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H ouse of Representatives, May 9, 1890.

The committee on Public Charitable Institutions, who 
were instructed to “ inquire into the cause of the recent fire 
in the Asylum for Chronic Insane at Worcester; the con
sequences which were liable to arise from such a fire ; what 
additional improvements or alterations, if any, are needed 
to promote the comfort and safety of the patients in said 
institution; also what additional measures of precaution, if 
any, should be taken to better protect, in case of fire, the 
lives of the inmates of all, or any, of the public institutions 
of the Commonwealth,” submit the following report: —

The committee finds that a lighted paper, thrown thought
lessly upon a closet floor by a female attendant, was caught 
up by a current of air and carried through a wooden venti
lating shaft to the attic, setting fire at the same time to the 
ventilator itself. The committee also finds that the fire 
apparatus of the institution was utterly useless in dealing 
with the fire ; that but for the early hour in the evening at 
which the fire broke out, the stillness of the night, the close 
proximity of a portion of the Worcester fire department and 
the promptness with which it responded to the alarm the 
results of that fire would, in all probability, have been very 
appalling. The committee does not' find, however, that any 
blame attaches to the management of the institution and 
commends the promptness with which the necessary repairs



and alterations of the damaged building were began and 
completed.

As a measure of safety and precaution in the future against 
fire in the public charitable institutions of the State, the 
committee report the accompanying Bill.

For the Committee,

EDW. SULLIVAN.
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House of Representatives, May 14, 1890.

The committee on Finance, to whom was referred the Bill 
for the prevention of fire and the preservation of life at the 
State hospitals aud asylums for the insane, report that it 
ought to pass.

For the Committee,

J . HENRY NORCROSS.
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In the ^ear One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ninety

AN  A C T

For the Prevention o f Fire and the Preservation of 
Life at the State Hospitals and Asylums for the 
Insane.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House o f Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority o f the 
same, as follows:

1 S e c t io n  1. All State institutions devoted in
2 whole or in part to the treatment, care and main-
3 tenance o f the insane shall be provided with prop-
4 erly constructed iron fire escapes upon the outside
5 thereof and connected with the interior by doors
6 or windows with suitable landings at every story
7 above the first, including the attic, where the
8 same are occupied as day-rooms or sleeping-rooms 
8 for the insane.

1 Sect 2. All such State institutions shall be
2 provided with suitable apparatus for the extin-
3 guishment of fire; so constructed and arranged
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4 as to be effectually used, from the inside or out-
5 side of the buildings, or parts thereof, so occupied
6 for the accommodation of insane persons.

1 Sect. 3. The trustees of each of such State
2 institutions shall make suitable provisions, by by-
3 laws, or otherwise, for a monthly inspection and
4 trial of such fire apparatus and for a proper
5 organization and monthly drill o f their officers
6 and employees in the use of the same.

1 Sect. 4. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.


