
SENATE No. 242.

Senate, April 26, 1881.
The Committee on Election Laws, to whom was referred

the Order to consider what change is necessary in the elec-
tion laws, have considered the same, and report in part the
accompanying Bill.

For the Committee,

JOSEPH BENNETT.

Commontoealtl) of iilassadjusetts.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eighty-one.

AN ACT
To amend Chapter Two Hundred and Forty-three of

the Acts of the Year Eighteen Hundred and Seventy-
eight concerning Elections in the City of Boston.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House ofRepresentatives
in General Court assembled, and hy the authority of the
same, as follows :

1 Sect. 1. In each voting precinct in the city of
2 Boston there shall be the following election officers,
3 that is to sav :

■4 The mayor at some time before the first day of
5 October in each year, shall with the approval of the
fi board of aldermen appoint for each voting precinct
7 one warden, one deputy warden, one clerk, one de-
-8 puty clerk, two inspectors, and two deputy inspectors,
9 qualified voters in the ward of which each precinct

10 forms a part, who shall be men of good repute and
11 standing, and shall equally represent each of the two

(Eommomurattl) of Massachusetts.
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12 leading political parties. Each of said officers shall
13 be sworn to the faithful performance of his duties,
14 and shall hold office for one year from said first day

15 of October in the year in which he is appointed, and
16 until a successor is appointed or he is removed.
IT Either of said officers may be removed at any time
18 by the mayor, with the approval of the board of
19 aldermen, upon written charges of incompetence or
20 official misconduct, preferred either by the city clerk
21 or by not less than six qualified voters of the ward
22 in which the officer is appointed to act. In case of
23 any vacancy occurring before the first day of Nov
24 ember in any year, or in case either of said officers
25 shall decline to act and shall give notice thereof to
26 the city clerk on or before said first day of Novem-
27 her, the mayor with the approval of the board of
28 aldermen shall appoint some person of good repute
29 and standing to fill said office; and in making such
30 appointment it shall be his duty to preserve the just
31 and equal representation of the two leading political
32 parties in the precinct offices. Every person so ap-
33 pointed shall be sworn to the faithful discharge of
34 his duties. In case of a vacancy in the office of
35 warden, clerk, or inspector of a precinct on the day
36 of any election, the person appointed as deputy of
37 said warden, clerk, or inspector shall act in his
38 place, and shall have the same powers and be suh-
•39 ject to the same duties and liabilities as the officer
40 for whom he acts. No deputy precinct officer shall
41 have power to act in any official capacity, or while
42 the polls are open, or during the counting of the
43 votes, be admitted to the space reserved for the pre-
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44 cinct officers, except while filling a vacancy as afore-
-45 said; and he shall receive no compensation, except
46 for attendance at the opening of the polls, or for
47 services while acting for the officer whose place he
48 fills. In case the warden and deputy warden, or
49 the clerk and deputy clerk, or one of the inspectors
50 and his deputy are absent at the time designated for
51 the opening of the polls on' the day of any election,
52 a suitable person shall be appointed by the voter’s of
53 said precinct, by nomination and hand vote, with full
54 power to act for the time being in place of the ab-
-55 sent officer. The wardens, clerks, and inspectors
56 appointed by the mayor or otherwise, as herein pro-
-57 vided, shall have the same powers, and, except as
57 otherwise provided, be subject to the same duties
59 and liabilities as the wardens, clerks, and inspectors
60 now holding office in said city.

1 Sect. 2. Upon the petition in writing of ten
2 qualified voters of the city of Boston, presented to
3 the mayor at least fourteen days before any elec-
-4 tion of state, county, or municipal officers, he shall
5 appoint, subject to the approval of the board of
6 aldermen, for each voting precinct, two citizens,
7 residents of said city, to act as supervisors at the
8 said election of state, county, or municipal officers.
9 Said supervisors shall be appointed from each of the

10 two leading political parties, and shall serve without
11 compensation. Said supervisors shall attend at the
12 several precincts for which they are appointed, and,
14 while the polls are open, shall occupy such a position
15 near and in view of the ballot boxes, but outside of
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16 the space occupied by the precinct officers, as the
17 warden may designate. After the polls are closed
18 the said supervisors shall be admitted within the
19 enclosed space occupied by the precinct officers, and
20 shall witness the counting of the ballots and the de-
-21 livery of the check lists and ballots to the officers
22 designated to receive the same ; and they shall,
23 within twenty-four hours after the closing of the
24 polls, send to the city clerk, upon a form provided
25 for that purpose, a certificate of the fact of their
26 attendance at the polls, arid a statement of the
27 manner in which the election was conducted, to-
-28 gether with such other information as the city clerk
29 may require.

1 Sect. 3. The city clerk shall send to the officers
2 of each precinct, before the opening of the polls on
3 any election day, a suitable stamp, the form and
4 device to be approved by the board of aldermen,
5 with which the inspector or other precinct officer
6 receiving the ballots at any polling place shall
7 stamp every ballot, or every envelope containing a
8 ballot, in the presence of the person offering it, be-
-9 fore depositing the same in the ballot box; and the

10 city clerk may, with the approval of the board of
11 aldermen, furnish the precinct officers with an auto-
-12 matic register connected with the box in which the
13 ballots are to be deposited. No ballots shall be
14 removed from the ballot box in any precinct until
15 after the closing of the polls ; and all the ballots
16 shall then be counted in the presence of the precinct
17 officers and the supervisors. Immediately after the
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18 closing of the polls, the check lists in the several
19 precincts shall be sealed up and delivered, together
20 with the stamp herein mentioned, to a police officer,
21 who shall convey the same forthwith to the office of
22 the city clerk. And after the ballots have been
23 counted, as hereinbefore provided, and sealed up
24 and indorsed in the manner now provided by law,
25 the envelope containing said ballots, and the seal
26 with which they were sealed, shall be immediately
27 delivered to a police officer, who shall transmit them
28 to the city clerk without delay.

1 Sect. 4. It shall be the duty of the superin-
-2 tendent or other chief executive officer of the police
3 force of said city, under the direction of the police
4 commissioners, to detail a sufficient number of police
5 officers, not less than two for each voting precinct,
6 who shall be stationed at such voting precincts on

7 the day of election, to preserve order, and to protect
8 each and all of said election officers and supervisors
9 from any interference with, or obstruction in, the

10 performance of their respective duties.

1 Sect. 5. Whoever wilfully obstructs any of the
2 officers mentioned in this act in the performance of
3 his duties, and if any of the election officers named
4 in this act shall wilfully or negligently violate any of
5 the provisions of this act, or of any act of which this
6 is an amendment, or to which it is an addition, or

7 of any act in addition thereto and in amendment
8 thereof, he shall for each offence be punished by a

9 fine of not less than twenty nor more than two hun-
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dred dollars, or by imprisonment in the house of
correction for a term not exceeding one year.

Sect. 6. All acts or parts of acts inconsistent
herewith are hereby repealed.

Sect. 7. This act shall take effect upon its pas-
sage.




