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House of Representatives, March 5, 1890.

The committee on Agriculture, who were instructed to 
consider the expediency of legislation in relation to designat
ing and preserving, for purposes o f ornament and shade, 
trees growing in the highways in cities and towns within the 
Commonwealth, report the accompanying Bill.

For the Committee,

CHARLES STEARNS WHEELER.



2 TREES IN HIGHWAYS. [Mar.

Commonujealtl) of iflassadjusetts.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ninety.

AN ACT
In relation to Designating and Preserving, for pur

poses o f Ornament and Shade, Trees growing in 
the Highways.

1 Section 1. The mayor and aldermen o f the
2 cities and the selectmen o f the towns within the
3 Commonwealth may designate and preserve, as
4 hereinafter provided in this act, trees within the
5 limits o f the highways for the purposes o f orna-
6 ment and shade; they may so designate not less
7 than one such tree in every thirty-three feet
8 where such trees are growing and are o f a diam-
9 eter o f one inch or more.

1 Sect. 2. Said mayor and aldermen and select-
2 men shall, before the first day o f September and
3 the thirty-first day o f December in each year,
4 designate such trees as are selected by them for
5 the purposes set forth in this act, by driving into
6 the same at a point not less than four or more
7 than six feet from the ground, and on the side
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8 toward the centre o f the highway, a nail or spike
9 with a head with the letter M plainly impressed

10 upon it, said nails and spikes to be procured and
11 furnished by the secretary o f the Commonwealth
12 to said mayor and aldermen and selectmen as 
18 required by them for the purposes o f this act.
14 Said mayor and aldermen and selectmen, between
15 the first day o f September and the thirty-first
16 day o f December o f each succeeding year shall
17 renew such o f said nails and spikes as shall have
18 been destroyed or defaced; and shall also desig-
19 nate, in the same manner as hereinbefore stated,
20 such other trees as, in their judgment, should be
21 so designated to carry out the requirements o f
22 this act.

1 Sect. 3. Whoever wantonly injures, defaces
2 or destroys any tree thus designated, or any o f
3 said nails or spikes affixed to such trees, shall
4 forfeit not less than five nor more than one hun-
5 dred dollars, to be recovered by complaint, one
6 half to the complainant and one half to the use
7 o f the town where the offence was committed.

1 Sect. 4. This act shall not apply to orna-
2 mental or shade trees whose preservation is now
3 provided for by chapter 54 o f the Public Statutes
4 and the acts amendatory thereof.

1 Sect. 5. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.




