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House of Representatives, Jan, 31, 181

[Bill accompanying petition of John M. Berry for equal representation
election of municipal offic

€nmiiioiuucalt}) of Massachusetts.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ninety-thre

AN ACT
To Provide for a more Equal Representation of the

People in the Choice of Selectmen of Towns and
Members of City Councils.

i House of RepresentativesBe it enacted by the St
and by the authority of the'n General Court assembled,

<ame, asfollows
1 Section 1. In any town which, at a meeting

2 duly called for the purpose, shall accept the pro-
-3 visions of this act, and in any city in which this

4 act shall be duly accepted by vote ol its city
5 council, the selectmen and the members of each

6 branch of the city council shall be chosen as

7 herein provided.
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1 Sect. 2. Nominations for candidates for the
2 office of selectman in any such town may be made
3 by caucus or by nomination papers signed in the
4 aggregate for each candidate by twenty qualified
5 voters of such town; but the number of voters so
6 signing shall in no case be required to be more
7 than one for every twenty voters who were regis-
-8 tered for the last preceding state election in such
9 town. Each voter signing a nomination paper

10 shall add to his signature his place of residence,
11 with the street and number thereof, if any; and
12 each voter may subscribe to one nomination, and
13 no more.

1 Sect. 3. Any convention of delegates repre-
-2 senting a political party which, at the election
3 next preceding, polled at least three per cent, of
4 the entire vote cast in any such city, or any
5 general caucus of such party, or any convention
6 of delegates who have been selected in caucuses
7 called and held in such city in accordance with a

8 special statute providing therefor, may, by caus-
-9 ing a certificate of nomination to be duly filed,

10 nominate as many candidates for the office of
11 alderman, and for the office of member of the
12 common council, as the number to be chosen at

13 the election. Or any convention of either kind
14 above named may divide such city into districts
15 for the choice of candidates for either or both
lb said offices, said districts for each office not to

17 exceed in number the number to be chosen to said
18 office at the election; and, until such districts be



1893.] 3HOUSE—No. 237

19 abolished by the authority by which they were
20 formed, a caucus called and held in any such dis-
-21 trict in accordance with a special statute provid-
-22 ing therefor may make one such nomination for
23 such office in place of one of the nominations
21 allowed to be made by such convention.

1 Sect. 4. All certificates of nomination and
2 nomination papers of candidates for any office
3 named in section one of this act shall be filed
4 with the city or town clerks of the respective

5 cities and towns at least ten days previous to the
6 day of the election for which the candidates are

7 nominated, and such clerks shall at once furnish
8 every candidate so nominated with a complete list
9 of all candidates nominated for the same office,

10 and keep the list of nominations open to pub-
-11 lie inspection in their respective offices. At any
12 time not less than six days previous to the day of
13 said election any of said candidates may file with
14 said clerk a statement in writing signed by him-
-15 self, and acknowledged before any magistrate
16 authorized to take acknowledgment of deeds,
17 which statement shall contain the names of one
18 or more other of said candidates whose election
19 he desires, and to one or more of whom he wishes
20 to transfer any ineffective votes cast for himself.

1 Sect. 5. Every such clerk shall, four days at

2 least prior to the day of said election, cause to be
3 conspicuously posted in one or more public places
4 in each voting precinct of his city or town, a



4 [Jau.EQUAL REPRESENTATION.

5 printed list containing the names, residences, and
6 party or political appellation of all candidates
7 nominated as herein provided in said city or town,
8 substantially in the form of the general ballot to
9 be used therein; also another list containing the

10 same information, and against each name of a can-
-11 didate the names in alphabetical order of all other
12 candidates, if any, contained in any written state-
-13 ment filed by said candidate as provided in section
14 four; and each clerk of such city shall likewise
15 cause both said lists to be published, prior to the
16 date of such election, in at least two newspapers,
17 if there be so many, published in such city, repre-
-18 senting the political parties which cast at the pre-
-19 ceding election the largest and next largest num-
-20 her of votes.

