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Senate

The Committee on Mercantile Affairs, to whom was re-
ferred so much of the Governor’s Address as refers to Com-
mercial and Shipping Interests, submit the accompanying
Report.

For the Committee,

STARKES WHITON.
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[Feb.0 RESOLUTION.

The great increase during the last two decades in the for-
eign commerce of this country serves to bring into greater
prominence the very large decline, during the same period, in
the number of American vessels engaged in the foreign carry-
ing trade.

Although the value of the exports from the port of Boston
has increased from $14,890,885 in 1860, to $67,299,000 in 1880,
the value of that portion carried in vessels sailing under our
own flag has decreased from $11,190,490 in 1860, to $4,953,-
679 in 1870, and $5,599,436 in 1880; and the statistics of our
imports show a similar unfavorable result.

In the restoration of this foreign trade to vessels of our
own nationality, the people of Massachusetts have especial
interest; for twenty-five years ago her mechanics not only
built all the vessels required for the business from this port,
but were also able to build them to sell to other nations;
whilst now, by the cheapness of labor in the English and
Scotch ship-yards, added to the improvements in marine en-
gines, the British-built iron steamers of to-day, by their light
expenses and small consumption of fuel, as compared with
their great carrying capacity, can be run at a profit where an
American-built wooden ship could not pay her expenses.

Under the changed circumstances, not only are our mer-
chants losing the profits of running the ships, but our
mechanics are losing the work of building and repairing the
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same, our seamen the wages for maiming them, and our
young men the opportunity of fitting themselves to serve
their country in time of need, as did the men of 1862 and
1863, in the navy of the United States.

While there exists much difference of opinion as to the
method to be adopted to again secure a high position among
the commercial nations of the world, whether it be best to
allow the merchant to buy his ships as he buys his coat or
hat, where he can buy the cheapest; by admitting free of
duty all materials used in construction of ships; by the
granting of subsidies, or by removing all local taxation on
ships engaged in foreign trade, there is no difference as to
the fact that some immediate and comprehensive action
should be taken.

The question of local taxation is now under consideration
by another committee of this Legislature, and as the other
methods proposed can only be reached through national
legislation, we submit the annexed resolution:

Regarding the Revival of American Commerce.

Resolved , That our Senators and Representatives in Con-
gress be requested to use their earnest and continued efforts
towards securing the passage of such measures by the Con-
gress of the United States, as will in their judgment best pro-
mote an early and permanent revival of the commercial
marine of the nation.

Resolved, That his Excellency the Governor is hereby re-
quested to transmit a copy of this resolution to each of our
Senators and Representatives in Congress.

RESOLUTION




