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This newsletter is published by the Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education and will provide 
Massachusetts educators with information, advice, and support to teach the Massachusetts learning standards to students with 

significant disabilities, and to conduct the MCAS Alternate Assessment.  

MARCH MADNESS: Reminders before the final buzzer  

 

General Reminders 

 MCAS-Alt portfolios must be shipped from your school by March 31, together with a 

completed Student Information Booklet (SIB) for each student. Place each portfolio 

and SIB in its own unsealed white envelope. 

 All students designated for alternate assessment who are enrolled in your school on the 

MCAS-Alt submission date (March 31, 2017) are required to participate in the assessment.  

 Original student work is preferred in the portfolio, but photocopies are acceptable if originals 
are unavailable. 

 

Measurable Outcomes 

 Review your students’ measurable outcomes carefully. For example, if the measurable 
outcome says “describe characteristics…,” then all activities must document how the 
student described the characteristics; if it says “identify the main idea…,” then each activity 
must identify the main idea. 

 If measurable outcomes are not based on an entry point found in the Resource Guide, 
Department approval must be obtained. 

 You may “spiral” to an entry point in a lower grade in the same strand, domain, or 
conceptual category, if needed, but please review higher-complexity entry points first. 

 Remember, if the entry point includes two related skills connected by “and,” then either   
one or both skills may be selected for the measurable outcome. If you select both skills for 
the measurable outcome, then both skills must be assessed during the activity on each date. 

 

ELA–Reading: 

 Review the handout regarding examples of informational and literary texts. One or the other 

(but not both) must be assessed in the ELAReading strand. 

 The title of the text selected for assessment must be included either in the brief description or 
on the evidence itself. A photocopy of the actual text must be included in the portfolio if it is 
teacher-created or includes selections from a digital source (Reading A-Z). Review the 
handout that lists the online websites that do not require submission of a photocopy of the 
text. 

http://www.doe.mass.edu/mcas/alt
http://www.mcas-alt.org/materials/Files/ELA%20Reading%20Determining%20Literary%20or%20Informational%20Text.pdf
http://www.mcas-alt.org/materials/Files/ELA_Read_Supplement.pdf


 

ELA–Writing: 

 Remember to submit three final writing samples, plus one baseline sample for each text 

type being submitted. A graphic of the ELAWriting strand requirements is available here. 

 Each final writing sample must include a state-provided Writing Scoring Rubric completed by 
the teacher.  

 Final writing samples, including those scribed verbatim by the teacher, should reflect the 
independent work of the student, without edits by the teacher. 

 The percent Independence for a writing sample can be measured either by the word or by the 
sentence. For example, if the student expressed 15 words and needed prompting on 3 of the 
words, the percent Independence would be 12/15 or 80%. 
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