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The town of Holden, ..... $44,800 00
of Hubbardston, .... 87,600 00
of Gardner, ..... 38,500 00

Total of municipal subscriptions, $383,100 00

or a little more than half of the whole amount

It was understood that the road was a local enterprise,
designed for the development and accommodation of the north-
west section of Worcester County, and to afford that section a
more direct communication with Worcester.

It was also understood in all these preliminary proceedings
and in the public discussions upon the subject, that changes
growing out of the construction of railroads and the develop-
ment of business and natural resources, indicated Winchendon
rather than Gardner as the northern terminus of the road, and
the subscriptions were made upon the assumption that the road
would be extended to connect with the Cheshire and the
Monadnock roads in that town.

The points considered by the Committee were,-

First. Do the petitioners come in good faith, and will they
build the road if chartered ?

Second. Do the public convenience and welfare require it ?

Third. Will it unduly injure any party ?

Upon the first point it appeared that the directors and the
stockholders of the road were unanimously in favor of the
extension.

That the towns interested in the stock, including Winchen-
don, were in favor of it.

And that the city council of Worcester, by a unanimous vote,
instructed the city solicitor to appear before the Committee in
its support.

It also appeared that the road is nearly completed between
Worcester and Gardner, and will probably be in operation be-
tween those termini by midsummer.
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That the entire expense of its construction from Gardner to
its grounds in Worcester, including engineering, salaries, agen-
cies, laud damages, depots, buildings, fixtures, etc., will not
exceed ........$641,000 00

While its resources are,—
Subscriptions to stock, .

Interest received on capital,
Total,

Leaving a balance of

to be expended on the extension, and it was testified that
Worcester, Gardner and Winchendon would readily furnish
subscriptions to bring up the amount to $300,000, the estimated
cost of the extension.

There can be no doubt therefore, that the petitioners desire
and intend to build the extension, and have the ability to do it.

Upon the second point, it was the judgment of all parties
interested in the road, and of the representatives of the towns
upon its route, that the objects of its construction would be
promoted, and the value of its stock enhanced, by the extension.

There are now four roads to be passed over between Worces-
ter and Winchendon, and all travel and freight between those
termini are also subjected to an average detention in Fitchburg
equal to the time actually spent on rail.

The distance from Worcester to Winchendon by the new
road, will be nine miles and six-tenths less than by the present,
and by a direct route.

Gardner obtains much of the material used in its principal
business, chair making, from beyond Winchendon, and Wor-
cester obtains a large proportion of its building material and
supplies of grain over the Cheshire road.

It appears, therefore, that not only the local travel and busi-
ness between Winchendon and Worcester would be accommo-
dated by the extension, but also the northern and north-western
travel and business to Worcester, and through Worcester to
New York and Providence.

These public advantages are sufficient to require the con-
struction of the proposed extension.



BOSTON,4 [Apr.ARRE & GARDNER R. R
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for citizens of Gardner and Winchendon to transport themselves
and their freight from the one place to the other, by their own
teams than by rail, on account of delay in reaching connections
at Ashburnham Junction.

For these reasons, the petitioners properly refuse to accede to
the proposition of these remonstrants, either to run over the
other roads, or to construct their road upon parallel lines with
them, from Gardner to Winchendon.

It did not appear to the Committee that any party would be
injured by this extension.

The Cheshire and Monadnock roads favor it.
The directors of the Vermont and Massachusetts road, at

first opposed to it, voted March 9, 1870, not to oppose it fur-
ther, and disclaimed before the Committee, through their presi-
dent, any opposition.

The president and counsel of the Worcester and Nashua road
—to some extent a competing line—also disclaimed any oppo-
sition.

The only opposition to the petitioners came from remon-
strants from the town of Ashburnham, whose claim has been
considered above.

These remonstrants also claim that they are in danger of
losing railroad facilities which they already enjoy.

But they give no reason for such apprehension growing out
of or connected with the Boston, Barre and Gardner Railroad.

The Vermont and Massachusetts Railroad, and the Cheshire
Railroad, now connect in Ashburnham.

