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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE STATE PEN
SION AGENT.

To the Honorable Senate and House o f Representatives.
G en t le m e n : —  In accordance with chapter 396 of the 

Acts of 1888, creating the office of State Pension Agent, I 
have the honor to submit my second annual report o f the 
business of this office for the year ending Dec 31, 1889.
S My duties are to prosecute all claims of citizens of this 

Commonwealth against the Federal government for pensions, 
bounty, back pay, etc., without reference to the organiza
tion in which the claimant served. Massachusetts was the 
first State through its Legislature to establish the office of 
State Pension Agent; since the appointment of this official, 
New Jei'sey and Rhode Island have passed a similar act, and 
been recognized at the department in Washington. Mem
bers of congress from other States have called upon me for 
a copy of the act, for the purpose of having the States which 
they represent enact a similar bill, thereby relieving the 
congressmen from visiting the pension office personally, or 
burdening said office with letters relative to claimants livino- 
in their respective districts.

I have been informed by the officials of the Pension 
Bureau that they have received as many as six letters a day 
from as many different congressmen, calling for the status of 
one particular claim, which necessitated the writing of the 
same number of letters, all giving similar information.
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Claims which are not settled in a reasonable time require 
certain evidence to be filed, to complete the same ; and 
claimants must furnish the evidence called for by the com
missioner, or state their reason for not doing so, under 
oath, in order to secure their pensions. From seven hun
dred to a thousand letters are received at thè pension office 
daily, from congressmen calling for the status of claims filed 
from their respective districts, and often with personal 
appeals that a particular claim should be adjudicated at 
once. In order to secure a pension, it is a well-known fact 
that the claimant must establish, by competent testimony, 
the incurrence of the disability for which he claims a pen
sion, during his army service and while in the line of duty, 
and that he has suffered from said disability from the date 
of his discharge from the army to the present time.

If the claimant neglects to file satisfactory evidence to 
complete his claim, although it may be a valid one, all the 
influence of his congressman to secure the pension applied 
for is powerless. I am constantly calling up claims for 
citizens of Massachusetts, and receive from the commis
sioner of pensions the status of the same, with the reply 
that the same information had been furnished the claim
ant, through his congressman or agent, six months or a 
year previously.

In many cases the same information had been furnished 
the claimant three separate times ; and, through ignorance 
or some other cause, he had neglected to procure the 
testimony called for, and the claim of course remained 
unsettled. Our senators and members of congress are 
thoroughly in accord with the office, and, in calling up 
claims, request the commissioner to answer their call 
through the office of the State Pension Agent, 29 Pember
ton Square, Boston. And, when the* letter from the com
missioner is received, the claimant is notified through 
whose courtesy his claim is called up, and the proper 
blanks with instructions how to proceed are sent to him ; 
and he usually is ,able to procure the required testimony, 
and in due time his pension is allowed.

There are à large number of old claims, which have 
been hanging for years, where the claimants are worthy
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and deserving, broken down in health, who have an hon
orable record and are entitled to consideration, but who 
are thoroughly discouraged because they cannot secure the 
testimony which would complete their chain of evidence. 
To this class of claimants has this office been particularly 
attentive, believing that those who have been waiting from 
five to twenty years should be attended to first. It gives 
me pleasure to be able to report that I have been more 
successful in such claims than I had reason to' expect. By 
securing addresses of comrades, from the army and navy 
survivors division of the Pension Bureau, and frequent 
correspondence elsewhere, the desired testimony has been 
secured, and a great many of said claims thereby have been 
allowed, and the recipients made happy.

A  large number of letters are on file in this office, from 
successful claimants, showing how fully they appreciate the 
generosity of this State in using its influence with the Fed
eral government to collect their just dues.

In the words of Professor Williams, department com
mander o f  Rhode Island G. A . R ., “  Look at the glori
ous old Commonwealth of Massachusetts, the first to give 
of her sons in the glorious cause, and has given more 
money to her veterans and their families since, than all the 
Northern States combined.” Such a record has Massachu
setts, as shown by statistics compiled by him.

