
SENATE : . ... No. 3.

Executive Department Boston, Jan. 11, 189

To the Honorable Senate and H Eepresentaliv

I have the honor to present, in compliance with chapter
50, Resolves of 1860, a report of the forty-seven pardons
issued by the Governor and Council during the year just
closed.

Of the number thus released, seven were in the State
Prison, twenty-eight in houses of correction, seven in the
Massachusetts Reformatory and five in the Reformatory
Prison for Women. Sickness was the controlling reason for
the discharge of thirteen, five of whom have since died.

No. 1. Antonio Ardito. Convicted of murder, second
degree, Supreme Judicial Court, Suffolk County, Dec. 15,
1879. Sentenced to State Prison for life. Pardoned Jan.
3, 1896. The details of the crime it is not necessary to
state, except to say that it was believed to have been done
under much provocation, and under the influence of liquor-
given him in the house where the crime was committed.
Ardito, who had been in this country but a few weeks when
arrested, was unable to speak a word of our language, and
through an interpreter was advised to plead guilty. His two
accomplices, who received the same sentence, had been
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pardoned. The pardon committee believed that the granting
of the pardon would be no detriment to justice. He was
released upon condition that he leave the country, never to
return. He sailed for Italy immediately upon his release.

No. 2. Peter Corrigan. Convicted of breaking and
entering a railroad car, Superior Court, Middlesex County,
June 20, 1895. Sentenced to State Prison for three years.
Pardoned Jan. 17, 1896, upon the recommendation of the
warden and prison physician. The prisoner was suffering
from gastric ulcer and cirrhosis, with little prospect of
recovery.

No. 3. Archibald E. F. Buckner. Convicted of lar-
ceny from a building, Superior Court, Middlesex County,
Oct. 21, 1895. Sentenced to the House of Correction for
one year. Pardoned Jan. 30, 1896, upon the recommenda-
tion of the prison physician. Buckner was suffering with
pulmonary tuberculosis, with no hope of recovery.

No. 4. Joseph Ward, alias Wixston. Convicted of
larceny from the person and attempted larceny from the
person, Superior Court, Suffolk County, April term, 1895.
Sentenced to State Prison for five years. Pardoned Jan. 30,
1896, upon the recommendation of District Attorney Stevens
and Inspector of Police Knox, on the ground of innocence.
These two officials, who were the prosecuting officers, have
since become satisfied that it was another party, closely re-
sembling Ward, who committed the offence. Ward’s bad
reputation, as well as his resemblance to the guilty party,
contributed to the mistake.

No. 5. William G. Bennett. Convicted of vagrancy,
District Court, Northern Berkshire, Aug. 9, 1895. Sen-
tenced to the Massachusetts Reformatory on an indeterminate
sentence. Pardoned Feb. 1, 1896, upon the recommen-
dation of (he Commissioners of Prisons, who had carefully
investigated the case, and learned that Bennett, who was a
young man of good family in New York, was arrested while
leeping in a barn with some tramps. Being young, well
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dressed and without visible means of support, he was con-
sidered a vagrant and sent to the reformatory. As has since
been learned, he was in no sense a vagrant. His sentence
was thought to have been too severe.

No. 6. Mary Reagan. Convicted of drunkenness, West-
ern District Court, Hampden County, May 14, 1895. Sen-
tenced to the Reformatory Prison for Women for one jTear.
Pardoned Feb. 13, 189(5. The prisoner had a young child
seriously ill with scarlet-fever. The father was unable to
meet the expense of a proper nurse. Upon the recommen-
dation of the selectmen of Westfield, where the offence was
committed, as she had but thirty days more to serve, after
deducting the time for good behavior, a pardon was granted,
on the ground of humanity.

No. 7. John Joyce. Convicted of larceny, Superior
Court, Suffolk County, Feb. 11, 1895. Sentenced to the
House of Correction for eighteen months. Pardoned Feb.
13, 1896. Joyce was in an advanced stage of pulmonary
consumption. He was pardoned that he might die at home.
He died a short time after his release.

No. 8. Alexander E. H. Walker. Convicted of vio-
lating the license law, Superior Court, Middlesex County,
Dec. 13, 1895. Sentenced to pay a fine of one hundred dol-
lars. Pardoned Feb. 17, 1895, upon the recommendation
of the district attorney who prosecuted the case and the city
marshal of Newton. This was Walker’s first offence. He
was unable to pay the fine, and in default of payment had
been held for two months in the House of Correction. His
family were entirely without means of support. It was the
unanimous opinion of all concerned that justice had been
answered by the punishment already served.

