
SENATE No. 115.

Executive Department. 'os, March 7,1871.

To the Honorabh nd Sou. E

In compliance with an Order adopted by the legislature, I
have the honor to transmit herewith the Report of the Commis-
sioners appointed under chapter 51 of the Resolves of 1870, in
relation to disabled soldiers.

WILLIAM CLAFLIN.

Commonromiti) of illassadiusctto.



[Mar.2 DISCHARGED SOLDIERS’ COMMISSION.

Drab-quarters ghpartmcnt of iflassadjusctts.

Grand Army of the Republic, 36G Washington St.. Room 4, )

Boston, November 3, 1870. 5
Gen. J. A. Cunningham, Adj. Gen. State of Mass.

Sir :— ln accordance with the law providing for a Commission
for the care of Disabled Soldiers, I have the honor to submit
the first quarterly report of said commission.

Aug. 31. Received from State Treasurer, . . $5OO 00
Sept. 22. Received from State Treasurer, .

. 700 00
Oct. 18. Received from State Treasurer, . . 1,000 00

Total, $2,200 00
Paid out, to and including Oct. 31, as per vouchers, 1,568 92

Balance on hand, October 31, . . . . $631 08

Hoping, in my next report, to be more thorough, but finding
it impossible, in consequence of a want of time, in this,

I am, sir, very respectfully your ob’t serv’t,
HENRY B. PEIRCE,

Secretary of the Commission.

Boston, February 10, 18T1.

To Wm. Claflin, Governor of Mi l,

Your Excellency :—I have the honor to submit the follow-
ing Report, in behalf of the Commissioners for the care of Dis-
abled Soldiers, tor the quarter ending February 1 1871 :

RECEIPT
Balance on hand Nov. 1, 1870, as per report, . .

|631 08Nov. 2 (J. Received from State Treasurer,
. . 800 00

Carried forward, $1,431 08
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Brovght fonvard, ..... . $ 1,431 08

Nov. 30. Received from J. Yanness (a Maine sol-
dier), board at the Home, . . . 36 60

Dec. 9. Received from State Treasurer,
. .

1,000 00
1871

Jan. 3. Received from J. Yanness, board for Dec., 16 74
4. Received from State Treasurer,

. .
1,000 00

20. Received from P. Kelleher, ret’d loan
(State aid), ..... 6 00

Total receipts,........$3,490 42

EXPENDITURES

As per vouchers accompanying, ....3,421 47

Balance on hand,
......

$6B 95

There was $l,OOO of the appropriation remaining in the hands
of the State treasurer Feb. Ist, which has since been drawn,
and more than one-half of it used in paying bills at the Home
for January, so that at the date of this Report, the Commis-
sioners are left with barely enough funds to cancel outstanding
indebtedness. Therefore, those who have been leaning upon us
for a support are left without a refuge. I have received several
applications to-day from parties who have been disabled since
the war, and consequently receive no State aid or pension, their
families suffering. I could only refer them to the Grand Army,
but the Grand Army cannot do all of this work, and I sincerely
hope and trust that 'the State will not be unmindful of their
duty in this direction.

In my opinion an appropriation of twelve thousand dollars
is necessary annually, to carry forward the provisions of chap
ter 51, Acts and Resolves, 1870, properly. Your Commission
have exercised economy in carrying out their instructions
Have sent all disabled soldiers who are willing to leave the
State to U. S. Military Asylum at Augusta, Maine, but there are
many who prefer to stay in their own State, but have no home.
Something had to be done for them. We could have boarded
them out in private families at an expense of from five to
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ten dollars per week, according to the amount of woik neces-

sary to bo done for them, but in the opinion of your Commis-
sion it would have been extremely difficult to have found fami-
lies that would have taken them except for the money to be
made by so doing, and the profit thus arising must of course
come out of the soldier. The City of Boston had given the use
of a building at the Highlands lor a Discharged Soldieis Home,
which had been carried on, I believe, by a board of trustees of
some benevolent society, who had filled the building with every-
thing necessary for the comfort of the soldiers, but who were
about to discontinue for want of funds. Finding that our dis-
abled soldiers, who were not provided for otherwise, could be
taken care of here at an expense of something over four dollars
per week, and have everything necessary for their comfort;
finding, also, that the people of Roxbury and vicinity would
contribute clothing sufficient for the use of the inmates and
that the ladies would come regularly to the house to keep that
clothing in repair, your Commission availed themselves of this
opportunity and felt that they were extremely fortunate to be
able so to do. It is necessary that there should be some place
where soldiers can tarry temporarily or permanently if their in-
firmities are such as to entirely disable them, within the bound-
aries of their own State. Other States make such provision,
and shall Massachusetts fall short in this work ? I have already
dwelt longer than I intended upon this branch of our work

and will now pass to perhaps the more important part,—that of
caring lor soldiers at their homes, who are disabled and have
families to support. I have cases in my mind where the sol.
dier has a wile and lour or live children dependent upon him,
and no succor unless it comes from a fund like the one en-
trusted to us or from some charitable organization. About one-
half of this fund lias been spent in taking care of soldiers at
their homes, paying their rent, sending them flour, groceries,
coal, wood, &c. In this way there has been comfort in many
families this winter, where there would have been suffering had
it not been for this fund.

■ T. he calls do not cease with the fund. 1 Ihitb inst «pnt hark

two letters applying for aid. one from Stoughton, the other from
Taunton, and turned away several applicants in person. 1 ask
the good people of Massachusetts, in the name of humanity,

and, I have just sent back
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what are we to say to these people ? Many will say that there
is too much imposition,—that the Commissioners cannot tell in
every instance whether the applicants are deserving or not.
Wo know one thing sure : they have all been soldiers

,
and if,

out of the six thousand dollars we have spent, only one thousand
of it has gonejust where it was needed and deserved, while the
other five were spent for the undeserving, even then is it not
better than to have the deserving suffer and starve ?

In submitting this Report, I wish to acknowledge the invalua-
ble assistance received at the hands of Surgeon-General Dale,
who has, with his words of counsel and encouragement, made
the task much lighter; possessing means for knowing the cir-
cumstances of our soldiers second to no man in the State, he
has cheerfully imparted information and aided us in every way
that lay in his power. His kindness to every true soldier in his
official and private dealings is too well known to need any com-
ment. While serving the State for many years as but few
could have served, it he has at the same time reared a living
monument that will stand for all time a testimonial of the
good done to humanity.

Very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,

HENRY B. PEIRCE.
Secretary of the Commissionfor the Care of Disabled Soldiers.




