
SENATE... . No. 158.

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was committed
the message from the Governor transmitting a communication
from Admiral Shubrick concerning the purchase of land by the
United States for light-house purposes, report the accompanying
Bills.

Per order,

T. L. WAKEFIELD, Chairman.

tonmomomlti) as iftassarijiisstts.

In Senate, March 24, 1871.
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AN ACT
to give the Consent of the Legislature of the State of

Massachusetts to the purchase by the United States of
land within this State for public purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows:—

1 Sect. 1. That the consent of the legislature of
2 Massachusetts be and the same is hereby given to
3 the purchase by the government of the United States,
4 or under the authority of the same, of any tract,
5 piece or parcel of land, from any individual or indi-
-6 viduals, bodies politic or corporate, within the boun-
-7 daries or limits of the state, necessary for the pur-
-8 pose of erecting thereon light-houses, beacon-lights,
9 range-lights, or light-keepers’ dwellings; and all

10 deeds, conveyances of title-papers for the same, shall
11 be recorded, as in other cases, upon the land records
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12 of the county in which the land so conveyed may lie;
13 and in like manner may be recorded, a sufficient
14 description, by metes and bounds, courses and dis-
-15 tances, of any tract or tracts, legal divisions of any
16 public land belonging to the United States, which
17 may be set apart by the general government for any
18 or either of the purposes before mentioned, by an
19 order, patent, or other official document or papers so
20 describing such land ; the consent herein and hereby
21 given being in accordance with the seventeenth clause
22 of the eighth section of the first article of the con-
-23 stitution of the United States, and with the acts of
24 congress in such cases made and provided.

1 Sect. 2. The lots, parcels, or tracts of land so
2 selected, together with the tenements and appurte-
-3 nances for the purposes before mentioned, shall be
4 held exempt from taxation by the state of Massachu-
-5 setts.
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AN ACT
To provide for the Relinquishment to the United States

in certain cases of Title to Lands for sites of Light-
Stations on the Coasts and Waters of this State.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled , and by the authority of
he same, as follows :—

1 Sect. 1. Whenever it shall be made to appear to
2 any justice of the supreme judicial court, upon the
3 application of any authorized agent of the United
4 States, that the United States are desirous of pur-
-6 chasing any tract of land and the right ot way there-
-6 to, within the limits of this state, necessary for the
1 erection of a' light-house, beacon-light, range-light, or

8 light-keeper’s dwelling, and that the owner or owners
9 of said land are unknown, non-residents or minors,

10 or from any other cause are incapable ot making a

11 perfect title to said lands, or in case the said owners,
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12 being residents and capable of conveying, shall, from
13 disagreement in price, or any other cause whatever,
14 refuse to convey said lands to the United States, it
15 shall be the duty of the said justice to order notice of
16 the said application to be published in some newspa-
-17 per nearest to where said lands lie, also in one news-
-18 paper published in the city of Boston, once in each
19 week, for the space of four months, which notice shall
20 contain an accurate description of the said lands, to-
-21 gether with the names of the owners or supposed
22 owners, and shall require all persons interested in
23 said lands to appear at a time and place to be speci-
-24 tied in said notice, and tile their objections, if any
25 they should have, to the proposed purchase; and at
26 the time specified in said notice, said court shall issue
27 a warrant for a jury to be empanelled in the manner
28 provided by law for assessing damages in case of
29 highways; to assess the value of said lands at their
30 fair market value, and all damages sustained by the
31 owner of the lands so appropriated by reason of such
32 appropriation; which amount when so assessed, to-
-33 gether with the entire costs of said proceedings, shall
34 be paid into the county treasury of the county in
35 which said proceedings are had ; and thereupon the
36 sheriff of said county, upon the production of the
37 certificate of the treasurer of the county that said
38 amount has been paid, shall execute to the United
39 States, and deliver to their authorized agent, a deed
40 of said lands, reciting the proceedings in the cause,
41 which deed shall convey to the United States a good
42 and absolute title to said lands against all persons.

1 Sect. 2. That the money so paid into the county
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2 treasury shall there remain until ordered to be paid
3 out by a court of competent jurisdiction.

1 Sect. 3. It shall be the duty of said justice to re-
-2 quire of such treasurer a bond in double the amount
3 of money ordered to be paid by him, with two or
4 more sufficient sureties, to be approved by said justice.
6 Said bonds shall be payable to the Commonwealth for
6 the use and benefit of such persons, severally, as are
7 entitled to said money, and shall be executed, ap-
-8 proved and filed with the clerk of said court before
9 the treasurer receives said money.
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