
SENATE No. 41.

Executive Department

To the House of Representatives.

I have the honor to transmit herewith for the information
and nse of the General Court the annual reports for 1880 of
the Treasurer and the Superintendent of the Massachusetts
Employment Bureau for Disabled Soldiers.

JOHN D. LONG.

Commoniocaltl) of ilTassacljusctts.
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Boston, Jan. 31, 1881.

To his Excellency John D. Lons, Governor.

Enclosing the report of Superintendent of Disabled Sol-
diers’ Employment Bureau, I beg leave to ask you to recom-
mend to the favorable notice of the Commonwealth a charity
which I believe has done good service for those in whose
behalf it was originally established by Governor Andrew.

Received , 1880.
Balance on hand, Dee. 1, 1879 ...... 500 66
Cash from State .........3,000 00
Cash from individuals ........ 500 00

84.000 66
Expended, 1880.

Salary of Superintendent .......81,500 00
Transportation of and charity to soldiers and families . . 1,881 85
Messenger Corps .........196 20
Office expenses ......... 175 45
Cash on hand Dec. 1, 1880 ....... 747 16

84.000 66

I am, sir,

Your very obedient servant
HENRY S. RUSSELL, Treasurer.

of iHassacbusctts.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eighty-one.
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Mass. Employment Bureau for Disabled Soldiers,
34 Pemberton Square, Boston, Dec. 1, 1880.

Gen. H. S. Russell, Treasurer, 95 Milk Street.

Sir : I have the honor to submit the following report of
the transactions of this Bureau for the year, to date :

Number of new applicants registered, seven hundred and
seventy-seven (777). Of this number thirty-two have lost,
or lost the use of, a limb each ; three hundred and twenty-
five (825) have been otherwise wounded more or less
severely, and four hundred and twenty (420) were disabled
in the service.

Number furnished with employment, or sent to their homes,
or to friends able to help them, seven hundred and twelve
(712). Of these, thirty-one have lost, or lost the use of, a
limb each ; two hundred and eighty-eight (288) have been
otherwise more or less severely wounded, and three hundred
and ninety-three (393) were discharged the service for disa-
bility.

Beyond what can be shown by figures, in making a writ-
ten report of our work, it is difficult to convey any thing
like a correct idea of what that work really is, especially to
those not familiar with the many needs of the ex-soldier, but
there is absolutely nothing pertaining to the interests of the
disabled soldier or sailor that is not sought for by some of
them at this Bureau. Then the families and relatives of those
killed in the war, or who have since died, are constantly seek-
ing information concerning real or imaginary claims against
Government, those who have no just claims being usually
the most persistent seekers; applications for assistance in
money from all the parties, where the same rule applies ; and
requests from charitable people to be informed about indi-

€ommomucaltt) of illassadiuoetts.
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of their injuries would increase instead of diminish; and, too
self-reliant to ask for help while able to do without it, neg-
lected to apply for pensions. But following broken health
came the hard times; and with them, at last came actual
want to the homes of hundreds of this class of men; and
the condition of a great many of them to-day is infinitely
worse than that of those who lost limbs, or were so severely
disabled as to be discharged before completing their terms of
enlistment. Those men are in receipt of both Government
pensions and State aid, which, when prudently expended,
insures them against starvation and the poor-house, even
though they have families dependent on them for support;
while the first, unable to follow former occupations, have
to begin life over again as it were, and, without either
Government or State aid to fall back on, are forced to
accept anything in the way of work that their strength
will permit, and at whatev r wages may be offered, or
beg, or starve. This lss of applicants is the most cliff
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themselves, yet many have families more or less dependent
on them. These men are temperate and industrious, always
ready and anxious to do anything they can do, and, with the
temporary work this Bureau is able to provide for them, they
usually about double their incomes from other sources, and
manage to live comfortably.

The Soldiers’ Messenger Corps connected with this Bureau
affords light employment to twenty-four one-armed or other-
wise severely wounded soldiers and sailors. These men
have permanent stations throughout the business portion of
the city. Their duties are the carrying of messages, letters,
small parcels, etc., wherever sent by their patrons, usually
in the city and suburbs, but sometimes to other cities, and
occasionally to other States. A printed tariff governs their
charges, and all are required to report the amount of previous
day’s earnings to the Superintendent every morning. Each
messenger retains his individual earnings, though a record is
kept. In addition to the twenty-four regular members of
the corps, there are always several extra messengers at this
Bureau to take the places of members sick or absent from
other causes, and to supply any sudden call for perfectly re-
liable men for special or confidential work. Whenever a
vacancy occurs in the corps, one of these men is usually
selected to fill it. Perfectly familiar with all portions of the
city and suburbs, prompt in the execution of all matters en-
trusted to them, and reliable always, the members of the
Messenger Corps are enabled to earn a comfortable support
for themselves and families, and some few of them have been
able to save something for old age.

I am, General, very respectfully,
Your obt. servant,

D. O. BALCOM
Superintendent Soldiers' Bureau and S. M. Corps.

Recapitulation.

Loss of Otherwise Disease(L Xotal,Limb. Wounded.

Number of new applicants registered I
from Deo. 1, 1879, to Dec. 1, 1880, i 32 325 I 420 777

Number furnished with employment
from Dec. 1, 1879, to Dec. 1, 1880, 31 288 I 393 712
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The total number of soldiers aided to employment through
this bureau since its establishment (by order of Governor
Andrew, Jan. 11, 1865), is thirteen thousand nine hundred
and twenty-two (13,922).




