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Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education  

The Office of Digital Learning supports the catalyzation of K -12 education policy and practice to advance 
powerful, personalized, learner -centered experiences through competency -based, blended and online learning. 
Working collaboratively with the field and  external partners, we broker funding, resources, and relationships to 
enable improved student and educator access to high -quality new learning models, supported by technology, 
that prepare them for student and school success .  

 

 

New Public-Private Partnership
On December 14, 2016, LearnLaunch Institute and ESE announced a 
new, public-private partnership to catalyze personalized learning in 
the Commonwealth with the purpose of better preparing students 
for their future: the Massachusetts Personalized Learning Edtech 
(MAPLE) Consortium. With support from the Barr Foundation and 
Nellie Mae Education Foundation, MAPLE will leverage the work 
being done by the Commonwealth’s most innovative schools to 
enable districts to personalize learning, ensuring all students are  

prepared to be productive and successful citizens in the world 
awaiting them after high school. MAPLE is dedicated to connecting 
districts and schools with necessary resources – a strong peer 
learning community, professional learning, digital tools, funding 
strategies, technology partners, and a rich evidence base – to create 
innovative models of teaching and learning to improve student 
engagement and achievement. Learn more at 
www.learnlaunch.org/MAPLE or follow @LearnLaunch #MAPLE. 

How does Massachusetts define personalized learning? 

Personalized learning is a verb, not a noun, and its meaning 
continues to evolve. Personalized learning seeks to accelerate 
student learning by tailoring the instructional environment – what, 
when, how and where students learn – to address the individual 
needs, skills and interests of each student. Within a framework of 
established curriculum standards and high expectations, 
personalized learning motivates students to reach their goals. 
Students take ownership of their own learning and develop deep, 

personal connections with each other, their teachers and other 
adults. Technology is necessary to implement personalized learning 
effectively, affordably, and at significant scale. Teachers leverage 
technology to gain detailed and timely knowledge of their students 
that guides instruction. Effective use of technology allows teachers 
and students to focus more on creativity, critical thinking, and 
collaboration. 

http://learnlaunch.org/maple/
http://learnlaunch.org/maple/
http://www.learnlaunch.org/MAPLE
http://learnlaunch.org/maple/
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2016 State of the States K-12 Connectivity Report 
Through Governor Baker’s office, Education Superhighway (ESH), a 
national nonprofit, is partnering with the Executive Office of 
Education (EOE), the Massachusetts Office of Information 
Technology (MassIT), and ESE to expand school access to affordable, 
high-speed broadband in the Commonwealth. ESH released their 
2016 State of the States report profiling the status of Internet 
connectivity in K-12 public schools across the nation.  

Great progress has been made on upgrading schools both nationally 
and state-by-state –34.9 million students and 2.4 million teachers 
in 70,000 schools now have the minimum connectivity they need 
for digital learning. ESH created this report to highlight where our 
public schools currently stand and help identify opportunities for 
action. Check out the Massachusetts profile detailing progress 
towards meeting the minimum connectivity goal for digital learning! 

Highlights from Massachusetts: 

 82% of school districts representing 663,860 students meet the minimum connectivity goal of 100 kbps per student. 

 111 school districts upgraded their networks in 2016 leading to 354,862 students getting more bandwidth. 

 90% of schools have the fiber connections needed to keep up with growing bandwidth demand from students and teachers. 

 75% of school districts report sufficient Wi-Fi in all their classrooms. $48M of E-rate funding remains to support Wi-Fi network 
upgrades. 

 64% of school districts are maximizing the bandwidth they are getting for their budgets. 

Although great progress has been made, we still have work to do to ensure that no students are left behind without the connectivity they 
need to take advantage of technology in the classroom. 
 

Get more bandwidth for your budget! 

ESH’s new and improved 
version of Compare & Connect 
K-12 enables users to easily 
view and compare bandwidth 
and broadband pricing 

information for their own and other school districts across 
Massachusetts. Compare & Connect K-12 is a free online tool that 
empowers school district leaders to get the most bandwidth for 
their broadband budgets. The tool’s powerful new features will 
make it even easier for you to view broadband services and 
bandwidth information for school districts in your region.  

