
SENATE No. 199.

The committee on Ways and Means, to whom was com-
mitted the Bill to establish Ocean Park in the city of
Gloucester (Senate, No. 163), report that the same ought
to pass, in a new draft, herewith submitted.

For the Committee,

ERNEST W. ROBERTS.

(Eommomumltl) of iflassacljusctte.

Senate, May 12, 1897.
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In the Year One Thousand-Eight Hundred and Ninety-seven.

AN ACT
To establish Stage Fort Park in the City of

Gloucester.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows

1 Section 1. The board of park commissioners
2 of the city of Gloucester are hereby authorized
3 and directed to take and acquire in fee in the
4 name and for the benefit of said city by purchase
5 or eminent domain all that tract of lands, flats
6 and beach commonly known as the “ Stage
7 Fort,” in the city of Gloucester, which are

8 bounded on the south and east by the sea, on
9 the north by Western avenue in said city and

10 on the west by said Western avenue and lands
11 of the devisees of John W. Bray and land of
12 others, for a public park, to be known as “ Stage
13 Fort Park,” and to be preserved as a permanent
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14 memorial of the first settlement of the Massa-
-15 cusetts bay colony.

1 Sect. 2. Said board of park commissioners
2 shall estimate and determine as near as may be
3 all damages sustained by any person or corpora-
-4 tion by the taking of land, or any right therein
5 under this act, but any one aggrieved by such
6 determination of the board may have such dam-
-7 ages assessed by a jury of the superior court in
8 the same manner as is provided by law with
9 respect to damages sustained by reason of the

10 laying out of ways. If upon trial damages are
11 increased beyond the award of the board the
12 aggrieved party shall recover costs, otherwise
18 such party shall pay costs, and costs shall be
14 taxed as in civil cases; but no suit for such
15 damages shall be brought after the expiration of
16 two years from the date of the recording of the
17 taking, as required by the following section.

1 Sect. 3. Within sixty days after any land, or
2 right therein, is acquired or taken under this act,
3 said board shall file and cause to be recorded in
4 the proper registry of deeds a decription thereof
5 sufficiently accurate for its identification, with a
6 statement of the purpose for which the same is
7 acquired or taken, which description shall be
8 signed by a majority of said board.

1 Sect. 4. For the purpose of meeting the ex-

-2 penses incurred under this act for the purchase
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3 of said park and for the improvement of the same
4 as a public pleasure ground said city may incur
5 indebtedness, outside its debt limit, to an amount
6 not exceeding in the aggregate seventy-five thou-
-7 sand dollars. Said city may from time to time,
8 as ordered by the city council, with the approval
9 of the mayor, issue bonds, notes or scrip for the

10 amount of the indebtedness above authorized, to
11 be payable within not exceeding forty years from
12 the date of the issue and to bear interest at a rate
13 not exceeding five per cent, per annum. Except
11 as herein otherwise provided, the provisions of
15 chapter twenty-nine of the Public Statutes rela-
-16 tive to municipal indebtedness and the establish-
-17 ment of sinking funds, and acts in amendment
18 thereof and in addition thereto, shall apply to the
19 indebtedness authorized by this act and the secur-
-20 ities issued therefor.

1 Sect. 5. This act shall be submitted to the
2 legal voters of the city of Gloucester at the
3 annual city election in the present year, and the
4 affirmative votes of a majority of the voters shall
5 be sufficient for its acceptance. If so accepted,
6 the board of park commissioners of said city
7 shall within sixty days thereafter take the tract

8 of land, flats and beach described in section one
9 of this act for the purposes of a park as therein

10 provided; and shall thereafter, with as much expe-
-11 dition as possible, take such further steps as may
12 be required to place the same in a condition to be

13 thrown open to the public. Any justice of the
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14 supreme judicial or superior court on petition of
15 any twenty or more legal voters of said city may,
16 by any appropriate process in equity, compel said
17 board of park commissioners to perform the duties
18 imposed upon them by this act.

1 Sect. 6. So much of this act as authorizes the
2 submission of the question of its acceptance to the
3 legal voters of said city shall take effect upon its
4 passage. If duly accepted as above provided it
5 shall take full effect from the date of its accept-
-6 ance; but otherwise shall be null and void.








