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Senate, May 11, 1897.

The joint committee on the Judiciary, to whom were
referred the petitions of the Boston Daily Newspaper Asso-
ciation, by Charles H. Taylor, Jr., secretary, and others for
an amendment of the law relating to civil suits for libel
(accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 35), report the accom-
panying Bill.

For the Committee,

WILLIAM A. MORSE.

(Eommomoealtl) of ittassacljusetts.



2 [May,ACTIONS FOR LIBEL.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ninety-seven,

AN ACT
Relative to Actions for Libel.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as folloivs:

1 Section 1. In any action for libel the defend-
-2 ant may, at any time before the answer is due,
3 submit to the plaintiff or to his attorney an offer
4 to publish a retraction of the libel in respect of
5 which the action is brought, together with a draft
6 of the retraction which he is prepared to publish,
7 and at the trial he may, in mitigation of damages,
8 introduce evidence of such offer and of the pub-
-9 lication of such retraction, if made, and also that

10 the alleged libel was published in good faith and
11 without actual malice.

Cmnmomoealtt) of illaosacljusctts.

1 Sect. 2. In any civil action for libel, the de-
-2 fendant may allege and prove in mitigation of
3 damages that the plaintiff has already recovered
4 damage, for, or has received compensation in re-
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5 spect of, substantially the same libel as that for
6 which such action is brought.

1 Sect. 3. Whenever two or more civil actions
2 are pending in the same county of this Coramon-
-3 wealth, brought by the same plaintiff for substan-
-4 tially the same libel, any justice of the court in
5 which actions are pending may, in his discretion,
6 make an order that any and all of them be tried
7 together. If they be so tried, the court shall,
8 if the actions are tried without a jury, or
9 the jury shall, if the actions are tried by

10 jury, find a separate verdict in each action, and
11 judgment shall be rendered in each as if the
12 actions had been tried separately; and in the
13 event of judgment in favor of the plaintiff in
14 more than one action, the court shall make such
15 order for the apportionment of costs between the
16 defendants in such actions as may be just and
17 reasonable.

1 Sect. 4. Chapter four hundred and forty-one
2 of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and
3 ninety-five is hereby repealed.