No. 9. Charles J. Parslow. Convicted of man-
laughter, Superior Court, Suffolk County, Oct. 23, 1895.

Sentenced to the Massachusetts Reformatory on an indeter-
minate sentence. Pardoned Feb. 20, 1896. The district
attorney and the Commissioners of Prbons were satisfied
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that the crime committed by Parslow was entirely acci-
dental, and that he had been sufficiently punished for an act
of criminal carelessness.

No. 10. George Purge. Convicted of larceny, Muni-
cipal Court, Boston, Feb. 11, 1896. Sentenced to the
Massachusetts Reformatory on an indeterminate sentence.
Pardoned Feb. 20, 1896, upon the recommendation of the
judge before whom the case was tried, who certified that
had all the facts regarding this case been known at the time
of trial, he would have allowed him to go without sentence.
Owing to a misunderstanding, the friends of the prisoner
failed to appear at the trial, and consequently he was tried
without counsel. The prisoner, who was but eighteen years
of age, had always borne an unblemished reputation.

No. 11. Louis Pearlstein. Convicted of receiving
stolen goods, Superior Court, Suffolk County. Dec. 2, 1894.
Sentenced to the House of Correction for two years. Par-
doned Feb. 27, 1896, upon the recommendation of the
district attorney. The pardon committee were of the opinion
that justice has been satisfied by the punishment already suf-
fered, as there were mitigating circumstances connected with
the case, which, if presented at the trial, would undoubtedly
have lessened the sentence.

No. 12. James Cheney, alias Henry Sproul. Con-
victed of receiving stolen goods, Superior Court, Middlesex
County, June 11, 1895. Sentenced to the House of Cor-
rection for two years. Pardoned March 19, 1896, upon the
recommendation of the prison physician, on the ground of
incurable illness.

No. 13. Patrick Buckley. Convicted of drunkenness,
Superior Court, Essex County, Oct. 26, 1895. Sentenced
to the Massachusetts Reformatory on an indeterminate sen-
tence. Pardoned March 26, 1896, upon the recommenda-
tion of the district attorney, the mayor and all the city
officials of Beverly.
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No. 14. Louis Bowcock. Convicted of arson, Superic
Court, Bristol County, Feb. 12, 1894. Sentenced to Slat
Prison for five years. Pardoned April 2, 1896, upon th
recommendation of the mayor and other leading citizens (
Fall River and the district attorney. The prisoner w;
without counsel at the trial. The burning was technica
rather than real. Nobody came forward at the time of th
sentence to say a word for him. If they had done so, h

r

f

would undoubtedly have been placed on probation, orreceive
a much lighter sentence.

1

No. 15. William Doucette. Convicted of larceny
Police Court, Lawrence, March 23, 1895. Sentenced to th
House of Correction for two and one-half years. Pardonei
April 2, 1896, Upon the recommendation of the physicia
and master of the House of Correction, that he might die a
home. Ho was incurably ill with tuberculosis.

I
i
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No. 16. Olive Tavloe. Convicted of drunkenness
police court, Lowell, Oct. 25, 1895. Sentenced to tin
Reformatory Prison for Women for fifteen months. Par
doned April 16, 1896, upon the recommendation of the Com
missioners of Prisons. This was the prisoner’s first offence
She was but seventeen years of age. The probation office!
was away at the time of sentence ; if he had been present
the commissioners were satisfied she would have been placet
on probation.

1

No. 17. Abraham Catlan. Convicted of receivin'
stolen goods, Superior Court, Suffolk County, January term
1896. Sentenced to the House of Correction for one year
Pardoned April 16, 1896. The district attorney, after i
careful examination of the evidence, bad become convincet
that Catlan did not know that the goods were stolen whei
he received them, and would not probably have been con
victed if he had told the truth at the time of trial.

a
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No. 18. Nellie Donohue. Convicted of being idle and
disorderly, Central District Court, Worcester County, Jan.
6, 1896. Sentenced to the Reformatory Prison for Womc n
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for one year. Pardoned April 16, 1896, upon the recom-
mendation of Judge Utley, who imposed the sentence. It
was believed that she was innocent of the crime for which

arrested with other inmates of
i since been learned that she
and had nothing to do with the

she was sentenced. She was
a disorderly house, but it ha
was employed as a domestic,
proceedings of the house.