There is some prospect that the Vermont and Massachusetts
will straighten its line from Templeton to Ashburnham Junc-
tion, passing north of Gardner; but its junction with the Che-
shire will still be, probably, at the present point, and even if the
Vermont and Massachusetts, by any possibility, should be di-
verted from this junction, the Cheshire road must still follow
the present route to Fitchburg, affording to Ashburnham all
the facilities it now enjoys.

It appears, therefore, that these remonstrants oppose the ex-
tension, not from any reasonable apprehension of injury to
themselves from its construction, but from a desire to secure to
themselves the advantages of an enterprise, in which, to the
present time, they have had no share.
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It seems entirely unreasonable that the large business in-
terests connected with the line from Worcester to Winchendon
should be compelled forever to go several miles out of the way,
merely to gratify the local pride of Ashburnham. The popula-
tion in 1870, and valuation in 18G5 at the termini, and on the
line were as follows:

Population In 1870. Valuation In 1865.

Gardner, 3,333 $905,324 00

Holden, 2,062 852,695 00

Hubbardston, 741,333 001,654

Worcester, 41,107 19,701,244 00

Winchendon, 3,398 1,160,952 00

Princeton, 778,666 001,279

52,833 $24,140,314 00

The valuation to-day of the above towns is nearly fifty mil-
lions. These fifty odd thousand people with their fifty millions
of property, ask permission to build their own road with their
own money. On what ground of fairness and of public policy
shall they be refused ?

The Committee append to this Report a plan exhibited by the
petitioners, showing the localities, routes and measurements
involved, and report the accompanying Bill.

For the Committee,

F. W. BIRD, Chairman.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventy-
One.

AN ACT
To authorize the Boston, Barre and Gardner Railroad

Corporation to extend its Railroad, to extend the Time
for Locating and Constructing the same and to change
the Name of the Corporation.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled , and by the authority of
the same, as follows :—

1 Sect. 1. The Boston, Barre and Gardner Railroad
2 Corporation may locate, construct, maintain and
3 operate a railroad, with one or more tracks, com-
-4 mencing at the terminus of its present road in the
5 town of Gardner, thence running northerly through
6 said town and the town of Winchendon to a con-
-7 venient point in said Winchendon at or near the
8 depot of the Cheshire Railroad Company; with all the
9 powers and privileges, and subject to all the duties,

10 liabilities and restrictions set forth in the general laws
11 which now are or hereafter may be in force relating
12 to railroad corporations.

Commomumltl) of iUassacljuectts.
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Sect. 2. Said corporation may enter with its rail-
road upon, unite the same with and use the railroad
of the Cheshire Railroad Company and the railroad
of the Monadnock Railroad Company, or either of
them ; and said last named corporations may, respec-
tively, enter with their railroads upon, unite the same

with and use the railroad of said corporation, subject
to the provisions of the general laws.

1
2
3
4
5

6
7
8

Sect. 3. The place and manner in which said
corporation shall cross with its railroad the railroads
of other corporations in the line of its location, if not
agreed by said corporation and the corporations
respectively whose roads are crossed, shall be deter-
mined by the board of railroad commissioners. Such
crossings shall be constructed and maintained at the
cost of said corporation.

1
9,

3
4
5
6
7
8

Sect. 4. The extension of the railroad of said cor-1
poration authorized in this act shall be located within
one year and constructed within two years after the

9

3
4 passage of this act. The time for locating and con-

structing the first and second sections of its railroad
is extended one year, and for locating and construct-
ing the third section thereof three years beyond the
time now allowed by law.

5

6
7
8

2 road Corporation shall hereafter be called and known

3 by the name of the Worcester, Gardner and Winchen-
-4 don Railroad Company.

1 Sect. 6. This'act shall take effect upon its pas-
-2 sage.

1 Sect. 5. Said Boston, Barre and Gardner Rail-
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The undersigned, dissent from the conclusions of the majority.

GEO. B. TOWNE.
J. Q. ADAMS.
W. P. PHILLIPS.

MINORITY REPORT.
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