
SENATE No. 64.

Senate, Feb. 19, 1897.

[Presented by Senator Gallivan of Suffolk.]

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ninety-seven.

RESOLUTIONS

Requesting the Secretary of State of the United States to
protect the Rights of Sylvester Scovel, an American
Citizen confined in a Cuban Prison by Spanish Authorities.

1 Whereas, Sylvester Scovel, a native of the state of
2 Ohio and a citizen of the United States, has been arrested
3 and is now held prisoner by the Spanish military author-
-4 ities in Cuba upon no specific accusation of crime ; and
5 Whereas, The said Scovel is imprisoned in a disturbed
6 part of the island of Cuba, namely, in Santa Clara
7 province; and
8 Whereas, It is creditably reported that the said Scovel
9 is in imminent danger of death through disease or by

10 possible violence at the hands of lawless persons, not-
-11 withstanding the best efforts that local Spanish authorities
12 may make to prevent such event; and
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13 Whereas, The Spanish authorities in Cuba, after con-
-14 senting, now decline to bring said Scovel to Havana,
15 where his rights may be protected by the consul-general
16 of the United States ; now therefore be it
17 Resolved, By the senate and house of representatives,
18 in General Court assembled, that the secretary of state
19 of the United States be, and is hereby earnestly requested
20 to use his good offices with the Spanish government in
21 said Scovel’s behalf, and strongly to represent to the
22 Spanish authorities in Cuba the imperative necessity of
23 removing him from his present perilous place of confine-
-24 ment to Havana, and to insist that he shall have all the
25 rights and privileges secured to American citizens by
26 treaty between Spain and the United States;
27 Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions, duly
28 attested, be forwarded to the secretary of state by the
29 secretary of the Commonwealth.