Use Compare & Connect K-12 to find out what other districts are 
buying to support digital learning; compare broadband options in a 
state or across the country; see what service providers are offering 
to nearby districts; and view a summary of 2016 E-rate filing. 
 
Using this tool, you will be equipped to negotiate for bandwidth 
that can support digital learning today and into the future.  
 
We hope you find Compare & Connect K-12 to be a helpful resource.  
If you have feedback or questions, you can contact 
EducationSuperHighway directly. 

 

 

Digital Learning Day 2017 is February 23.  
Let’s put Massachusetts on the map! 
If you have a #DLDay celebration planned, visit the registration page and complete the form with 
your event title, type, location, and details about the activity along with any relevant links; your 
event will then be added to the official Digital Learning Day map. Looking for inspiration? Browse 
activities and ideas on the Digital Learning Day site. Once you’ve registered your event, please be 
sure to share out your news and link back to the map so others can join you. Don’t forget to use the 
#DLDay hashtag and to tag @OfficialDLDay! 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.compareandconnectk12.org/
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__stateofthestates.educationsuperhighway.org_-3FpostalCd-3DMA&d=DQMFaQ&c=lDF7oMaPKXpkYvev9V-fVahWL0QWnGCCAfCDz1Bns_w&r=hlsbt0_ssuohbc8WfLaxhp2ZEFqQjzKT370QqzitQ7M&m=afT7ASZYvbOH3RnLYfIYZZ0V58Ems2PBkEl96jOj1Xc&s=2udzTYbbi09qduS0MF123J9S1PBFSNA1NhAC6M7lIpw&e=
https://s3-us-west-1.amazonaws.com/esh-sots-pdfs/Massachusetts_Snapshot_2016.pdf
https://goo.gl/YDQnBg
mailto:info@educationsuperhighway.org.
mailto:info@educationsuperhighway.org.
http://digitallearningday.org/register-your-event/
http://digitallearningday.org/register-your-event/
http://www.digitallearningday.org/
http://www.digitallearningday.org/about-dlday/
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ODL and adult learning: Reusable Learning Objects 
When it comes to 
professional learning, less 
is often more. With limited 
time to capture the 
attention of adult learners, 
content must be presented 
interactively and 
judiciously.  Reusable 
Learning Objects (RLOs) 

are interactive tutorials that can be accessed online at any time.  
Multiple RLOs can be combined to form entire courses. RLOs can 
supplement ESE-sponsored conferences and events, so that face-to-
face time is used more effectively.  They are flexible enough to 
communicate the big ideas underlying a large concept/initiative, or 
explain the nuts-and-bolts of how to do something incredibly 
specific.  

 
Above all, well-
designed and well-
developed reusable 
learning objects will 
migrate across 
platforms and allow 
an organization to 
expand the reach of 
training. 

Adult learners prefer to be free to direct themselves and therefore 
it’s important for them to have control and self-direction over their 
learning.  Adult learners also have a lot to juggle making it more 
difficult to make room for learning, and while it’s crucial to 
prioritize, RLOs accommodate busy schedules and accept the fact 
that personal obligations might obstruct the learning process. 
 
Some of the RLOs that have been developed by the Office of Digital 
Learning include the Requirements for Collaborative Board 
Members, Making Accessible Documents, Prevention of Physical 
Restraint and Requirements If Used, Indicator 12, SEPP Security 
Portal, and the Low-income Education Access Project (LEAP).   
 
Current RLOs in production include Early Warning Implementation 
Cycle (EWIS) and the Parent's Guide to Special Education.  
Upcoming projects include Safe Schools Program for Lesbian, Gay, 
Bisexual, Transgender, Queer and Questioning (LGTBQ) Students 
and Edwin Analytics and the Collaboration Tool: Designing 
Curriculum for English Learners.   
 
Each course contains a survey to assist in the creation, 
development, and editing of all the RLOs.  The impact so far has 
been positive with average feedback being from 4.5 out of 5.  
 
If you’re interested in learning more about RLOs, please contact 
Bobby Earle O’Brien or Stuart Phillips. 

