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satisfaction of the clerk or registrar that a party so re-

quired is unable, by reason of illness, to appear, such notice

may be given on behalf of such party, by his or her parent
or legal guardian, or, in case there is no parent or legal

guardian competent to act, by the physician certifying

to the illness, or by the other party irrespective of such
other party's residence. The oath to such notice shall be
to the truth of all the statements contained therein whereof
the party subscribing the same could have knowledge, and
may be given before the clerk or registrar or before a regu-
larly employed clerk in his office designated by him in

writing and made a matter of record in the office. No fee

shall be charged for administering such oath. In towns
having an assistant clerk or registrar, he may administer
the oath. Approved April 18, 1933.
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C/iap. 128 ^N ^<^T FURTHER REGULATING THE APPOINTMENT OF
CONSTABLES.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Chapter forty-one of the General Laws, as appearing in

the Tercentenary Edition thereof, is hereby amended by
inserting after section ninety-one A the following new
section:— Section 91 B. Constables shall not be appointed
by mayors or selectmen under section ninety-one or ninety-

one A except as hereinafter provided. A person desiring to

be appointed as aforesaid shall make a written application

therefor to the appointing authority stating his reasons for

desiring such appointment and such information as may be
reasonably required by said authority relative to his fitness

for said office. Such application shall also contain a
statement as to the moral character of the appHcant signed

by at least five reputable citizens of the city or town of his

residence, one of whom shall be an attorney-at-law. The
appointing authority shall also investigate the reputation
and character of every applicant and his fitness for said

office. The chief of police or other official having charge of

the police shall upon request give the appointing authority
all possible assistance in making such investigation. The
office of constable shall be filled only by appointment of an
applicant hereunder who is found by the appointing
authority, after investigation as aforesaid, to be a person of

good repute and character and qualified to hold said office.

Approved April 18, 1933.

Chap.129 ^N ^^'^ RELATIVE TO THE USE AND MANAGEMENT OF REAL
ESTATE OF A DECEDENT BY HIS EXECUTOR OR ADMINISTRA-
TOR FOR THE PURPOSE OF THE PAYMENT OF DEBTS FROM
THE RENTS THEREOF.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

G. L. (Ter. Chapter two hundred and two of the General Laws is

Mw'slrtlon hereby amended by inserting after section four, as appear-
after § 4.
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ing in the Tercentenary Edition thereof, the following new
section : — Section J^A . If the personal property of a de-

ceased person appears to be insufficient to pay his debts,

the probate court may, subject to the rights of the widow
under section one of chapter one hundred and ninety-six,

after notice, authorize the executor or administrator to

take charge of the real property of the deceased or any part

thereof and collect the rents thereof for such period of time
as the court deems proper, and, during such period, to make
necessary repairs and do all other things which it may
consider needful for the preservation of such real property
and as a charge on the interest of the decedent therein;

provided, that if any person interested in the estate shall

give bond as provided in section thirteen, no such authoriza-

tion shall be given. The balance, if any, of said rents,

subject to rights of dower or curtesy, and the rights of the

widow and minor children of the decedent under section

two of chapter one hundred and ninety-six, shall be assets

in the hands of the executor or administrator for the pay-
ment of debts in like manner as are the proceeds of real

property sold for the payment of debts. An order giving

authority to the executor or administrator as aforesaid

shall have effect, notwithstanding an appeal therefrom,

until it is otherwise ordered by a justice of the supreme
judicial court. Approved April 18, 1933.
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C/iap. 130An Act extending the time for appeals from the
refusal of assessors to abate taxes.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. Section sixty-four of chapter fifty-nine of g. l. (Xer.

the General Laws, as appearing in the Tercentenary Edi- ai^end^e^d.^^^'

tion thereof, is hereby amended by striking out, in the
second line, the word "thirty" and inserting in place thereof

the word :— sixty, — so that the first paragraph will read
as follows :

— A person aggrieved by the refusal of assessors Appeal to

to abate a tax may, within sixty days after receiving the mi^"io^nerT'

notice provided in the preceding section, appeal therefrom from refusal of

by filing a complaint with the clerk of the county com- abate "ta^x.**

missioners, or of the board authorized to hear and determine
such complaints, for the county where the property taxed
lies, and if on hearing the board finds that the property
has been overrated, it shall make a reasonable abatement
and an order as to costs. If the list of personal property
required to be brought in to the assessors was not brought
in within the time specified in the notice required by sec-

tion twenty-nine, no tax upon personal property shall be
abated unless the appellate board finds good cause for this

delay or unless the assessors have so found as provided in

section sixty-one. A tax or assessment upon real estate
may be abated whether or not a list of property was brought
in within the time specified by the notice required by sec-


