
SENATE . . . . IVo. 161.

Senate, April 14, 1897.

The committees on Metropolitan Affairs and Water Supply,
sitting jointly, to whom was referred the petition of S. F.
Bickford for legislation relative to the price to be charged
for water by certain local water companies in the Metropoli-
tan district (accompanied by bill, House, No. 764)., report,
in part, the accompanying Bill.

For the Committee,

ERNEST W. EGBERTS.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ninety-seven.

AN ACT
To regulate the Price to be Charged for Water by

Water Companies in the Metropolitan District.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as folloivs:

1 Section 1. Section twenty-three of chapter
2 four hundred and eighty-eight of the acts of the
8 year eighteen hundred and ninety-five is hereby
4 amended by adding thereto the following words:
5 and no such company shall be entitled to charge
6 more for water than a reasonable sum, measured
7 by the price ordinarily charged for a similar ser-
-8 vice in other cities and towns in the metropolitan
9 district. Any persons deeming themselves ag-

10 grieved by the price charged for water by any
11 such company, may in the year eighteen hundred
12 and ninety-eight and every fifth year thereafter,
13 apply by petition to the supreme judicial court
14 ashing to have the rate fixed at a reasonable sum,
15 measured lyy the standard above specified; and
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16 two or more judges of said court, after hearing
17 the parties shall establish such maximum rates as

18 said court shall deem proper, and said maximum
19 rates shall be binding upon said water company
20 until the same shall be revised or altered by said
21 court pursuant to this act, so as to read as fol-
-22 lows:
23 Section 23. No city or town, any part of which
24 is within ten miles of the state house or any water
25 company owning a water pipe system in any such
26 city or town shall, except in case of emergency,
27 use, for domestic purp'oses, water from any source
28 not now used by it except as herein provided or
29 as shall be hereafter authorized by the legislature.
30 If any town or towns in said district shall take
31 the franchise, works and property in such town
32 or towns, of any water company, the compensa-
-33 tion to be allowed and paid therefor shall not be
34 increased or decreased by reason of the provisions
35 of this act. No town in said water district now
36 supplied with water by a water company owning
37 the water pipe system in such town shall intro-
-38 duce water from the metropolitan water works
39 until it shall first have acquired the works of such
40 company; and no such company shall be entitled
41 to charge more for water than a reasonable sum,
42 measured by the price ordinarily charged for a
43 similar service in other cities and towns in the
44 metropolitan district. Any persons deeming
45 themselves aggrieved by the price charged for
46 water by any such company may, in the year
47 eighteen hundred and ninety-eight and every
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fifth year thereafter, apply by petition to the
supreme judicial court asking to have the rate
fixed at a reasonable sum measured by the stand-
ard above specified; and two or more judges of
said court, after hearing the parties, shall estab-
lish such maximum rates as said court shall deem
proper, and said maximum rates shal be binding
upon said water company until the same shall be
revised or altered by said court pursuant to this
act.

48
49
50
51
52
53
54
bb

oo

57

1 Sect. 2. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.


