
HOUSE No. 463.

House of Representatives, Feb. 3, 1897
[lntroduced on leave by Mr. Keeton of Petersham.]

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ninety-seven.

AN ACT
For the Better Enforcement of Existing Laws relating to the

Sale of Oleomargarine made in Imitation of Yellow Butter.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, asfollows:

1 r Section 1. When complaint is made on oath to a court
2 or trial justice authorized to issue warrants in criminal cases
3 that a quantity of any article, product or compound made
I wholly or partly out of any fat, oil or oleaginous substance
5 or compound thereof not produced from unadulterated milk
6 or cream from the same, which is then and there in imitation of
7 yellow butter produced from pure unadulterated milk or cream
8 of the same, is then and there unlawfully kept in storage or
9 for sale in a particular house or place, the court or trial justice

10 may receive said complaint and thereon issue a warrant to
11 search the said house or place for such property.
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1 Sect. 2. An agent of the dairy bureau or an inspector
2 of food and drugs of the state board of health, or an inspector
3 of milk in any city or town, or an agent of either of said in-
-4 specters, may, without a warrant, arrest any person whom he
5 may find in the act of unlawfully peddling, selling or dcliver-
-6 ing oleomargerine, butterine or any substance made in imita-
-7 tion or semblance of pure yellow butter from any cart, wagon
8 or other similar vehicle, and detain the said person and the
9 vehicle and contents thereof in some place of safe keeping

10 until a warrant can be procured for the seizure of said
11 oleomargarine, butterine or substance made in imitation or
12 semblance of pure yellow butter, and the cans or vessels con-
-13 taining the same, and for the arrest of the said person; and
14 the inspector or agent making such arrest shall forthwith make
15 complaint to the court or magistrate having jurisdiction and
16 apply for a search-warrant to perfect such seizure.

1 Sect. 3. All search-warrants issued under the provisions of
2 this act shall be directed to an agent of the dairy bureau or to
3 an inspector of food and drugs of the state board of health or
4 to an inspector of milk of a city or town or to an agent of said
5 inspectors, commanding the said agent or inspector to search,
6 in the daytime, such house, place or vehicle, and seize the
7 property described in said complaint, and securely keep the
8 same until final action is had thereon; and also to arrest the
9 person in whose possession or custody the said property is then

10 and there found.

1 Sect. 4. When property is seized under the provisions of
2 this act, before a final decree shall issue, the court or magistrate
3 shall issue a written notice under seal setting forth the substance
4 of the complaint, and commanding the persons, if any, in
5 whose possession or custody the property was found, and the
6 owner, if known, and all other persons claiming any interest in
7 said property, to appear before said court or magistrate at a
8 time and place named in said notice, to show cause it any they
9 have why the property seized should not be disposed of accord-

-10 ing to section six of this act.
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1 Sect. 5. The provisions of sections seven, eight and ten
2 of chapter two hundred and twelve of the Public Statutes of
3 the Commonwealth shall apply to all seizures under this act.

1 Sect. 6. If upon trial the property seized, or any part
2 thereof, is adjudged to have been unlawfully kept, the same
3 shall be treated with acids or alkalies, as the court or magistrate
4 shall order, and the product thereof shall be delivered to the
5 chief of the district police force of said Commonwealth, and
6 the said chief shall thereupon sell the same and pay over the
7 amount received therefor to the treasurer of the county in
8 which the said property was seized. If the same is not found
9 to be unlawfully kept it shall be delivered to the person from

10 whom and the place from which it was seized.

1 Sect. 7. This act shall take effect upon its passage.




