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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ninety-sevc

AN ACT
To provide for the Discharge of Persons arrested for

Drunkenness in the City of Boston in Certain
Cases.

iii RIk led ,s

General Court assembi Ih

folk>(W

1 Section 1. Any person arrested for drunken-
-2 ness in the city of Boston may make to the officer
3 in charge of the place of custody in which he is
4 confined a written statement, giving his name and
5 address, and declaring that he has never been
6 arrested for drunkenness before, or that, having
7 been so arrested, he has been tried and acquitted,
8 together with a request to be released from cus-
-9 tody. If the officer who receives such statement
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10 shall be satisfied that it is probably true, and
11 shall so endorse thereon, he may release from
12 custody the person mating the same, pending in-
-13 vestigation by a probation officer. Each state-
-14 ment made as aforesaid shall be referred by the
15 officer receiving the same to a probation officer,
16 who shall at once inquire into the truth or falsity
17 thereof, and shall endorse thereon over his own

18 signature, for the use of the court having juris-
-19 diction of the case, the result of the investigation.
20 If said investigation sustains the truth of said
21 statement, the court may thereupon direct that
22 such person be released from custody without
23 bringing him into court, if he has not been
24 released. If the investigation shows that the
25 statement made by a person who has been released
26 from custody as aforesaid, was true, no further
27 action shall be taken in his case. If it shall
28 appear to the probation officer to be untrue, he
29 shall so notify the officer who made the arrest,
30 and he shall make a complaint against said person
31 for drunkenness. Ho officer making an arrest
32 shall be liable for illegal arrest or imprisonment
33 if the person arrested shall be released from
34 custody upon his own request, as herein pro-
-35 vided.

1 Sect. 2. Every person arrested for drunken-
-2 ness when he has recovered from his intoxication,
3 shall be informed by the officer in charge of the
4 place in which he is kept in custody of his right
5 to request to be released as hereinbefore provided.
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6 If he shall not make such request, or if he shall
7 not be released, as hereinbefore provided, the
8 officer making the arrest shall make complaint
9 against him for drunkenness.

1 Sect. 3. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.
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