
SENATE .No. 301.

The Committee on Mercantile Affairs, to whom was com-
mitted the petition of George C. Winchester and others for a
charter to supply the town of Ashburnham with pure water,
report the accompanying Bill.

Per order,

H. C. GREELEY.

In Senate, May 16, 1871.
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AN ACT
To incorporate the Ashburnham Water Company.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled , and by the authority of
the same, as follows :—

1 Sect. 1. George C. Winchester, William P. Ellis,
2 George W. Eddy, and their associates and successors,
3 are hereby made a corporation by the name of the
4 Ashburnham Water Company, for the purpose of
5 supplying the inhabitants of the town of Ashburn-
-6 ham with pure water ; and for this purpose shall have
7 all the powers and privileges, and be subject to all
8 the duties, restrictions and liabilities set forth in all
9 general laws which now are or may hereafter .be in

10 force relating to such corporations.

1 Sect. 2. Said corporation may take, hold, and
2 convey to, into and through the town of Ashburn-

(Hommcmiucaitl) of ittassadjusetts.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventy-
One.
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3 ham the water of any spring or springs, or of any
4 natural pond or ponds, brook or brooks, within said
5 town of Ashburnham, and said corporation may also
6 take and hold, by purchase or otherwise, any real
7 estate necessary for laying and maintaining aque-
-8 ducts, for conducting, discharging and distributing
9 water, and for forming reservoirs, and may take and

10 hold any land in or around any such pond, spring or
11 brook, so far as may be necessary for the preservation
12 and purity of the same. Said corporation shall,
13 within sixty days from the time of taking any such
14 land, spring or springs, pond or ponds, brook or
15 brooks, file in the office of registry of deeds, in the
16 county of Worcester, a description of the lands,
17 spring or springs, pond or ponds, brook or brooks so
18 taken, as certain as is required in conveyance of land,
19 and a statement of the purpose for which it is taken,
20 signed by the president of the corporation.

1 Sect. 3. Said corporation may make and build
2 one or more permanent aqueducts from any of the

; 3 sources before mentioned, into and through said town,
4 and have and maintain the same by any works suit-
-5 able therefor, may erect and maintain dams to raise
6 and retain the waters therein, may make and main-
-7 tain reservoirs within said town, may make and estab-
-8 lish public fountains and hydrants in such places as

9 it may from time to time deem proper, and prescribe
10 the purposes for which they may be used, and may
11 change or discontinue the same, may distribute the
12 water throughout the town, may regulate the use of
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13 said water and establish the prices or rent therefor ;

14 and the said corporation may for the purpose afore-
-15 said, convey and conduct any aqueduct or other works
16 by it to be made and constructed, over or under any
17 water-course, street, turnpike road, railroad, highway
18 or other way, in such manner as to cause the least
19 possible hindrance to the travel thereon, and may
20 enter upon and dig up any such road, street, or other
21 way, for the purpose of laying down pipes beneath
22 the surface thereof, and for maintaining and repair-
-23 ing the same.

1 Sect. 4. Said corporation shall be liable to pay
2 all damages that shall be sustained by any person in
3 their property by the taking of any land, water or

4 water-rights, or by constructing any aqueducts, reser-
-5 voirs or other works for the purposes specified in this
6 act. And if any person who shall sustain damages
7 as aforesaid, cannot agree with said corporation upon
8 the amount of said damage, the same shall be ascer-
-9 tained, determined and recovered in the manner now

10 provided by law in case of land taken for highways.

1 Sect. 5. Said corporation may hold real and per-
-2 sonal estate necessary and convenient for the purposes
3 aforesaid, and its whole capital stock shall not exceed
4 fifty thousand dollars, which shall be divided into
5 shares of one hundred dollars each.

1 Sect. 6. Any person who shall divert the water,
2 or any part thereof, of the sources which shall be
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3 taken by said corporation pursuant to the provisions
4 of this act, or who shall maliciously corrupt the
5 same, or render it impure, or who shall maliciously
6 destroy or injure any dam or reservoir, aqueduct,
7 pipe or hydrant, or other property held, owned or

8 used by the said corporation, for the purposes of this
9 act, shall pay three times the amount of actual dam-

-10 age to the said corporation, to be recovered in an

11 action of tort; and every such person, upon convic-
-12 tion of either of the acts aforesaid, shall be punished
13 by fine not exceeding one hundred dollars, or im-
-14 prisonment not exceeding three years.

1 Sect. 7. This act shall take effect upon its pas-
-2 sage.