No. 19. Alexis Pelkey Convicted of assault, Second
District Court, Bristol County, Dec. 23, 1895. Sentenced,
to the House of Correction for one year. Pardoned May 21,
1896. Pelkey was suffering from tuberculosis, with no hope
of recovery. He died June 21.

No. 20. John F. Moynahan. Convicted of man-
slaughter, Superior Court, Bristol County, Nov. 26, 1895.
Sentenced to the House of Correction for nine months.
Pardoned May 21, 1896. The prisoner was in the last
stages of phthisis pulmonalis. He was pardoned that he
might die at home. He died about ten days after his
release.

No. 21. Burton C. Stevenson. Convicted of break-
ing and entering and larceny, Superior Court, Middlesex
County, June 7, 1895. Sentenced to the House of Correc-
tion for eighteen months. Pardoned May 26, 1896. The
offence was a very slight one. He had no counsel at his
trial. His previous reputation was of the best. The par-
don committee were of the opinion that the object of im-
prisonment had been accomplished.

No. 22. Annie Gilmore. Convicted of adultery. Su-
perior Court, Suffolk County, May term, 1895. Sentenced
to the House of Correction for two years. Pardoned June
4, 1896, upon the recommendation of the district attorney.
The prisoner was a married woman with several children,
one of whom was ill, and needed her mother’s care.
Through love of drink she became intimate with the man
wdth whom she committed the crime. It was believed that
the object of imprisonment had been accomplished by the
punishment already suffered.
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No. 23. John McCarthy. Convicted of assault witw

-pent to rob. Superior Court, Suffolk Cour(

term, 1892. Sentenced to the House of G
years. Pardoned June 23, 1896, on the ground t
been sufficiently punished. He was sentenced without th
knowledge of his friends, or allowing them
feud him. This was his first offence. If cou
secured for him, he undoubtedly would have received
much lighter sentence, as the offence was not a very se
one.

No. 24. Henry J. McGill. Convicted of drunken
ness, Third District Court, Bristol County, May 17, 189<
Sentenced to the House of Correction for one year. Par
cloned June 30, 1896, upon the recommendation of 1
justice and probation officer of the district court at New
Bedford, on the ground of humanity. The prisoner had
wife and three children dependent upon him for support;
soon alter his conviction his wife met with a serious accident
in a laundry, being scalded ; the oldest child had also met
with an accident, and was unable to work ; and one of
others had broken a leg and arm. He was pardoned so that
he might support his family. It was believed by the proba-
tion officer that he would hereafter lead a temperate

No. 25. James Cashman. Convicted of indecentassault
Municipal Court, East Boston, June 1, 1896. Sentenced
the House of Correction for six months. Pardoned July li
1896, upon the recommendation of the institutions comrai

oner of the city of Boston and many of the leading citizens
of East Boston. The prisoner, an old man seventy-four
years of age, was pardoned on account of his feeble men!

and physical condition. His previous conduct and
bad been irreproachable. The offence, which was a sli
one, would undoubtedly never have been
had been in his right mind. He died about two weeks after
his

No. 26. Fred. B. Shelhamer, alias Wilson. Cor
ing, Superior Court, Suffollvicted of breaking and



8 Jan.PARDONS.

County, December term, 1893. Sentenced to the House of
Correction for four years. Pardoned July 16, 1896, upon
the recommendation of the district attorney, who ceitified
that “ both the houses he entered were the houses of his
sisters, and it is probable that he would not have entered
the houses of strangers, as he had borne a good reputa-
tion.” He was under the influence of liquor when the crime
was committed. It was believed that the punishment already
served had been sufficient, and that he would hereafter lead
an orderly life.

No. 27. Michael Conloh. Convicted of breaking and
entering, Superior Court, Suffolk County, January term,
1895. Sentenced to the House of Correction for two years.
Pardoned July 23, 1896, upon the recommendation of the dis-
trict attorney and institutions commissioner. The prisoner
was in failing health, and it was feared that he would be-
come insane if he were obliged to serve his full term of
imprisonment.

No. 28. George Jacobs. Convicted of assault, Third
District Court, Southern Worcester, April 6, 1896. Sen-
tenced to the House of Correction for one year. Pardoned
July 30, 1896. The prisoner does not understand the Eng-
lish language. At the time of his trial he did not know the
nature of the charge against him, and he vras without the

O O '

advantage of counsel or an interpreter who understood his
language (Armenian). An Italian who was interested in
the complainant was used by the court as an interpreter, and
the prisoner understands the Italian language no better than
he does English. He did not understand his right of appeal.
After his commitment he did employ counsel, but it was too
late to appeal. The committee were unanimously of the
opinion that he was sentenced under a misapprehension of
the facts, and, that had ho been defended by counsel, the
facts that tend to establish his innocence of the offence would
have been brought out.

