
SENATE . . . . JNo. 150.

[Senate, No. 107 as passed to be engrossed by the Senate.]

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ninety-seven.

AN ACT
To provide for the Better Preservation of Certain

Birds and Animals.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as folloivs:

1 Section 1. Whoever takes or kills a wood-
-2 cock,or a rutted grouse, commonly called partridge,
3 or a quail, or a gray squirrel, between the first day
4 of December and the fifteenth day of September,
5 or a hare or rabbit between the first day of Feb-
-6 ruary and the first day of November, or a wood
7 or summer duck, black duck, or teal between the
8 fifteenth day of March and the first day of Sep-
-9 tember, or any other of the so-called duck species

1C between the first day of April and the first day
11 of September, or a plover, snipe, curlew, sand-
-12 piper, rail, or any of the so-called shore, marsh or
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13 beach birds between the first day of April and the
14 first day of July, or a gull or a tern between the
15 first day of May and the first day of October, and
16 whoever buys, sell, or has in his possession any
17 of the birds or animals named in this section
18 and protected thereby during the time within
19 which the taking or killing thereof is prohib-
20 ited, whenever or wherever the aforesaid birds
21 or animals may have been taken or killed
22 shall be punished by a fine of twenty dollars
23 for every bird or animal so taken or killed or

24 had in possession: provided,
however

,
that any

25 person, firm or corporation dealing in game or en-

26 gaged in the cold storage business may buy, sell,
27 or have in possession, and any person may buy
28 from such person, firm or corporation and have
29 in possession if so bought, woodcock and par-
30 fridge, from the first day of December to the first
31 day of January, gray squirrels from the fifteenth
32 day of deccmber to the first day of April, hares
33 and rabbits from the first day of February to the
34 first day of April, quail from the first day of De-
35 cember to the first day of May, and any of the
36 so-called duck species at any season if such birds
87 or animals have not been taken or killed contrary
38 to the provisions of this section; and any
39 person, firm or corporation engaged in the cold
40 storage business may have in possession on cold
41 storage, at any time of the year, any of the birds
42 or animals mentioned in this section, if such
43 birds or animals have not been taken or killed
44 contrary to the provisions of this section.
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1 Sect. 2. Whoever at any time in the county
2 of Dukes County takes or kills a pinnated grouse,
3 commonly called prairie chicken or heath hen, or
4 has in his possession any such bird so taken or

5 killed be punished by a fine of twenty dol-
-6 lars for each bird so taken or killed or had in
7 possession.

1 Sect. 3. Whoever takes or kills any wild or
2 undomesticated bird not named in the preceding
3 sections, except English sparrows, crows, jays,
4 butcher birds, great horned owls, Cooper’s hawks,
5 goshawks, sharp shinned hawks, duck hawks,
6 pigeon hawks, (Falco columbarius), and wild
7 geese, or destroys, disturbs, or takes a nest or
8 eggs of any wild or undomesticated bird, except
9 the birds herein exempt from protection, shall be

10 punished by a fine of twenty dollars, and the
11 possession by any person of any unblown eggs of
12 any of the birds herein protected shall be prima
13 facie evidence that the same have been illegally
14 taken: provided, however, that any person cn-
-15 gaged in the lawful maintaining or cultivation of
16 fish, or raising of poultry may at any time kill
17 upon his own premises any heron, bittern, owl, or
18 hawk which disturbs or attacks his fish or poul-
-19 try: and provided, also, that any person above
20 the age of twr enty-one years, having a certificate
21 from the fish and game commissioners to the effect
22 that such person is engaged in the scientific study
23 of ornithology or collecting in the interest of a
24 scientific institution, may take the nest and eggs
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25 of, or at any season take or kill any undomesti-
-20 cated bird except woodcock, ruffed grouse and
27 quail, but nothing herein contained shall be con-
-28 strned to authorize any person to enter upon pri-
-29 vate grounds without the consent of the owner
30 thereof, for the purpose of taking nests or eggs or
31 killing birds: provided, further, that the fish and
32 game commissioners may at any time revoke any
33 certificate they have respectively issued.

1 Sect. 4. All fines accruing under this act shall
2 be paid two-thirds to the complainant and onc-
-3 third to the city or town in which the offence was
4 committed.

1 Sect. 5. Sections one, two, three, four and five
2 of chapter two hundred and seventy-six of the
3 acts of the year eighteen hundred and eighty-six,
4 chapter three hundred of the acts of the year
5 eighteen hundred and eighty-seven, chapter two
G hundred and five of the acts of the year eighteen
7 hundred and ninety-four, and all acts and parts
8 of acts inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed.

2 passage

Senate, April 5, 1897
Passed to be engrossed.

Sent down for concurrence.

HENRY D. COOLLDGE, Clerk

1 Sect. 6. This act shall take effect upon its


