
HOUSE No. 324.

[Bill accompanying the petition of J. A. Keliher. Manufactures.]

in the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ninety-seven

AN ACT
Relative to the licensing of Gas Fitters and the

supervision of the Business of Gas Fitting in the
City of Boston.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
sa

1 Section 1. No person, firm, or corporation
2 shall engage in or work at the business of gas
3 fitting in the city of Boston after September first,
4 eighteen hundred and ninety-seven, either as em-

-5 ployer or as a journeyman, unless such person,
6 firm, or corporation has received a license there-
-7 for in accordance with the provisions of this act.
8 The word “ journeyman ”as used in this act
9 shall be deemed to mean one who personally does

10 any gas fitting or any work in connection there-
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11 with which would be subject to inspection under

12 the provisions of this act.

1 Sect. 2. Every person, firm or corporation
2 desiring to engage in the business of gas fitting
3 in the city of Boston, shall, on or before Septem-
-4 ber first, eighteen hundred and ninety-seven,
5 make application therefor to the building com-

-6 missioner, and shall at such time and place as
7 may be designated by the board of examiners,
8 hereinafter provided for, to whom such applica-
-9 tion shall be referred, be examined as to his

10 qualifications for such business.

1 Sect. 3. The board of examiners shall consist
2 of the building commissioner, the fire commis-
-3 sioner, who shall be ex-officio members of said
4 board and serve without compensation, and a
5 third member to be chosen by these two, who
6 shall be a practical gas fitter of at least five years’
7 continued practical experience during the years
8 next preceding the date of appointment.
9 Said third member shall be chosen within thirty

10 days after the passage of this act for a term of
11 three years, and thereafter for a like period com-

-12 mencing with the first day of May in the year of
13 appointment, and shall be allowed a sum not ex-
-14 ceeding five dollars for each day of actual service,
15 to be paid from the treasury of the city of Boston.

1 Sect. 4. Said board of examiners shall as
2 soon as may be after the appointment of said
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third member meet and organize by the selection
of a chairman and clerk, and shall then designate
the times and places for the examination of all
applicants desiring to engage in or work at the
business of gas fitting in the city of Boston.
Said board shall examine said applicants as to
their practical knowledge of g’as fitting, and shall
submit the applicant to some satisfactory form of
practical test, and if satisfied of the competency
of the applicant, shall so certify to the building
commissioner, who shall thereupon issue a license
to such applicant, authorizing him to engage in or

work at the business of gas fitter, first requiring
of him to register in the office of the said building
commissioner his name, place of business or resi-
dence, license number, date of examination, and
in what capacity licensed.
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In case of a firm or corporation, the examina-
tion of one member of the firm or the manager of
the corporation shall satisfy the requirements of
this act.
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The fee for the license of any employing gas
fitter shall be two dollars, and for a journeyman
fifty cents, and said license shall continue in force
until revoked or cancelled, but shall not be trans-
ferable.
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1 Sect. 5. The building commissioner shall ap-
-2 point, on or before October first, eighteen hun-
-3 dred and ninety-seven, at least four inspectors of
4 gas fitting, and thereafter such an additional num-
-5 ber as the city council may from time to time by



[Jan.4 LICENSING OF GAS FITTERS.

6 ordinance determine. Said inspectors shall be
7 practical gas fitters of at least five years’ contin-
-8 ned practical experience, and shall before ap-
-9 pointment be subject to an examination before the

10 civil service commission.
11 The compensation of said inspectors shall be
12 determined by the building commissioner, subject
13 to the approval of the mayor; and such inspectors
14 shall hold office until removed by said commis-
-15 sioner, with the approval of the mayor, for mal-
-1(3 feasance, incapacity or neglect of duty.
17 Said inspectors shall inspect all new and exist-
-18 ing work relating to gas fitting, its connections
19 and use, and shall report all violations of this act,
20 or any act or ordinance relating thereto which
21 now exists or may be hereafter enacted or or-
-22 dained; and also perform such other appropriate
23 duties as may be required by the building cora-

-24 missioner.

1 Sect. 6. Every licensed gas fitter shall dis-
-2 play on his sign, at his place of business, his
3 license number.

1 Sect. 7. On and after September first, eigh-
-2 teen hundred and ninety-seven, no building shall
3 be piped or fitted for gas, nor shall any repairs
4 be made in such piping or fittings, nor fixtures
5 placed, unless a permit shall be granted therefor
6 by the building commissioner.
7 Every licensed gas fitter desiring to perforin
8 any work relating to piping and fitting a building
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9 for gas, or to repair same or place fixtures there-
-10 in, shall file an application therefor at the office of
11 the building commissioner, giving the correct 10-12
12 cation, name and address of owner, purpose and
18 material of building, and a full and complete
14 statement of the work proposed and material to
15 be used, and shall if required by said building
16 commissioner furnish a plan thereof; all materials
17 used shall be of standard quality, and shall be
18 subject to the approval of the building com-
-19 missioner.

1 Sect. 8. No gas pipe which may be intro-
-2 duced into any building shall be let into the
3 timbers, beams, or girders, unless the same be
4 placed within thirty-six inches of the same; and
5 in no building shall the said pipes be let into the
6 timbers, beams, or girders more than two inches
7 in depth.
8 All gas brackets shall be placed at least three
9 feet below any ceiling or woodwork, unless the

10 same is properly protected by a shield, in which
11 case the distance shall not be less than eighteen
12 inches.
13 No swinging or folding gas bracket shall be
14 placed against any stud partition or woodwork.
15 Gas lights shall not be placed or maintained
16 near window curtains or any other combusible
17 material without being protected by a sufficient
18 shield.

1 Sect. 9. Any person violating any provisions
2 of this act shall be deemed guilty of a misde-
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3 meaner, and shall be subject to a fine of not
4 exceeding one hundred dollars for each and every
5 offence, and if such person has received a license
6 under this act his license may be revoked by the
7 building commissioner, and said commissioner
8 may forbid him to engage in or work at the
9 business of gas fitting in the city of Boston for

10 a period not exceeding one year.
11 Any person engaging in or working at the
12 business of gas fitting in the city of Boston
13 during the time he has been forbidden so to do
14 shall be subject to a fine not exceeding one
15 hundred dollars for every such offence.

1 Sect. 10. The building commissioner herein-
-2 before mentioned may expend such portion of all
3 fees collected by him under the provisions of
4 this act as shall become necessary to properly
5 perform all duties required by the passage of
6 this act.
7 The said commissioner 'shall include in his
8 annual report to the city council a report of the
9 proceedings of the building department under

10 this act, and shall include therein a report of the
11 board of examiners appointed under this act,
12 giving their proceedings during the year to Feb-
-13 ruary first.

1 Sect. 11. All acts or parts of acts inconsis-
-2 tent herewith are hereby repealed. This act shall
3 take effect upon its passage, and shall take full
4 effect September first, eighteen hundred and
5 ninety-seven.