1 Sect. 6. Every legal voter in any such city or
2 town shall be entitled to vote for one and only
8 one candidate for each office named in section
4 one to be filled at such election whose name
5 appears upon the general ballot, and no persons
6 except those nominated in the manner herein pro-
-7 vided shall be placed upon said ballots as candi-
-8 dates or be voted for for any of said offices.

1 Sect. 7. The returns of votes having been

2 transmitted to the respective city and town clerks,
3 each of said clerks shall make a list of all candi-
-4 dates for said offices voted for in such city or
5 town, with the vote received by each candidate in
6 each voting precinct and his total vote, and shall
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7 forthwith j)ost and publish the same in the man-
-8 ner required in section five.

1 Sect. 8. Ineffective votes shall be transferred
2 according to the request of the candidate for
3 whom they were originally cast, to a person
4 named in the list furnished by said candidate as
5 provided in section four. The number to be
6 elected to each office shall be declared elected by
7 selecting those then having the largest number of
8 votes. In case two or more candidates have the
9 same number of votes, the candidate residing at

10 the greatest distance from the town-house or city
11 hall shall be preferred.

1 Sect. 9. The following shall be deemed inef-
-2 fective votes, and shall be transferred in the order
3 named:
4 (1.) Any votes cast for a candidate in excess
5 of the quotient obtained by dividing the entire
6 vote cast by the number to be chosen to the office
7 for which he is a candidate. The transfer shall
8 begin with the candidate receiving the largest
9 vote, and proceed to the one receiving the next

10 largest, and so on. In case of two or more receiv-

11 ing the same number of votes the transfer shall

12 be from each
13 (2.) Yot
14 th
15 ble, in the same order.

1G (3.) Votes originally cast for candidates wh(

17 fail of election, beginning with the candidate
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18 receiving the smallest total vote, and proceeding
19 to the one receiving the next smaller vote and so
20 on; in case of two or more receiving the same
21 vote, the transfer to be made from each alter-
-22 nately, in alphabetical order. 170 votes shall be
23 transferred from any candidate who has not fur-
-24 nished the statement named in section four.

1 Sect. 10. Every ineffective vote for a candi-
-2 date shall be transferred to the candidate named
3 in his said list, living and eligible at the time of
4 counting the vote, for whom the largest number
5 of votes were originally cast, and whose vote by
6 transfer or otherwise does not equal the quotient
7 obtained by dividing the whole number of votes
8 cast for said office by the number to be chosen to
9 said office, until all are transferred as far as pos-

10 sible. If the same number of votes were origi-
-11 nally cast for two or more candidates named in
12 said list, the candidate residing nearest the one

13 from whom the votes are to be transferred shall
14 be preferred.

1 Sect. 11. In case a vacancy shall occur in
2 any of the offices named in section one, after the
3 counting and transfer of the votes, the votes cast
4 for the officer whose place shall have become
5 vacant, together with any ineffective votes which
6 were transferred to him, shall be redistributed in
7 the same manner as if that officer had died or
8 become ineligible before the canvassing of the
9 votes; and the candidate not before elected, who,
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10 after returning to him any votes originally cast
11 for him, shall then appear to have the largest
12 number of votes, shall be declared elected. In
13 cities the provisions of chapter four hundred and
14 thirteen of the acts of the year eighteen hundred
15 and eighty-nine with the amendments thereto,
16 and in towns the provisions of chapter three hun-
-17 dred and eighty-six of the acts of the year
18 eighteen hundred and ninety with the amend-
-19 ments thereto, shall, so far as they are not incon-
-20 sistent with anything herein contained, apply to all
21 elections held in accordance with the provisions
22 of this chapter. In towns where other than town
23 officers are chosen by meetings held in separate
24 precincts, any officers chosen under the authority
25 of this act shall also be so chosen.




