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[Jan.9. WEIGHTS AND MEASURES.

During the year ending Dec. 31, 1896, I have visited the
cities and towns, as stated below, for the purpose of adjust-
ing the standard weights, measures and balances furnished
by the Commonwealth, and have also examined, in many of
the places enumerated, the weights, measures and balances
in constant use by dealers, for the sale of goods, wares and
other commodities ; notifying the proper officers when there
appeared to be a failure to comply with the law, by local
sealers of weights and measures.

Abington, Goshen, Prescott
Alford, Granby, Richmond,
Arlington, Halifax, Salem,Halifax, Salem
Bradford, Hancock, Savoy,
Bernardston, Hawley, Shutesbury

Beverly, Lanesborough, South Hadley
Bolton, Leverett, Southampton
Brewster, Leyden, Springfield,
Carver, Longmeadow, Templeton,
Chesterfield, Lynn, Trurc
Cummington, ' Medford, Warwic
Dennis, New Ashford, West StockbridgE
Egremont, Northborough, Windsor
Essex, Pelham, Worthington.
Gill, Plainfield

An appropriation having been made by the Legislature of
1896, for the repair and completion of the standards in our
possession, I proceeded to Washington, and conferred with
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the proper officers of the United States Coast and Geodetic
Survey, with whom I entered into an arrangement, by which
all of the standards were to be sent to that office for ad-
justment, those originally furnished by government to be
adjusted without expense, other than for the cost of trans-
portation ; all other standards and duplicates at the actual
expense paid for expert services rendered by that bureau.

It is expected that these will be returned by May 1 of
this year, and when placed in the room prepared for their
reception, the equipment of this department will be superior
to that possessed by any other state in the Union.

I earnestly recommend the adoption, by statute, of a
standard of apothecaries’ weight, of which none exists
to-day, by law in this Commonwealth. Little, if anything,
is now done towards the exercise of a proper supervision of
these, the most important weights in daily use.

I further recommend, upon the establishment of this
itandard, that an appropriation be made, sufficient, not only

to supply this department with its original set of standards,
but also to furnish a set of duplicates thereof, with a suitable
balance, to each city in the Commonwealth.

Respectfully submitted

DANIEL C. V. PALMER
Deputy Sealer of Weights and Mea.




