
HOUSE No. 684.

[Bill accompanying the petition of the mayor of Cambridge. Cities

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ninety-seven

AN ACT
Relative to Guardians of Spendthrifts.

Be it enacted by the Senate
in General Court assembled.

and House of Representatives
and by the authority of the

same , as folic

1 Section eight of chapter one hundred and thirty-
-2 nine of the Public Statutes is hereby amended in the
3 first sentence by striking out in the fifth and sixth lines
4 thereof the words “ mayor and aldermen or selectmen
5 of the city or town of which ” and inserting instead
6 thereof the words “ overseers of the poor of the city or
7 town and, in towns in which other persons have not been
8 chosen overseers of the poor, the selectmen of the town
9 of which city or town ” and also by inserting in the

10 seventh line thereof after the word “chargeable” the
11 words “or relation or relations of such spendthrift” so
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12 that the said first sentence as hereby amended shall read
13 as follows, namely :

14 Section 8. When a person, by excessive drinking,
15 gaming, idleness, or debauchery of any kind, so spends,
16 wastes or lessens his estate as to expose himself or his
17 family to want or suffering, or any city or town to charge
18 or expense for his support or for the support of his family,
19 the overseers of the poor of the city or town and, in
20 towns in which other persons have not been chosen over-
-21 seers of the poor, the selectmen of the town of which
22 city or town such spendthrift is an inhabitant or resident,
23 or upon which he is or may become chargeable or a rela-
-24 tion or relations of such spendthrift may present a com-
-25 plaint to the probate court, setting forth the facts and
26 circumstances of the case and praying to have a guardian
27 appointed.
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