Edwin Analytics learning resources 
 Many of you will have heard of Edwin Analytics, the system that provides 

authorized users with views of student data as well as information for and about 
educators that support planning and decision-making in classrooms, schools, and 
districts. In the Office of Digital Learning we are preparing learning resources to 
support your use of the system, as individuals and in groups. 
 
Do you have examples of insights that you or your team have gained from this 
data? What reports have you found most useful? Are there additional reports you 
would like to see? And finally, what forms of learning and support would help you 
most in using the system further?  Let us know! 

SketchUp Pro – New versions available! 
All Massachusetts public K-12 schools now have access to the 
three most recent versions of SketchUp Pro licenses at any given 
time: SketchUp Pro 2015, SketchUp Pro 2016, and SketchUp Pro 
2017. (The expiration of the SketchUp Pro 2015 licenses will 
coincide with the release of SketchUp Pro 2018, planned for 
November 2017). To determine which version of SketchUp Pro a 
school should use, visit Sketchup’s hardware & software page.  

To receive codes, please complete this form. Also, be sure to check 
out the SketchUp Pro Implementation Guide. Produced by the ODL 
in collaboration with the Northeast Comprehensive Center, this 
document supports the use of SketchUp Pro throughout the state, 
features examples from Massachusetts schools and educators, and 
is designed to provide educators with necessary resources to 
increase student success. Happy Sketching! 

 

  

mailto:bobrien@doe.mass.edu
mailto:stuart.phillips@doe.mass.edu
http://www.doe.mass.edu/edwin/analytics/
mailto:stuart.phillips@doe.mass.edu
http://help.sketchup.com/en/article/36208
http://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/3323220/SketchUp-License-Application-Updated-1-25-17
http://www.doe.mass.edu/odl/SketchUp/Guide.pdf
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Expanding catalog of free K-12 critical skills courses from EverFi 

In partnership with EverFi, the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education is pleased to offer a range of high quality, free co-

curricular online learning modules to K-12 schools, all with a focus on 21st century skills development (STEM, digital citizenship, financial 

literacy, and more). Teachers get access to an instructor portal to track students’ progress and access supplemental course materials.  

Future Goals - Hockey Scholar 
(grades 5-8) - a Boston Bruins- themed 
STEM readiness course, reinforcing math, 
science, and engineering concepts through 
the game of hockey. This course is aligned to 
NGSS, Common Core, and MA STE standards 
(see the guide here). 

FutureSmart: Building Financial Capability 
(grades 6-8) - a financial education course in 
which students learn and apply key 
economic concepts and terms throughout 
such as opportunity cost and supply and 
demand. This course is aligned to Jump$tart 
Standards, National Curriculum Standards 

for Social Studies, and MA Standards.  

Ignition: Digital Literacy and Responsibility 
(grade 6-8) - covers the "nuts and bolts" of 
technology and STEM careers, while also 
placing students in a virtual environment to 
tackle issues including online privacy, 
security, cyberbullying, digital relationships, 
and the viral nature of the web. 

Explore these and more offerings on the Office of Digital Learning Free K–12 Courses/Activities page. Feel free to get started on your own at 

everfi.com/register. Or, if you would like to learn more, schedule a 15-minute introductory meeting with EverFi’s Jessica Donovan 

(jdonovan@everfi.com) using this form: https://goo.gl/forms/1LdbjzERW6hYUkoF2. 

Foundations for Inclusive Practice online courses 

Looking for free and engaging online learning about inclusive 
practice? ESE has sponsored the creation of two Foundations for 
Inclusive Practice online courses to help educators meet the needs 
of all learners in inclusive settings. These courses are self-paced and 
free to Massachusetts educators. The courses are also one way for 
Massachusetts educators to earn the 15 professional development 
points in "effective schooling for students with disabilities an 

 
instruction of students with diverse learning styles" that are 
required to renew a professional license. The courses employ a 
range of online learning tools including Captivate videos, Padlet 
message boards, audio clips of Massachusetts educators, and 
interactive learning exercises. The courses are Foundations for 
Inclusive Practice: Administrator and Foundations for Inclusive 
Practice: Educator and present a rigorous and engaging sequence of 
professional development about meeting the needs of all students. 
Educators can register at the Guidebook for Inclusive 
Practice website. Districts who are interested in forming 
communities of practice as a supplement to these courses can fill 
out this short form. You may also be interested in this short video 
preview of the content in the course. For more information, contact 
Matt Holloway in the Center for Educator Effectiveness 

