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rates shall be reduced proportionately. All authority vested

in said commissioners by the foregoing provisions of this

section and by section three shall be subject to the provisions

of section eight. Said commissioners shall annually, and as

often as the town may require, render a report upon the

condition of the works under their charge and an account of

their doings, including an account of receipts and expen-

ditures.

Section 10. This act shall take effect upon its accep-

tance by a majority of the voters of the town of Essex present

and voting thereon at a town meeting called for the purpose

within three years after its passage; but the number of

meetings so called in any year shall not exceed three.

Approved May 31, 1934.

An Act authorizing the conveyance of certain portions (Jhnr) 262
or STATE HIGHWAY IN THE TOWN OF BOURNE TO THE ^'

united states of AMERICA.

Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would, in part, Eu'ertrency

defeat its purpose, therefore it is hereby declared to be an
emergency law, necessary for the immediate preservation

of the public convenience.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

The department of public works is hereby authorized, in

connection with the construction by the United States of

America of two bridges over the Cape Cod canal in the town
of Bourne, to convey to the said United States of America
certain parcels of land in the said town of Bourne taken by
the said department of public works for state highway pur-

poses, which parcels are bounded and described as follows:

Parcel A. A parcel of land comprising section number
one of the state highway location laid out November twenty-

second, nineteen hundred and thirty-three. Said parcel is

located between station one hundred plus forty-eight and
ninety-four hundredths and station one hundred two plus

ninety-four and eighteen hundredths and is described as

follows: beginning at a point on the location line of said

state highway layout, bearing south sixty-five degrees, six

minutes, fifty seconds west and seventy-one and fifty-eight

hundredths feet distant from station one hundred plus forty-

eight and ninety-four hundredths, thence following said state

highway location line north sixty-five degrees, six minutes,

fifty seconds east for one hundred seventy-one and sixty

hundredths feet, thence south twenty-five degrees, fifty-

three minutes, ten seconds east for two hundred ninety-four

and twenty-five hundredths feet, thence south sixty-seven

degrees, forty minutes, forty-two seconds west for forty-two

and fifty-six hundredths feet, thence north eleven degrees,

thirteen minutes, forty-eight seconds west for eighty-five

and seventy-eight hundredths feet, thence south forty de-

grees, twenty-one minutes, two seconds west for one hundred
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fifty and twenty-eight hundredths feet, thence north fifty-

six degrees, twenty-three minutes, four seconds west for

eighty-seven and eleven hundredths feet, thence north
twenty-five degrees, six minutes, no seconds east for eighty
and one hundredth feet, and thence north thirty-seven de-
grees, fifty-three minutes, fifty-three seconds west for one
hundred fifty and two hundredths feet to the point of be-
ginning; containing about forty-two thousand and sixty-

three square feet.

Parcel B. A parcel of land consisting of a portion of

section number two of the state highway location laid out
November twenty-second, nineteen hundred and thirty-

three. Said parcel is located between station one hundred
twenty-two plus ninety-eight and station one hundred
twenty-four plus fifty-nine, being more fully described as
follows: beginning at the junction of the easterly location

line of said state highway layout with the southerly location
line of the nineteen hundred and thirty state highway layout
on the Sandwich road, said junction bearing north sixty-

eight degrees, fifty-eight minutes, thirty-five seconds east

and being one hundred and thirty-six hundredths feet dis-

tant from station one hundred twenty-two plus ninety-eight,

thence by said easterly location line south twenty-five de-

grees, fifty-three minutes, ten seconds east for one hundred
fifty-two and forty-nine hundredths feet, thence crossing

said nineteen hundred and thirty-three state highway loca-

tion south sixty-four degrees, six minutes, fifty seconds west
for two hundred feet, thence by the westerly location line of

said nineteen hundred and thirty-three layout north twenty-
five degrees, fifty-three minutes, ten seconds west for one
hundred sixty-nine and fifty-one hundredths feet, thence by
the aforesaid nineteen hundred and thirty location line north
sixty-eight degrees, fifty-eight minutes, thirty-five seconds
east for two hundred and seventy-two hundredths feet to

the point of beginning; containing about thirty-two thousand
and two hundred square feet.

