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Commonroealtl) of illassafljuoetts.

E x e c u t iv e  D e p a r t m e n t , B oston, M ay 15, 1890.

l o  the Honorable Senate and House o f Representatives:

I am informed by the commissioners appointed under the 
provisions of chapter 95 of the Acts of the present year to 
take measures to prevent the spreading and to secure the 
extermination of the gipsy moth, that an additional appro
priation is needed to enable them to proceed with the work 
with the performance o f which they are charged. This 
work has been found to be of much greater magnitude than 
was anticipated, the territory over which the insects have 
spread being some sixteen times as large as it was at first 
supposed to be.

Immediately upon their appointment, the commissioners 
entered actively into the performance of the duty imposed 
upon them, and they have diligently continued it. They 
have been obliged to employ a large force of men, and to 
incur considerable expense for material. They have already 
paid out $12,000, and they estimate that by the middle of 
August next the prosecution of the work, if it is continued 
in the vigorous manner in which it has been begun, will have 
made necessary the expenditure of $34,000; and that .an 
additional sum will be required for the remainder of the 
year. They are of the opinion that an appropriation of 
$25,000 in addition to that now at their command should 
be made.
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They will furnish you with the details of their expendi
tures up to the present time, and also of those which they 
believe should be made hereafter. Although these antici- 
pated expenditures will exceed the amount which it was 
originally thought the work would require, I believe they 
will be fully warranted. I f  made at once they may save a 
much larger expense in the future, when the evil with which 
the commission is dealing, and which is rapidly spreading, 
will, if not promptly checked, have assumed much larger 
proportions.

It is due to the agricultural interests of the Common
wealth, already bearing many burdens, that every reason
able effort should be made to protect them against this new 
enemy by which they are menaced. I  therefore commend 
the request of the commissioners to your favorable con
sideration.

JOHN Q. A. BRACKETT.