Commonwealth Virtual Schools update 
The two Commonwealth of Massachusetts Virtual Schools (CMVS), 
Massachusetts Virtual Academy at Greenfield (GCVS) and TEC 
Connections Academy (TECCA), are public school districts, directly 
accountable to the Board and ESE. Information on both schools, 
including copies of reports from all reviews, is available on the ODL 
website. If you have questions or wish to speak with someone from 
our office about virtual education in Massachusetts, please email 
Jennifer Gwatkin. 

The School Attending Report, due February 24, 2017, includes the 
enrollment of all full-time students whose parents or legal guardians 
are residents of the city or town. This includes students who are 
enrolled in the Commonwealth Virtual Schools. To facilitate 
obtaining this information, ODL provided rosters via the security 
portal (SIMS File Exchange) for every district. As such, districts 
should not have to reach out to the two virtual schools for this 
information to complete their reports. 

Digital Learning Advisory Council (DLAC) 
The DLAC is an existing Board advisory council established by statute 
(St. 2012, c.379, s.7). The next meeting is scheduled for Friday, March 
24, from 10:00 am – 12:00 noon. 

For additional information on the DLAC as well as the full schedule 
of meetings, please visit the DLAC’s website. 

http://everfi.com/
http://www.doe.mass.edu/odl/FreeActivities.html
http://www.doe.mass.edu/odl/FreeActivities.html
https://tracking.cirrusinsight.com/144cc04c-fd3a-4416-a3d9-fe0bf010a123/everfi-com-k12-hockeyscholar
http://everfi.statestandards.com/search.pl?authority=US:MA&course=275741
https://tracking.cirrusinsight.com/144cc04c-fd3a-4416-a3d9-fe0bf010a123/everfi-dot-yamm-track-appspot-com-redirect
https://tracking.cirrusinsight.com/144cc04c-fd3a-4416-a3d9-fe0bf010a123/everfi-dot-yamm-track-appspot-com-redirect
https://tracking.cirrusinsight.com/144cc04c-fd3a-4416-a3d9-fe0bf010a123/everfi-statestandards-com-search-pl
https://tracking.cirrusinsight.com/144cc04c-fd3a-4416-a3d9-fe0bf010a123/everfi-com-k12-ignition
http://www.doe.mass.edu/odl/FreeActivities.html
file:///C:/Users/kak/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/YEUSUQ38/everfi.com/register
mailto:jdonovan@everfi.com
https://goo.gl/forms/1LdbjzERW6hYUkoF2
http://www.mass.gov/edu/government/departments-and-boards/ese/programs/educator-effectiveness/licensure/academic-prek-12/advancing-or-renewing-a-license.html#Renewing%20a%20professional%20license
http://www.doe.mass.edu/edeval/guidebook/
http://www.doe.mass.edu/edeval/guidebook/
http://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/3007935/Foundations-for-Inclusive-Practice-Course-Communities-of-Practice
https://vimeo.com/177434160
https://vimeo.com/177434160
mailto:mholloway@doe.mass.edu
http://mava.k12.com/
http://www.connectionsacademy.com/massachusetts-virtual-school/home.aspx
http://www.connectionsacademy.com/massachusetts-virtual-school/home.aspx
http://www.doe.mass.edu/odl/cmvs/
http://www.doe.mass.edu/odl/cmvs/
mailto:jgwatkin@doe.mass.edu
http://www.doe.mass.edu/boe/sac/dlac/default.html
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ODL blog! 
L ast spring ODL launched its very own blog to serve as a forum for 
contributors from ESE and across Massachusetts to share their digital  
learning stories and experiences. 

