
HOUSE ATo. 382.

House of Representatives, Fe
lave by Mr, Cullinane of Lawre:

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ninetv-sevc

AN ACT
Relative to the Labor of Prisoners.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Benresentativi21

General Court assembled, and by the authority of th
Um

1 Section 1. Persons confined in the state or
2 county penal or reformatory institutions or in the
3 county jails or houses of correction shall be era-
-4 ployed in manufacturing articles required to be
5 used in the public institutions of this Comrnon-
-6 wealth and the several counties thereof, and shall
7 not be employed in manufacturing any article to
8 be sold to the public.

(EommontDedtl) of iilassacljusctts.

1 Sect. 2. The general superintendent of prisons
2 and the chairmen of the county commissioners of
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3 the several counties shall constitute a joint board
4 for the purpose of regulating the labor of prison-

5 ers in such a way as to carry out the provisions
6 of this act. Said joint board shall meet as soon

7 as may be, after the passage of this act, at such
8 time and place as may be determined by the gov-
-9 ernor, and shall, at such first meeting adopt such

10 rules as may be necessary for the government of
11 the joint board, which rules may be amended and
12 extended from time to time by said board. Said
13 rules shall prescribe the time and place of hold-
-11 ing the annual meeting of the joint board and
15 such other regular meetings as may be deemed
1G necessary, and shall also determine the manner in
17 which special meetings may be called.

1 Sect. 3. As soon as may be after its organi-
-2 zation said joint board shall determine the
3 manner in which the inmates of the penal and
4 reformatory institutions of the Commonwealth,
5 county jails and houses of correction shall be
G employed. Said board shall make a schedule of
7 articles of manufacture which are required to be
8 used in the public institutions of the Common-
-9 wealth and of the several counties, and shall

10 determine the precise manufactures to be carried
11 on at each institution. They shall also, after
12 determining the probable consumption of such
13 articles regulate the hours of labor in each insti-
ll tution so that the same may be as nearly uniform
15 as possible. In no case shall the hours of labor
1G exceed six hours per day. If the consumption of
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17 articles produced does not require six hours of

18 labor a day, the number of hours shall be reduced
19 so that the production will not exceed the con-
-20 sumption. The articles, when manufactured,
21 shall be distributed to the various penal, reform-

-22 atory and charitable institutions in such quantities
23 as said board shall determine.

1 Sect. 4. In order to equip the various institu-
-2 tions for the manufactures or industries ordered
3 by said joint board to be carried on at such insti-
-4 tutions, said board may purchase the necessary
5 machinery and appliances therefor and may pro-
-6 vide for their installation at the expense of the
7 Commonwealth. Said board shall also purchase
8 at the expense of the Commonwealth such mate-
-9 rials required for such manufactures and shall

10 furnish them to the institutions where such manu-
-11 facture is carried on.

1 Sect. 5. On or before the first Wednesday in
2 January in each year said board shall report to
3 the governor and council the total expenditure
4 under this act for each institution, and the amount
5 and value of the articles manufactured and sup-
G plied to each institution during the previous year,
7 and shall state in their report what part of the
8 expense incurred should be reimbursed to the
9 Commonwealth by the several counties, and what

10 part of the total expense should be borne by the
11 Commonwealth. The governor and council may
12 approve of said apportionment or alter the same
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13 as they see fit; and the amount finally appor-
-14 tioned to each county shall be certified to the
15 state treasurer, who shall collect the same from
16 the several counties as a part of the state tax.

1 Sect. 6. After the passage of this act no ar-
-2 tide shall be manufactured at any institution of
3 this Commonwealth or of any county thereof,
4 except for the purposes specified in this act; pro-
-5 vided, that this act shall not invalidate any out-
-6 standing contracts.

1 Sect. 7. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.


