
No. 223.

Senate, April 15, 1881.

The Joint Special Committee on Probate and Chancery, to
whom was referred so much of the Governor’s address as
relates to divorce, the Petitions of the Faculties of Amherst
College, of Williams College, of Newton Theological Insti-
tution, of Andover Theological Seminary, of the Episcopal
Theological School of Massachusetts, and the Petition of the
Catholic Union of Boston, the Eastern Convention of the
Protestant Episcopal Church, the Massachusetts Baptist Con-
ference, and the Suffolk South Association of Congregational
Ministers, for such legislation as will mitigate the evils of
divorce, and sundry other petitions in aid of the same, report
the accompanying Bill.

For the Committee,

CHAS. S. LILLEY.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eighty

AN ACT
Concerning the Trial of Causes of Divorce, and the

Right to Marry of Parties against whom a Divorce
has been Granted.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives in General Court assembled, and Ip the authority of
the same. as follows:

1 Section 1. When a divorce is granted for adul-
-2 tery or other cause constituting a criminal offence,
8 committed within this Commonwealth, and within
4 the time prescribed by law for making complaints
5 and finding indictments therefor, the court granting
6 the divorce may cause notice thereof to be given by
7 the clerk of the court to the district-attorney for the
8 county in which such offence was found to have been
9 committed, together with a list of the witnesses prov-

-10 ing such offence, and any other information the court
11 may deem proper; whereupon it shall be the duty
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12 of the district-attorney to cause complaint of the
13 offence to be made before some magistrate having
11 jurisdiction thereof, or present the same to the grand
15 jury.

1 Sect. 2. All decrees of divorce shall, in the first
2 instance, be decrees nisi, to become absolute after the
3 expiration of six months from the entry thereof on
4 application of either party to the libel to the clerk of
5 the court, and on such application the clerk shall
6 enter a final decree unless the court has for sufficient
T cause, on application of any party interested, other-
-8 wise ordered.

1 Sect. 3, The court before which any libel for
2 divorce is pending may, without entering a decree
3 of divorce, cause the same to be continued upon the
4 docket from time to time, and during the continu-
-5 ance of the same make such orders and decrees con-
G corning a temporary separation of the parties, the
7 separate maintenance of the wife, and the custody
8 and support of minor children, as in its judgment the
9 interests of the parties and the necessities of the case

10 demand, and such orders and decrees may be changed
11 or annulled as the court may determine ; and any or-
-12 ders or decrees of said court under this section shall
13 supersede any order of decree of the probate court
14 under chapter sixty-four of the Acts of eighteen hnn-
-15 dred and eighty, and acts in amendment thereof or in
16 addition thereto, and suspend the right of said pro-
-17 bate court to act thereunder during the time said
18 orders or decrees arc in force.
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Sect. 4. The party against whom a divorce has
been, or may hereafter be, granted shall not marry
within two years from the time of the entry of the
final decree of divorce; at the expiration of said
time said party may marry without petition to the
court.

Sect. 5. All acts and parts of acts inconsistent
herewith are repealed, and this act shall take effect
upon its passage.


