sep-

tember first of said year and no tax rate for such year shall

be rescinded after said date.

Section 2. A person aggrieved by the tax assessed upon
him in the current year may, on or before November fif-
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teenth, of the current year, apply in writing to the assessors,

on a form approved by the commissioner, for an abatement
thereof. Notwithstanding the provisions of section fifty-

nine of chapter fifty-nine of the General Laws all provisions

of law affecting abatement shall be equally applicable in

respect to the assessment of taxes in the current year relat-

ing to abatements applied for on or before November fif-

teenth of the current year. Approved August 12, 1939.

An Act amending the law relative to valuation and
(jjidp 494

APPRAISAL OF PROPERTY IN CONNECTION WITH THE TAXA-
^'

TION OF LEGACIES AND SUCCESSIONS.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. Chapter sixty-five of the General Laws is o. l. (Ter.

hereby amended by striking out section twenty-five, as §^25; eu-'.,

amended by section thirty-four of chapter four hundred amended.'

and fifty-one of the acts of the current year, and inserting

in place thereof the Mlowing: — Section 25. The value of
S''*i^;]'i"of

°°

property upon which a tax under this chapter is to be com- property by

puted shall be determined by the commissioner. There may '=°'""''^*'°°*''"-

be excluded from any determination of value any property
on which information satisfactory to the commissioner has
not been furnished to him, or any property in which the

decedent had a vested interest coming into possession and
enjoyment at a future time, and with respect to such ex-

cluded property or any part thereof valuation shall be
made by the commissioner when satisfactory information

is furnished or otherwise becomes available to him or the

property comes into possession and enjoyment, as the case

may be. Any determination of value by the commissioner
under this section shall be notified by him to the persons

by whom the tax is payable and such determination shall be
final as to all property valued therein, unless the value so

determined shall be reduced or altered as provided in this

or the following section. At any time within three months
after such a determination of value, any person interested

in the succession, or the executor, administrator or trustee,

may appeal from the determination to the appellate tax

board. Said board shall appraise such property as has
been valued by the commissioner at its value as of the date
of death of the decedent, shall give notice of its decision to

the commissioner and to the appellant, and shall make
return thereof to the probate court. Such return, when
accepted by the court, shall be final except that any party
aggrieved by such appraisal shall have an appeal on matters
of law.

Section 2. Said chapter sixty-five is hereby further g. l. (Ter.

amended by striking out section twenty-six, as amended f 26.' etc,

by section thirty-five of said chapter four hundred and fifty- amended'.'

one, and inserting in place thereof the following: — Section Alteration of

26. At any time within three months after the date of any valuations.

determination of value by the commissioner under the pre-