Recent topics include "Finding ‘Personalized Learning’ and 
Other Edtech Buzzwords on the Gartner Hype Cycle” by 
Michael Horn, and “Compare & Connect K-12: Learn how to 
get more bandwidth for your budget,” by Education 
Superhighway. If you’re interested in contributing a post 
(perhaps on your #DLDay 2017 activities, or your district’s 
#GoOpen initiative?), contact Ken Klau. 

Office of Digital Learning listserv 
The ODL listserv disseminates information and notices including, 
but not limited to, newsletters, policy/regulation updates, public 
comment announcements, professional development opportunities, 
and public awareness messages. If you are listed in ESE Directory 
Administration as an “Educational Technology Director” or 

 “Library/Media Services Director,” you have already been 
subscribed to this list. If you know others who would benefit from 
the information from the ODL listserv, please forward the subscriber 
information. 

PBS LearningMedia Resources for African-American History Month 
This free collection of 
videos, documents, 
and primary sources 
lends context to the 

events and leaders that defined the Civil Rights Movement’s first 
three decades (1954-1985). These resources also capture the issues 
and activists involved in the struggle today— those making 
headlines, stirring debate, and trending on social  

media. This collection can be used to support teaching the content 
featured in the PBS rebroadcast of the groundbreaking Civil Rights 
documentary series, Eyes on the Prize. However, due to media 
permissions restrictions, the collection does not feature video from 
the series itself. It does feature video segments adapted from the 
half-hour special that accompanied the rebroadcast, Eyes on the 
Prize: Then and Now. 

Online Professional Development through Invention New England Partnership 
The Invention New England Partnership is a collaboration among states in the northeast region to promote 
and share professional development opportunities for educators. Through this partnership, the Office of 
Digital Learning is pleased to offer online professional development courses run by the New Hampshire 
Department of Education. 
 
Courses are offered in 16 categories, including all core subjects, the arts, health education, early education, 
special education, videography, World Languages, and Intel® Teach Elements (courses that help K–12 
teachers of all subjects learn to engage students with digital learning, including digital content, Web 2.0, 
social networking, and online tools and resources). Courses were developed by New Hampshire educators 
trained in online course development, EdTech Leaders Online at the Education Development Center (EDC), 
The Academy of Applied Science, and Intel Corporation, among others. 
 

Massachusetts educators may only receive credit for successfully completing courses if approved by their local school district. ESE has not 
reviewed these courses and districts should evaluate them against the Department's standards for high quality professional development 
and their local instructional priorities before offering them to educators or determining the number of professional development points 
awarded, if any, for successful completion. The cost is $130 per course (early bird rates of $120 apply until two weeks prior to the start of a 
course). Registration details are on the New Hampshire Department of Education's OpenNH website. 

 

  

http://blog.mass.gov/odl/
mailto:kklau@doe.mass.edu
http://www.doe.mass.edu/odl/newsletter-listserv.html
http://www.doe.mass.edu/odl/newsletter-listserv.html
https://mass.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/civilrightsthenandnow/?utm_source=lmnews&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=mktg_2016
https://mass.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/civilrightsthenandnow/?utm_source=lmnews&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=mktg_2016
https://mass.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/civilrightsthenandnow/?utm_source=lmnews&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=mktg_2016
http://www.doe.mass.edu/news/news.aspx?id=24076
http://nheon.org/opennh/
http://www.doe.mass.edu/news/news.aspx?id=24076
https://mass.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/civilrightsthenandnow/?utm_source=lmnews&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=mktg_2016
http://blog.mass.gov/odl/
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Recent posts to the ODL website 
January 31, 2017 Now accepting applications: MassCUE Blended and Digital Learning Program 

January 13, 2017 Free, Online Course for School Leaders: Launching Innovation in Schools 

January 12, 2017 CCSSO Takes OER to YouTube 

December 29, 2016 Upcoming Workshops, Conferences, Programs, and Events Sponsored by MassCUE 

 

http://www.doe.mass.edu/news/news.aspx?id=24152
http://www.doe.mass.edu/news/news.aspx?id=24123
http://www.doe.mass.edu/news/news.aspx?id=24120
http://www.cvent.com/events/Calendar/Calendar.aspx?cal=94b1a0e6-18c1-42c7-b821-b38b73832fab

