
HOUSE No. 59.

[Bill accompanying the petition of the Mayor of New Bedford and
others. Fisheries and Game.]

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ninety-seven.

AN ACT
Concerning the Preservation of Birds and Game.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section one of chapter two hundred five
2 of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and ninety-
-3 four is hereby amended by inserting in the seventh line
4 thereof, after the word “ species,” the words “ except
5 the scoters, commonly called ‘ coot,’ ” so as to read as
6 follows:
7 Section 1. Whoever takes or kills a pinnated grouse
8 at any time, or a woodcock, ora ruffed grouse, commonly
9 called a partridge, between the first day of January and

10 the fifteenth day of September, or a quail between the
11 first day of January and the fifteenth day of October,
12 or a wood or summer duck, black duck or teal, or any
13 of the so-called duck species, except the scoters, com-
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14 monly called “ coot,” between the fifteenth day of April
15 and the first day of September; and whoever buys,
16 sells or has in his possession any of the birds named
17 in this act and protected thereby, daring the time
18 within which the taking or killing thereof is pro-
-19 hibited, whenever or wherever the aforesaid birds may
20 have been taken or killed, shall be punished by a fine
21 of twenty dollars for every bird so taken or killed,
22 or had in possession : provided, however, that any per-
-23 son, firm or corporation dealing in game or engaged in
24 the cold storage business, may buy, sell or have in pos-
-25 session, and any person may buy from such person, firm
26 or corporation, and have in possession, if so bought,
27 quail from the fifteenth day of October to the first day of
28 May; and any such person, firm or corporation may
29 have in possession on cold storage, quail, and may buy,
30 sell and have in possession pinnated grouse, wild pigeons
31 and any of the so-called shore, marsh or beach birds, or
32 of the so-called duck species, at any season, if said quail,
33 grouse or other birds have not been taken or killed in
34 this Commonwealth contrary to the provisions of this act.

1 Sect. 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage.






