
HOUSE .... No, 622.

House of Representatives, Feb. 4, 1897.
[lntroduced on leave by Mr. Blaney of Boston.]

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ninety-seven.

AN ACT
Relative to the Board of Election Commissioners of

the City of Boston.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as folic

1 Section 1. Chapter four hundred and forty-
-2 nine of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and
3 ninety-five is hereby amended by adding at the
4 end of section four the following words: “Said
5 board shall appoint as subordinates in their de-
-6 partraent such number of assistant registrars of
<7

.
l ii i .7 voters as they shall deem necessary to assist them

8 in performing their duties.”
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Sect. 2. Section eight of said chapter is
hereby amended by striking out all of said sec-
tion as amended by section two of chapter three
hundred and sixty-three of the acts of the year
eighteen hundred and ninety-six, and inserting in
place thereof the following:

Section 8. If on or before five o’clock on the
third day next succeeding the day of any election
in any ward of said city ten or more'qualified
voters of such ward shall sign (adding thereto their
respective residences on the first day of May of
that year), swear to and file with said board of
election commissioners a statement that they have
reason to believe and do believe that the records
(or copies of records) made by the election officers
of certain precincts in said wards are erroneous
(specifying wherein they deem they are in error),
and that they believe a recount of the ballots east
in such precincts will affect the election of one or
more candidates voted for at such election (speci-
fying the candidates), or will affect the decision
of a question voted upon at such election (specify-
ing the question), said board, provided the differ-
ence between the number of votes cast for candi-
dates voted for by wards shall not be more than
five per cent., those voted for by districts three
per cent, and those voted for on a general ticket
two per cent, of the vote cast for the candidate
receiving the highest vote on the ticket for the
same office; and provided also, when the differ-
ence between the number of votes cast on ques-
tions voted upon is not more than two per cent.
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33 of the highest vote cast on said question, shall,
34 without delay open the envelopes containing said
35 ballots, recount the same and determine the ques-
-36 tions raised. If, however, the difference between
37 the number of votes east for contesting candidates,
38 or on questions voted upon, is greater than the
39 percentage named in this section, a recount of
40 votes cast at any election shall not be made by
41 said board except on a petition filed with said
42 board, signed and sworn to by twenty registered
43 voters of said ward, district or city, as the case
44 may be, alleging illegality or fraud, and the pro-
-45 duction of satisfactory evidence to said comrais-
-46 sioners tending to sustain the charges set forth in
47 said petition. Said board may employ such assist-
-48 ance as they may deem necessary in making any
49 such recount, and the chairman of the city com-
-50 mittee representing the largest political party and
51 the chairman of the city committee representing
52 the second largest political party may in writing
53 designate two persons, or such further number as
54 said commissioners may allow, to be present and
55 witness the count; and said board shall allow each
56 candidate whose election is in question, or his
57 representative to be present; and said board may
58 allow representatives of other political parties and
59 other persons to be present and witness the re-
-60 count. After making any such recount said
61 board shall again enclose all such ballots in their
62 proper envelopes, seal each envelope with a seal
63 provided for the purpose and certify upon each
64 envelope that the same has been opened and again
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65 sealed in conformity to law, and shall likewise
66 make and sign a statement of their determination
67 of the questions raised and alter and amend such
68 records as have been found erroneous, in accord-
-69 ance with such determination, and the records so
70 amended shall stand as the true records of the
71 election.

Sect. 3. Section six of said chapter, as
amended by section one of chapter three hundred
and sixty-three of the acts of the year eighteen
hundred and ninety-six is hereby amended by
striking out in the thirty-third, thirty-fourth and
thirty-fifth lines the words: “and in case the ap-
plicant shall fail to present such certificate, bill or

notice, he shall be required to otherwise satisfy
said commissioner as to said residence,” so that
said section as amended will read as follows :
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Section 6. Said board of election commission-

ers shall, between the fifteenth day of June and
the first day of October in the year eighteen
hundred and ninety-six, and in every tenth year
thereafter, make a new general register of the
qualified male voters of said city.
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Said general register shall be prepared in the
manner provided by law for preparing general
registers, but in determining the residence of any
voter for registration, said election commissioners
shall receive as prima facie evidence of such resi-
dence a certificate from the assessors of taxes or
a tax bill or notice from the collector of taxes in
said city showing that such person has been
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25 assessed for a poll tax as a resident of said city-
-26 on the first day of May. Changes may be made
27 in said new general register on account of illegal
28 registration, and after the year in which a new

29 general register is made all laws relating to gen-
-30 eral registers of voters shall be applicable to said
31 new general registers, and the annual registers
32 and voting lists of said city shall be prepared
33 therefrom in the manner provided by law for
34 preparing annual registers and voting lists in
35 cities. Until the first day of September of the
36 years designated for preparing new general regis-
37 ters voters may be registered at the central
38 registration office in said city, and during the
39 month of September of said years said board shall
40 keep open one or more places for registration in
41 each ward of said city, as said board shall deem
42 sufficient, where, together with said central regis-
43 tration office in said city, registration of the
44 citizens shall be made daily from eight o’clock in
45 the forenoon to ten o’clock in the afternoon,
46 except Sunday. And in such years of general
47 registration said board shall have authority to
48 appoint such additional assistant registrars as in
49 their judgment may be necessary to carry out the
50 provisions of this act. Said registrars to be
51 appointed so as to equally represent the two
52 largest political parties.

1 Sect. 4. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.








