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House of Representatives, Feb. 2,1897
[lntroduced on leave by Mr. Myers of Cambridge ]

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ninety-seven.

AN ACT
To authorize Street Railway Companies to make

certain Contracts and Leases.
Be it enacted by the /Senate and House of Representative

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of thi

mne, as folk

1 Section 1. Two street railway companies
2 incorporated under the laws of this Common-
-3 wealth, whose railways connect with or intersect
4 each other or together form a continuous line,
5 may contract that either company shall perform
6 all the transportation upon and over the railway
7 of the other; and any such company may lease
8 its railway, franchise and property to any other
9 such company: provided, that no such contract
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10 or lease shall be valid or binding until the terms
11 thereof have been agreed to by a majority of
12 the directors, and approved at meetings called
13 for the purpose by the vote of a majority in
14 interest of the stockholders of each of said
15 companies, and have also been approved as law-
-16 ful and consistent with the public interest by the
17 board of railroad commissioners in the manner
18 provided by law: provided, also, that the facil-
-10 ities for travel on either of the railways of the said
20 companies shall not be diminished, or the rates of
21 fare increased; and the income arising from
22 such contracts or leases shall be subject to the
23 provisions of law as regards the right to reduce
24 their fares, in the same manner as that arising
25 from the use of the railways.

1 Sect. 2 The railways of two street railway
2 companies shall be deemed to connect with or
3 intersect each other or to form a continuous line,
4 within the meaning of the preceding section, if
5 one of such railways connects with or intersects
6 or forms a continuous line with a railway leased
7 to the other, or operated by it under a contract
8 as authorized by said section.

1 Sect. 3. No street railway company shall
2 lease or contract for the operation of its railway
3 for a period of more than ninety-nine years
4 without the consent of the general court.

1 Sect. 4. A street railway company which
2 contracts for the operation or takes a lease of
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3 another railway as aforesaid, shall, in accordance
4 with the terms of such contract or lease, have and
5 enjoy the powers and privileges, and shall be
6 subject to the duties, liabilities and restrictions of
7 the company owning the same.

2 passage.
1 Sect. 5. This act shall take effect upon its




