
HOUSE No. 447

[Mr. Butler of New Bedford gives notice that he will move to sub
stitute this bill for the report of the committee on Cities, leave to with
draw.]

Commontoealtf) of JttassactyusetiB.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ninety.

AN ACT
To amend Chapter One Hundred and Sixty-seven o f 

the Acts o f the Year Eighteen Hundred and 
Eighty-nine, entitled A n A ct to Establish a Board 
o f Public W orks for the City o f New Bedford.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House o f Representatives 
m General Court assembled, and by the authority o f the 
same, as follows:

1 S e c t i o n  1. Section one o f chapter one hun-
2 dred and sixty-seven o f  the acts o f  the year
3 eighteen hundred and eighty-nine is hereby
4 amended, by inserting after the words “ New
5 Bedford ” in the second line o f said section the
6 words “  to consist o f  the mayor o f said city, who
7 shall be chairman, the president o f the common
8 council, and three other persons to be appointed
9 and by striking out in seventh line o f said section
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10 the words “  to be a ” and inserting in place thereof
11 the words “  to be members o f the,”  so that said
12 section as amended shall read as follows: —
13 Sect. 1. A  board o f public works is hereby
14 established for the city o f New Bedford to consist
15 o f the mayor o f said city, who shall be chairman,
16 the president o f the common council and three
17 other persons to be appointed, as follows, viz: —
18 In the month o f April, in the year eighteen hun-
19 dred and eighty-nine, or as soon thereafter as this
20 act shall take effect, the mayor o f said city shall
21 appoint, subject to confirmation by the board of
22 aldermen o f said city, three persons to be mem-
23 bers o f the board o f public works, to hold office
24 respectively, one, two, and three years from the
25 first day o f May, the year eighteen hundred and
26 eighty-nine, and until their successors are ap-
27 pointed, confirmed and qualified; and thereafter
28 in the month o f April in each year the mayor shall
29 appoint, subject to confirmation as aforesaid, one
30 member o f said board to serve for a term o f three
31 years from the first day o f May in the year in
32 which he shall be appointed, and until his succes-
33 sor is appointed, confirmed and qualified; but the
34 mayor, with the consent o f the board o f alder-
35 men, may at any time remove any o f said board.
36 Whenever any vacancy shall occur in said board
37 by death, resignation or otherwise, said vacancy
38 shall be filled by appointment and confirmation in
39 the manner aforesaid, o f another person, who
40 shall hold office for the residue o f the unexpired
41 term. Said board shall serve without compensa-
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42 tion. The members thereof shall be sworn to the
43 faithful discharge o f their duties, and a record
44 thereof be made upon their journal. Said oath
45 may be administered by the city clerk or any
46 justice o f the peace.

1 Se c t . 2. Section two o f said act is hereby
2 amended by striking out the words, in the second
3 and third lines o f said section, “  by the choice o f
4 a chairman from their own number, and,” and also
5 the word “ other ” at the end o f said third line,
6 so that said section as amended shall read as
7 follows:—
8 Mf. Sect. 2. Annually, on the first Monday o f
9 May, said. board shall organize by the appoint-

10 ment o f such officers, not members thereof, as they
11 may determine. The city clerk shall be clerk o f
12 said board and serve without extra compensation,
13 and as clerk o f said board shall perform all the
14 duties now required o f city clerks in relation to
15 the laying out, locating anew, alteration or dis-
16 contiuuance o f streets, or o f altering or establish-
17 ing the grade thereof, or o f laying, making and
18 maintaining main drains, common sewers and
19 sidewalks, or any other matters placed by this act
20 under the control o f  said board, and shall keep a
21 record o f the doings o f said board.”

1 Sect. 3. This act shall be void unless accepted
2 by a majority o f the voters present and voting
3 thereon at the annual municipal election held on
4 the first Tuesday o f December in the year eigh-
5 teen hundred and ninety.
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