Nos. 29 and 30. George H. Wright and Charles M.
Somers. Convicted of extortion, Superior Court, Worces-
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ter County, May 29, 1896. Sentenced to the House of
Correction for four months. Pardoned July 30, 1896, upon
the recommendation of District Attorney Parker, who certi-
fied that “the petitioners were indicted jointly with Orville
L. Ford. I believe that Ford was the active and controlling
factor in the commission of the crime, and I am of the opin-
ion that Somers and Wright did not comprehend the nature
or enormity of the offence, it having been committed, as I
believe, largely at the instigation and suggestion of Ford.”
The pardon committee believed the prisoners had been suffi-
ciently punished for the crime committed.

No. 31. Casimo Olivar. Convicted of assault with in-
tent to kill, Superior Court, Suffolk County, August term,
1895. Sentenced to the State Prison for ten years. Par-
doned Sept. 3, 1896, on the ground of innocence. The dis-
trict attorney, after a careful investigation into the facts of
the case, and interviewing certain witnesses who did not
testify at the trial, was of the opinion that the shooting was
not done by Olivar, but by one Joseph Biseste, who has fled
the country.

No. 32. Margaret Johnstone. Convicted of drunken-
ness. Police Court of Holyoke, Sept. 17, 1895. Sentenced
to the Reformatory Prison for Women for two years. Par-
doned Sept. 17, 1896, upon the recommendation of the
Commissioners of Prisons. During her imprisonment she
had been a well-behaved prisoner. She was pardoned after
serving one-half of her sentence, and sent to her former
home in Scotland. It was believed that she had been suffi-
ciently punished for the crime committed.

No. 33. Victoria Goodhall. Convicted of keeping a
disorderly house, Superior Court, Bristol County, June 17,
1896. Sentenced to six months in the House of Correction,
and to pay a fine of one hundred dollars. Pardoned Sept.
30, 1896, upon the recommendation of the county commis-
sioners of Bristol County and the prison physician. The
prisoner was seriously ill with heart disease. The fine had
been paid and more than half the sentence had been served.
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No. 34. Betsy H. Robbins. Convicted of being a com-
mon night-walker, First District Court, Barnstable County,
June 9, 1896. Sentenced to the House of Correction for
six months. Pardoned Oct. 17, 1896. The prisoner, who
was but seventeen years of age and of unsound mind, was
pardoned about two months before her sentence expired, for
the purpose of being transferred to the School for the Feeble-
minded.

No. 35. Daniel McCall. Convicted of forgery and
uttering, Superior Court, Suffolk County, April term, 1896.
Sentenced to the House of Correction for eighteen months.
Pardoned Nov. 5, 1896. McCall was ill with pulmonary
tuberculosis, with little chance for recovery.

No. 36. Lawrence A. Jacobs. Convicted of perjury,
Superior Court, Suffolk County, March 27, 1895. Sen-
tenced to the State Prison for four years. Pardoned Nov.
14, 1896. The prison physician reported Jacobs as incura-
bly ill with pulmonary phthisis. He was pardoned that he
might die at home. He lived less than three weeks after
his release.

No. 37. Simon B. Porter. Convicted of larceny, East
Boston District Court, May 19, 1896. Sentenced to the
Massachusetts Reformatory on an indeterminate sentence.
Pardoned Nov. 25, 1896, upon the recommendation of Judge
Emmons, who imposed the sentence, facts having been re-
cently brought to his attention which satisfied him that he
has been sufficiently punished. This was the boy’s first
offence. The property, a bicycle, had been recovered. He
was sent to the home of his parents, in Nova Scotia.

No. 38. JamesF. Loughman. Convicted of stubbornness.
Roxbury Municipal Court, June 26, 1896. Sentenced to the
Massachusetts Reformatory on
Pardoned Nov. 5, 1896, upon

an indeterminate sentence,
the recommendation of the

Commissioners of Prisons. The prisoner, who was but six-
teen years of age, was complained of by his father, who
would not have made the complaint if he had understood
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the operations of the court whi
ment at the reformatory. The

h caused the boy’s imprison-

;ommissioners and the father
uld hereafter be obedient towere of the opinion that he w

the parental authority.