Said parcels A and B are portions of the location of a state

highway layout at the Bourne bridge, so called, in the said

town of Bourne as shown on a plan entitled "The Common-
wealth of Massachusetts Plan of Road in the town of Bourne
Barnstable County Laid Out as a State Highway by the

Department of Public Works November 22, 1933. Scale:

40 feet to the inch. A. W. Dean Chief Engineer."
Parcel C. A parcel of land consisting of a portion of sec-

tion number one of the state highway location laid out
November twenty-second, nineteen hundred and thirty-

three. Said parcel is located between station ninety-one plus

seventeen and twenty hundredths and station ninety-five

plus sixty and forty hundredths, being more fully described as

follows: beginning at the junction of the westerly location

line of said state highway layout with the northerly location

line of the nineteen hundred and fifteen state highway layout
on the Buzzards Bay road, said junction bearing north
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eighty-one degrees, two minutes, twenty-five seconds west
and being one hundred one and thirty hundredths feet dis-

tant from station ninety-five plus sixty and forty hundredths,

thence by said westerly location line north no degrees, thir-

teen minutes, fifty-five seconds west for four hundred twenty-
seven and two hundredths feet, thence crossing said nineteen

hundred and thirty-three state highway location north eighty-

nine degrees, forty-six minutes, five seconds east for two
hundred feet, thence by the easterly location line of the afore-

said nineteen hundred and thirty-three layout south no
degrees, thirteen minutes, fifty-five seconds east for four

hundred fifty-nine and thirty-eight hundredths feet, thence

by the aforesaid nineteen hundred and fifteen location line

north eighty-one degrees, two minutes, twenty-five seconds

west for two hundred two and sixty hundredths feet to the

point of beginning; containing about eighty-eight thousand,

six hundred and forty square feet.

Parcel D. A parcel of land comprising section two of the

state highway location laid out November twenty-second,

nineteen hundred and thirty-three. Said parcel is located

between stations one hundred five plus ninety and eighty

hundredths and one hundred seven plus thirty-one and forty-

nine hundredths, being described as follows: beginning at the

junction of the northerly location line of the nineteen hundred
and thirty state highway on the Sandwich road with the

westerly location line of the aforementioned nineteen hun-
dred and thirty-three state highway layout, said junction

bearing south eighty-nine degrees, forty-six minutes, five

seconds west and being one hundred feet distant from station

one hundred seven plus fifteen and seventy-three hundredths,
thence by said nineteen hundred and thirty-three location

fine north no degrees, thirteen minutes, fifty-five seconds

west for one hundred thirty and forty-seven hundredths feet,

thence by the southerly location line of the right of way of the

Old Colony Railroad Company, easterly by a curve to the

right of radius eleven thousand one hundred eighty-six and
ninety-one hundredths feet length two hundred and thirty-

six hundredths feet, thence by the easterly location line of the

aforesaid nineteen hundred and thirty-three layout south no
degrees, thirteen minutes, fifty-five seconds east for one
hundred fifty-six and sixty-tw^o hundredths feet to its junc-

tion with the aforesaid nineteen hundred and thirty location

line, thence returning by said nineteen hundred and thirty

location line westerly by a curve to the left of radius sixteen

hundred feet length two hundred three and seventy-four
hundredths feet to the point of beginning; containing about
twenty-eight thousand, three hundred and thirty square feet.

Parcel E. A parcel of land consisting of a portion of

section three of the state highway location laid out Novem-
ber twenty-second, nineteen hundred and thirty-three. Said
parcel is located between station one hundred eight plus ten

and eighty-seven hundredths and station one hundred nine

plus fifty and twenty hundredths and is described as follows:



316 Acts, 1934. — Chap. 262.

beginning at a point on the westerly location line of said state

highway layout, bearing south eighty-nine degrees, forty-

six minutes, five seconds west and being one hundred feet

distant from station one hundred nine plus fifty and twenty
hundredths, thence by said location line north no degrees,

thirteen minutes, fifty-five seconds west for one hundred
thirty-eight and thirty-nine hundredths feet, thence by
lines within the location of said state highway layout, crossing

the same, north eighty-nine degrees, two minutes, nineteen
seconds east for seventy-four and one hundredth feet, north
eighty-nine degrees, forty-six minutes, five seconds east for

fifty-two feet, and south seventy-nine degrees, twenty-seven
minutes, thirty-two seconds east for ninety-two and thirty-

seven hundredths feet, thence by the easterly location line

of said nineteen hundred and thirty-three layout, south
forty-three degrees, no minutes, fifty-seven seconds east for

eighty-four and thirty hundredths feet and south five de-

grees, five minutes, thirty seconds east for sixty and forty-

two hundredths feet, thence again crossing said nineteen
hundred and thirty-three location, south eighty-nine degrees,

forty-six minutes, five seconds west for two hundred seventy-
nine and twelve hundredths feet to the point of beginning;
containing about thirty-four thousand, seven hundred and
fifty-five square feet.

