
No. 31.

Senate, Jan. 27, 1881.

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred
the Bill to Protect the Rights of Citizens of this Common-
wealth holding Claims against Other States, have duly con-
sidered the same and report that the same ought not to pass.

For the Committee,

CPIAS. S. LILLEY

Commonrocaltl) of iHasoacfyusetts.
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AN ACT
To protect the Rights of Citizens of this Common-

wealth Holding Claims against other States.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Whenever any citizen of this Com-
-2 monwealth shall be the owner of any claim against
3 any of the United States of America, arising upon a

4 written obligation to pay money issued by such State,
5 which obligation shall be part due and unpaid, such
6 citizen so holding such claim may assign the same to
7 the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, and deposit
8 the assignment thereof, duly executed and acknowl-
-9 edged in the form and manner provided for the

10 execution and acknowledgment of deeds of real
11 estate by the laws of this Commonwealth, together
12 with all the evidence necessary to substantiate such
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13 claim, with the attorney-general of the Common-

-14 wealth.

1 Sect. 2. Upon such deposit being made, it shall
2 be the duty of the attorney-general to examine such
3 claim and the evidence thereof; and if, in his opin-
-4 ion, there is a valid claim, which shall be just and
5 equitable to enforce, vested by such assignment in
6 the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, he, the attorney-
-7 general, shall, upon the assignor of such claim de-
-8 positing with him such sum as he, the said attorney-
-9 general, shall deem necessary to cover the expenses

10 and disbursements incident to the collection of said
11 claim, bring such suit, action, or proceeding in the
12 name of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts in the
13 Supreme Court of the United States, as he, the said
14 attorney-general, shall deem necessary for the re-
-15 covery of the money due upon such claim; and it
16 shall be the duty of the said attorney-general to
17 prosecute such action or actions to final judgment,
18 and to take such other steps as may be necessary
19 after judgment for the collection of said claim, and
20 to carry such judgment into effect, or with the con-
-21 sent of the assignor to compromise, adjust, and settle
22 such claim before or after judgment.

1 Sect. 3. Nothing in this act shall authorize the
2 expenditure of any money belonging to this Com-
-3 monwealth, but the expense of said proceeding shall
4 be paid by the assignor of such claim; and the as-
-5 signor of such claim may associate with the attorney-
-6 general in the prosecution thereof, in the name of
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7 the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, such counsel as
8 the said assignor may deem necessary, but the Com-
-9 monwealth shall not be liable for the fees of such

10 counsel, or any part thereof.

1 Sect. 4. The attorney-general shall keep all
2 money collected upon such claim, or by reason of
3 any compensation of such claim, separate and apart
4 from any other money of this Commonwealth which
5 may be in his hands ; and shall deposit the same to
6 his own credit as special trustee under this act in
7 such bank or banks as he shall select; and the said
8 attorney-general shall pay to the assignor of such
9 claim all such money as may be recovered by him in

10 compromise or settlement of such claim, deducting
11 therefrom all expenses incurred by said attorney not
12 before that time paid by the assignor.

1 Sect. 5. This act shall take effect upon its pas-
2 sane


