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An Act establishing the financial year of the city of Chap. 38
WALTHAM.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. The financial year of the city of Waltham in

nineteen hundred and thirty-four shall begin February first

and end December thirty-first. In nineteen hundred and
thirty-five and in each year thereafter, the financial year of

said city shall begin January first and end December thirty-

first.

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its acceptance

by the city council of said city, with the approval of the

mayor, not later than May first of the current year.

Approved February 13, 1934-

An Act making certain provisions of the election
(JJiqi) 39

LAWS conform to RECENT CHANGES IN THE LIQUOR LAWS.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. Section nineteen of chapter thirty-nine of the g. l. (Ter.

General Laws, as appearing in the Tercentenary Edition ^pea'ied.'
^
^^'

thereof, is hereby repealed.

Section 2. Section twenty of said chapter thirty-nine, g. l. (Ter.

as so appearing, is hereby amended by striking out all after
^meiicfed

^ ^°'

the word "thereat " in the third line down to and including the

word "thirty-eight" in the fifth line, and by striking out all

after the word "officers" in the twelfth line down to and
including the word "eight" in the fifteenth line, — so as to

read as follows: — Section 20. Towns divided into voting Precinct voting

precincts may, for their annual town election, establish

precinct voting for all town officers to be chosen thereat, by
accepting this section at a meeting held fourteen days at

least before the annual town meeting. The acceptance of

this section or corresponding provisions of earlier laws may
be revoked by the town at a meeting held thirty days at

least before the annual town meeting; and if so revoked this

section shall cease to be in force therein. In towns in which
this section or corresponding provisions of earlier laws are in

force, all matters to be considered at the annual town meet-
ing, other than the election of town officers, shall be in order

only at a town meeting held within thirty days after the

date of the annual election, and not later than April thirtieth.

The time and place of holding such subsequent meeting shall

be stated in the warrant for the annual election, and said

election, subsequent meeting and its adjournments shall be
regarded as parts of the annual town meeting. The election

of a moderator, except in towns where moderators are elected

for the term of one year, shall be the first business in order

at said subsequent meeting. Towns by vote or by-law may
authorize voting by precincts at special elections of town
officers.

m towns.
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Section 3. Section twenty-three of said chapter thirty-

nine, as so appearing, is hereby amended by striking out all

after the word "officers" in the third line down to and in-

cluding the word "thirty-eight," in the fifth line, — so as to

read as follows: — Section 23. A town which accepts this

section or has accepted corresponding provisions of earlier

laws may provide that the election of town officers shall take
place at any time within seven days before or after the an-

nual meeting held for the transaction of other business. The
time and place of holding such election and vote shall be
stated in the warrant for the annual town meeting and such
election and vote shall be deemed parts of the annual town
meeting.

Section 4. Section five of chapter forty-one of the

General Laws, as so appearing, is hereby amended by strik-

ing out all after the word "ballot" in the third line down to

and including the word "eight" in the sixth line, — so as to

read as follows :
— Section 5. The voting list shall be used

and the name of every person voting shall be checked thereon,

in the election of all town officers whose election is by law
required to be by ballot; but in the election of other town
officers, the meeting shall determine whether the voting list

shall be used.

Section 5. Section sixty-four of chapter fifty-four of the

General Laws, as so appearing, is hereby amended by strik-

ing out all after the word "direct" in the seventeenth line

down to and including the word "eight" in the twenty-first

line, — so that the last paragraph will read as follows: —
In towns, at the election of state and town officers, the

polls may be opened as early as fifteen minutes before six

o'clock in the forenoon, and shall be opened as early as

twelve o'clock, noon, and shall be kept open at least four

hours, and until the time specified in the warrant when they
may or will be closed; and in towns not voting by precincts

they may be kept open for such longer time as the meeting
shall direct. After an announcement has been made by the

presiding officer of a time so fixed for closing the polls they
shall not be closed at an earlier hour.

Section 6. Section one hundred and four of said chapter

fifty-four, as so appearing, is hereby amended by striking out

all after the word "petition" in the seventh line down to and
including the word "thirty-eight" in the ninth line, — so as

to read as follows: — Section 104- The blank forms and ap-

paratus provided by the state secretary shall be used in as-

certaining the result of the election or vote in state elections

in cities and towns, in city elections, in elections of town
officers in towns where official ballots are used, and also in

taking the vote upon any proposed amendment to the con-

stitution, upon any law or proposed law submitted to the

voters by referendum or initiative petition, and upon any
other question submitted by statute to the voters of any
senatorial or representative district, or of any city or town in

which official ballots are used. If it is impossible to use such
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blank forms or apparatus, the canvass of the votes shall be

made as the presiding officer shall direct; and the clerk shall

record the facts relating to the failure to use such blank forms

or apparatus, and shall enclose an attested copy of such record

in the envelope with the ballots cast.

Approved February 15, 1934-

An Act relative to the taking or possession of great Chap. 40
NORTHERN PIKE OR MUSCALLONGE.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section sixty-six of chapter one hundred and thirty-one g. l. (Ter.

of the General Laws is hereby amended by striking out, in f ee.'a^mended.

the fifth hne, the word "twenty" and inserting in place

thereof the word : — fifteen, — so as to read as follows :
—

Section 66. No person shall, between February first and May ciose season

first following, take from the waters of the commonwealth,
or have in possession, a great northern pike or muscallonge;

nor shall any person at any time take or have in possession

a great northern pike or muscallonge less than fifteen inches

in length so taken unless taken by a person lawfully fishing

and immediately returned alive to the water whence it was
taken.

Approved February 16, 1934.
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An Act relative to the securing by the commonwealth Chap.
OF CERTAIN BENEFITS PROVIDED BY THE NATIONAL INDUS-
TRIAL RECOVERY ACT.

41

Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to

defeat its purpose to alleviate promptly conditions of wide-

spread unemployment, therefore it is hereby declared to be

an emergency law, necessary for the immediate preservation

of the pubHc convenience.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. Chapter three hundred and sixty-five of the

acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-three is hereby amended
by striking out section two and inserting in place thereof the

following :
— Section 2. The commonwealth may engage in

any public works project included in any "comprehensive
program of public works" prepared under section two hun-
dred and two of Title II of the National Industrial Recovery
Act, but only in case such project is approved, as hereinafter

provided, by the commission and by the governor and in

case the proper federal authorities have approved a grant

therefor of federal money under section two hundred and
three of said Title II; provided, that such approval by the

commission or by the governor shall not be granted for any
project which will cause the aggregate expenditures here-

under, exclusive of expenditures for repurchase of obligations

under section two A, to be in excess of twenty-two million
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