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Office of the Secretary, E Jan. 9,18E

Hon. William E. Barrett, Spe the House ofBepresenlaih

Sir : I have the honor to transmit herewith, for the use
of the Legislature, the report of the commissioners to com-
plete the preparation and publication of the Province Laws,
appointed under chapter 77 of the legislative resolves of the
year 1890.

Respectfully,

ISAAC H. EDGETT

dtommonujcaltl) of Massachusetts.

Deputy Secretary.
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Report of the Commissioners Appointed Under the

Resolve of 1890, Chapter 77, to Complete the
Preparation and Publication of the Province Laws.

The 7th volume of the series has been completed and
published. Volume 6, which will contain all the private
acts passed during the provincial period," has not been fully
completed, for the reason that although those Acts are com-
paratively few in number, yet the editorial work has required
an examination of a large amount of manuscripts not in the
secretary’s office, some of which could only be obtained from
the Public Record office in London. A considerable por-
tion of this volume is now in the printer’s hands. Volume 8
will contain the Resolves from 1703 to 1707, inclusive. The
text of all the Resolves is now in type, and the notes are
nearly completed, so that volume 8, as well as volume 6,
will be pushed forward as rapidly as the State printers can
proceed with the work.

The copying of the remaining Resolves has been finished,
and all the records contained in the State archives required
for the notes have been copied and arranged and a large,
amount of other necessary material has been obtained, so that
the work can now proceed more rapidly than has heretofore
been possible.

The commissioners would be glad had they been able to
report the publication of more volumes at the present time,
but they have deemed it of the first importance that the work
should be thoroughly rather than speedily done.
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It is quite impossible to arrange, annotate, index and pub-
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lish these invaluable records without a liberal expenditure
of care and patience, and the commissioners believe that the
work fully justifies this expenditure.

A. S. WHEELER,
WM. C. WILLIAMSON,
ABNER C. GOODELL, Jr.

Commission.