The office was established for the purpose of looking after 
the interest of veteran soldiers, their widows-and orphans, 
and all applicants are treated with respect and courtesy. 
In the claims for pensions for widows o f soldiers, the law 
recommended by the pension committee of the National 
Encampment G. A. R. passed the United States Senate, 
but was tabled in the House of Representatives. It is to 
be hoped, and expected, that Congress will pass this bill 
this session, which provides that the widow of every sol
dier shall be entitled to a pension from the date of his 
death, whether the immediate cause o f said death was con
tracted in, or since his discharge from, the army. There is 
a great clamor in G. A. R. circles for a general-service pen
sion law. I am of the opinion that the service pension can 
wait until the surviving widows o f veterans and the depen
dent bill (so called) have been passed.
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From the establishment of this office, June 27, 1888, 
1,047 claims of all kinds have been received and recorded, 
745 of the same since Jan. 1, 1889 ; the total amount repre
sented by claims of all kinds collected by this office dur
ing the year ending Dec. 31, 1889, giving a grand total of 
$62,278.38. '

Applications for accrued pensions due to the pensioner’s 
widow or minor children have been very frequent during 
the year, increasing rapidly the last three months, probably 
from the fact that the duties of the office are better known 
to the public as time goes by For this class of claims I 
always have blanks on hand, and am ready to execute and 
forward the same to the commissioner of pensions. As 
the amount is paid to the claimant direct, and I receive no 
notice, I have kept no record of the number that have 
been executed and forwarded.

Applications for accrued pensions in reimbursement — 
that is, where the pensioner dies having no widow or chil
dren under sixteen years of age, but is made to reimburse 
the person who bore the expenses of the last sickness and 
burial —  are being continually filed by me. Of those I have 
kept no record, for the same reason as stated in the matter 
of accrued pensions.

The following is the law governing the above claims : —

[U. S. R evised Statutes, section 4718.]
I f  any pensioner has died or shall hereafter die, or if any per

son entitled to a pension, having an application therefor pending 
has died, or shall hereafter die, his widow, or, if .there is no 
widow, the child or children of such person under the age of 
sixteen years, shall be entitled to receive the accrued pension to 
the date of the death of such person. Such accrued pension shall 
not be considered as a part of the assets of the estate of deceased, 
nor liable to be applied to the payment of the debts of said estate 
in any case whatever, but shall inure to the sole and exclusive 
benefit of the widow or children; and if no widow or children 
survive, no payment whatsoever of the accrued pension shall be 
made or allowed, ^except so much as may be necessary to reim
burse the person who bore the expenses of the last sickness and 
burial of the decedent, in case where he did not leave sufficient 
assets to meet such expenses.
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In claims for accrued pensions for reimbursement, the 
amount of the accrued pension only will be allowed, no mat
ter how much may have been expended for the last sickness 
and burial.

I am often in receipt of applications by letter and in per
son for admittance to some one of the national soldiers’ 
homes; these are in all cases referred to Captain L. E. 
Crone, the U. S. government agent, whose office is at No. 
27 Pemberton Square, and who furnishes the blanks for 
admittance, with all necessary instructions, and transporta
tion to the said homes as soon as they are admitted.'

Claimants who have lost their discharge papers are 
directed to the Adjutant-General, whose duty it is to fur
nish them with an official certificate of their service.

I have thus briefly stated the general duties of this office, 
and the work it has accomplished. I have not given its 
minor details, such as writing letters for soldiers ; executing 
affidavits for claimants who have an agent elsewhere, which 
amount to a l&rge number; also the work of executing 
vouchers for the payment of pensions on the fourth days of 
March, June, September, and December, and between those 
dates where new pensions or increases are granted, which 
augments the work of the office materially. I am more than 
pleased with the year’s work, and the large sum collected 
almost wholly from old claims goes to prove that what I 
said.last year, “ in no other way can the State afford so 
much aid to its old soldiers as it can by collecting and 
prosecuting their claims for pensions,” is strictly true.

The following is a detailed statement o f the business 
transacted for the year ending Dec. 31, 1889.

Old claims received,............................................
Original declarations for invalid pensions,
Original declarations for widows’ invalid pensions, 
Original claims for increase of pensions,
Original claims for increase and re-rating,
Original claims for minor children,
Original claims for dependent mothers, . 
Applications for removal of charge of desertion, 
Applications for back pay and bounty, . 
Applications for new pension certificate, 
Applications for restoration to pension roll, .

316
103
66

172
51
5
8
X

27
1
8
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Affidavits made and filed, . . . . . . . . 2,463
Letters r e c e i v e d , ........................................................................... 1,927
Letttrs written,................................................................................... 2,016
Claims of all kinds a llow ed ,.............................................................. 141
Claims of all kinds rejected ,........................................  . 4 6

Respectfully submitted.

J. B. PARSONS,
Htate Pension Agent.