No. 39. Jawes Swanton, alias John Sullivan. Con-
victed of larceny, Superior Court, Bristol County, Nov. 18,
1895. Sentenced to the House of Correction for two years.
Pardoned Nov. 25, 1896. Swanton was in the hospital, suf-
fering from pulmonary tuberculosis. He was failing rapidly,
with no hope of recovery.

No. 40. Charles H. Walker. Convicted of adultery.
Superior Court, Berkshire County, Jan. 22, 1896. Sen-
tenced to the House of Correction for fifteen months. Par-
doned Dec. 3, 1896, upon the recommendation of the
district attorney, the justices of the District Court of North-
ern Berkshire, the sheriff of Berkshire County, the probation
officer, and the wife of the prisoner, upon the ground that
the woman with whom he was convicted of adultery and her
husband are reconciled and living together. The prisoner’s
wife, who needed his support, had forgiven him and desired
to live with him again. It was believed that he had fully
repented of his act, and had paid a sufficient penally
therefor.

No. 41. Arthur M. Fagan. Convicted of drunken-
ness, Fourth District Court, Plymouth County, July 3, 1896.
Sentenced to the Massachusetts Reformatory on an indeter-
minate sentence. Pardoned Dee. 3, 1896. This was his
first imprisonment. An uncle who lived outside the State
was ready to give him immediate employment, where he
would not associate with his former companions. The par-
don committee were of the opinion that the object of
imprisonment had been accomplished by the punishment
already suffered.

No. 42. Lucinda A. Grover. Convicted of adultery,

Superior Court, Bristol County, May 27, 1896. Sentenced
to the House of Correction for one year. Pardoned Dec. 10,
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1896, on the ground that the circumstances that brought
about her conviction, and her present purpose of reform
were such as to merit, in the opinion of the pardon commit-
tee, the granting of a pardon to her. The district attorney
concurred in this opinion.

No, 43. Charles J. Johnson. Convicted of assault,
Superior Court, Bristol County, Feb. 3, 1896. Sentenced
to two years in the House of Correction. Pardoned Dec. 17,
1896, upon the recommendation of the district attorney and
the city marshal of Fall River. It was a serious question as
to whether Johnson or the party assaulted who was a
notorious bully and had been arrested many times —was
the aggressor. The prisoner wras a quiet, inoffensive man,
and would not get into trouble unless he was imposed upon.
From the evidence submitted it was evident that he acted in
self-defence, and would not have been convicted if he had
not used a knife.

No. 44. William Moffitt. Convicted of lewd and
lascivious cohabitation, Superior Court, Suffolk County,
March 11, 1895. Sentenced to the House of Correction for
two years. Pardoned Dec. 19, 1896, upon the recommen-
dation of the district attorney. During his confinement
Moffitt had married the woman with whom he had been liv-
ing. He was pardoned in order to be able to return to his
wife and three children and care for them. He had publicly
acknowledged the paternity of the children.

No. 45. Joseph Yiviato, alias Yreato. Convicted of
adultery, Superior Court, Barnstable County, April 11, 1895.
Sentenced to the House of Correction for two years. Par-
doned Dec. 4, 1896, upon the recommendation of the prison
physician. The prisoner was suffering from mitral insuffi-
ciency and dilation of the heart, accompanied by great
physical exhaustion. He was liable to die at any moment.

No. 46. James E. Gage. Convicted of felonious
assault, Superior Court, Middlesex County, Nov. 18, 1892.
Sentenced to the State Prison for nine years. Pardoned
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Dec. 26, 1896, as an act of executive clemency. The dis-
trict attorney who prosecuted the case certified that he “ felt
quite sure that the cause of public justice would not suffer
thereby.” Many of the leading citizens of Woburn, where
the crime was committed, urged a pardon on the ground that
he had been sufficiently punished for the crime committed,
which was believed by the pardon committee to have been
of a less serious character than that for which he was
sentenced.

No. 47. Hattie M. Geeshefski. Convicted of lar-
ceny, Police Court of Holyoke, Nov. 5, 1896. Sentenced
to the Reformatory Prison for Women for eighteen months.
Pardoned Dec. 31, 1896, upon the recommendation of the
Commissioners of Prisons and the superintendent of the
reformatory. It appeared that there were extenuating cir-
cumstances connected with this case which, if they had been
properly presented to the court at the time of sentence,
would undoubtedly have caused the prisoner to have been
placed on probation.








