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Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ninety-seven.1

ANACT
To authorize Telephone Companies to use the

Lines and other Property of other Telephone
Companies.

1 Section 1. When the board of aide
2 a city, or the selectmen in a town, aflectmen in a town, af

3 notice and hearing hey sha n proj

4 decide that public convenience and
5 require, they may authorize and c
6 company or association organized in organized or

telephonic trail7 for the purpose of th
8 intelligence and havii suchin operatic

i
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9 or town not less than
10 connected by a circuit
11 make connections with
12 lines, instruments and

two hundred telephones
system or exchange, to

and use the wires, poles,
exchanges, or any such

13 part or portion thereof as they shall determine,
14 of any other company or association now or
15 hereafter incorporated or organized for the trans-
-16 mission of intelligence as aforesaid, and exer-
-17 cising such rights or privileges in such city or
18 town, subject to the provisions of the following
19 sections:

1 Sect. 2. When such a company or associa-
-2 tion makes connection with and uses, or proposes
3 to make connection with or use, the wires, poles,
4 lines, instruments or exchanges of another com-
-5 pany, and the companies or associations cannot
G agree upon the manner and conditions of such
7 connections or use, or of the compensation to be
8 paid therefor, the board of gas and electric light
9 commissioners, after due notice and a hearing of

10 the parties interested, shall determine the rate of
11 compensation to be paid for such rise, and if
12 desired by either party, for past use, and shall fix
13 the manner and conditions of such connections
14 and use, having reference to the convenience and
15 interest of the parties and the public to be accom-
-16 modated thereby; and the award of the board
17 shall be binding upon the parties interested
18 therein; but no such award shall apply to a

19 period of time covered by a previous award of
20 the board or by agreement of parties.
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1 Sect. 3. Any such company or association
2 which, being duly authorized by law, connects
3 with or uses the wires, poles, lines, instruments
4 or exchanges of another company, shall there-
-5 after, until the rate of compensation is agreed
6 upon or fixed as provided in the preceding sec-
-7 tion, pay for such use, once in each month, at
8 such rate of compensation as the board, on peti-
-9 tion of either party and notice to the other, shall

10 from time to time order. If the compensation
11 finally established by the board for the prior use

12 of said wires, poles, lines, instruments and ex-
-13 changes exceeds the rate previously fixed by it,
14 the excess shall be paid by the company or asso-

-15 elation making use thereof; and if it falls below
1G such rate, the difference shall be deducted from
17 the compensation subsequently accruing.

1 Sect. 4. If such company or association so
2 making use of the property of another company
3 fails to make payment therefor in each month at
4 the rate named by the board under the preceding
5 sections, the further use of said property may be
6 enjoined by the supreme judicial court or the
7 superior court until all payments in arrears have
8 been made or satisfactorily secured.

1 Sect. 5. In all cases heard before the boar
2 under the provisions of this act, the expenses a

3 costs attending the same shall be paid by such
1 party, or divided between the parties in such pro

5 portions as the said board determines



4 [Jan. ’97TELEPHONE COMPANIES

1

5
I
)

6

Sect. 6. An award made by the board under
the provisions of this act shall be returned forth-
with into the supreme judicial court in the county
in which the question passed upon arose, and
shall be then subject to revision in the same man-
ner as if the board had derived its powers to act
in the premises under the appointment of said
court.