Said parcels C, D and E are portions of the location of a
state highway layout at the Sagamore bridge, so called, in

the said town of Bourne as shown on a plan entitled "The
Commonwealth of Massachusetts Plan of Road in the town
of Bourne Barnstable County Laid Out as a State Highway
by the Department of Public Works November 22, 1933.

Scale: 40 feet to the inch. A. W. Dean Chief Engineer."
Parcel F. A parcel of land comprising a portion of the

location of the state highway on Sandwich road so called,

laid out March twenty-fifth, nineteen hundred and thirty.

Said parcel is located between station three hundred plus

seventy-two and eight hundredths and station three hundred
two plus seventy-five and sixty-eight hundredths and is de-
scribed as follows: beginning at the junction of the westerly
location line of section two of the nineteen hundred and
thirty-three state highway layout dated November twenty-
second, nineteen hundred and thirty-three, with the north-
erly location line of the aforementioned nineteen hundred
and thirty state highway layout, said junction bearing north
ten degrees, forty-one minutes, fifty-five seconds east and
being thirty-eight and seventy-five . hundredths feet distant
from station three hundred plus seventy-two and eight

hundredths, thence by said nineteen hundred and thirty

location line easterly by a curve to the right of radius sixteen

hundred feet length two hundred three and seventy-four
hundredths feet, thence by fines within the location of the

nineteen hundred and thirty state highway layout south
eighty-three degrees, ten minutes, fifty-seven seconds west
for sixty-two and eighty-nine hundredths feet, south eighty-
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nine degrees, thirty-five minutes, twenty-five seconds west

for seventy-five feet, and north fifty-four degrees, thirty-

four minutes, twenty-six seconds west for seventy-seven and
nine hundredths feet to the point of beginning; containing

about four thousand and twenty-five square feet.

Parcel F is a portion of the location of a state highway
layout at said Sagamore bridge on Sandwich road, so called,

in the said town of Bourne as shown on a plan entitled "The
Commonwealth of Massachusetts Plan of Road in the town
of Bourne Barnstable County Laid Out as a State Highway
by the Department of Public Works March 25, 1930. Scale:

40 feet to the inch. A. W. Dean Chief Engineer."

The stations mentioned in the description of the said

parcels are points on the base line of the location of said state

highway layouts, and the bearings given in the description

of said parcels refer to the same data as the bearings shown
on the layout plans hereinbefore referred to.

Approved June 7, 1931^.

An Act providing for judicial determination of the Chap. 201^

VALIDITY and EXTENT OF MUNICIPAL ZONING ORDINANCES,
BY-LAWS AND REGULATIONS.

Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would cause Kmcrgency

substantial inconvenience, therefore it is hereby declared to
''""•'"" ^•

be an emergency law, necessary for the immediate preserva-

tion of the public convenience.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. Section one of chapter one hundred and
eighty-five of the General Laws, as amended by section one
of chapter sixty-seven of the acts of nineteen hundred and
thirty-four, is hereby further amended by inserting after

clause (j), as appearing in the Tercentenary Edition, the

following new clause :
—

03^) Petitions under section fourteen A of chapter two
hundred and forty to determine the validity and extent of

municipal zoning ordinances, by-laws and regulations.

Section 2. Chapter two hundred and forty of the General
Laws is hereby amended by adding after section fourteen,

as appearing in the Tercentenary Edition, the following new
section:— Section lJj.A. The owner of a freehold estate in

possession in land may bring a petition in the land court

against a city or town wherein such land is situated, which
shall not be open to objection on the ground that a mere
judgment, order or decree is sought, for determination as to

the validity of a municipal ordinance, by-law or regulation,

passed or adopted under the provisions of sections twenty-
five to thirty A, inclusive, of chapter forty or under any
special law relating to zoning, so called, which purports to

restrict or limit the present or future use, enjoyment, im-

provement or development of such land, or any part thereof,

or of present or future structures thereon, including altera-
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