
SENATE No. 41.

The Committee on Agriculture, in response to the Order of the
House of Representatives of January 12, 1871, instructing it
to forthwith inquire if any further legislation is needed to
prevent the sale of diseased meat, or the sale of milk from
diseased cows, and report as early as possible, do

That after investigation of the matter and of the action of
the commissioners appointed on contagious diseases, your Com-
mittee is satisfied that such commissioners and the selectmen of
the towns and city authorities have ample authority to protect
the inhabitants from any distribution of meat or milk from dis-
eased animals. That said commissioners, by proper inspection
of the animals at the beef markets around Boston, and by rigid
rules prohibiting diseased animals coming to such markets, have
prevented the sale of diseased meat in the city, and the author-
ities of other cities and towns acting in concert with and under
the direction of the commissioners have effected like results
within their limits. By the same authority and action the sale
of milk from diseased cows has, so far as possible, been prohib-
ited and prevented, and your Committee is satisfied thatall has
been done in the premises that could be accomplished by legis-
lative action or conferred authority.

(Eommcmwcaltl) of illassadjusctte.

In Senate

REPORT:
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This disease is a new one in this country ; certainly brought
here from abroad ; so far as existing facts show, contagious; not
generally fatal, and curable by proper attention to the animals
in a brief period ; and as it is now well understood by those hav-
ing charge of its suppression, there is every reason to believe
that it will soon cease to appear among our cattle.

Your Committee, in view of these facts, do not consider any
further legislation in the matter needed at present.

For the Committee,

K. GOODMAN.


