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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ninety-seven,

AN ACT
To Amend the Charter of the City of Boston.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
'n General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
ame, as follows:
1 Section 1. Nominations of candidates for the
2 board of aldermen in the city of Boston, made by
3 a political party which at the preceding annual

CommoutDcalt!) of ittassadjuoetts.

4 State election polled for Governor at least three
5 per cent, of the entire vote cast in the State for
6 that office, shall be made directly in caucuses and
7 not by conventions or committees.

1 Sect. 2. The provisions of chapter five hun-
-2 dred and seven of the acts of eighteen hundred
3 and ninety-five, relative to the nomination of can-
-4 didates for an elective office, and acts in amend-
-5 raent thereof, shall apply to the nomination of
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6 candidates for the board of aldermen, except as
7 follows; The nomination papers shall each con-

-8 tain the signatures of not less than twenty legal
9 voters of the ward in which the candidate is a

10 voter (and said voters shall be of the same polit-
-11 ical party as the candidate); each nomination
12 paper shall contain, or shall be accompanied by
13 an acceptance of the candidacy signed by the
IT candidate; a nomination paper shall contain the
15 name of but one candidate; on the official caucus
16 ballot, against the name of the candidate for the
IT board of aldermen, shall be printed the number of
18 the ward in which he is a voter; on the said bal-
-19 lot, in connection with the name of the several
20 candidates for the said board, shall be printed,
21 “vote for twelve from twelve different wards,” or
22 words to that effect; if a voter marks a cross (X)
23 against the names of two or more candidates for
24 the board of aldermen who are residents of the
25 same ward, or does not vote for twelve candi-
-26 dates, his vote for candidates for that office shall
27 not be counted.

1 Sect. 3. The twelve candidates for the board
2 of aldermen who, in the several wards of the city,
3 receive the highest aggregate number of votes, as
4 shown by the returns made to the board of elec-
-5 tion commissioners, shall be deemed to be the
6 nominees for that office of the political party at
7 whose caucuses said candidates have been voted
8 for, and the said board shall cause the names of
9 the said twelve candidates to be placed upon the
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10 official ballots to be used in the several wards at
11 the ensuing city election. Each legal voter of
12 the city of Boston shall be entitled in any elec-
-13 tion of aldermen of said city, to vote for any of
14 the candidates whose names are so placed upon
15 the ballot, provided that no voter shall vote for
16 more than seven candidates for aldermen.

1 Sect. 4. On and after the first Monday of
2 January eighteen hundred and ninety-eight, the
3 common council of the city of Boston shall be
4 composed of fifty members, and there shall be
5 elected at the annual municipal election in eigh-
-6 teen hundred and ninety-seven two councilmen
7 from each ward in the manner now provided by
8 law for the nomination and election of members
9 of said common council.

1 Sect. 5. All meetings of the board of alder-
-2 men or common council shall be public, and
3 neither the board of aldermen nor the common

4 council shall hold secret or executive sessions,
5 nor shall they meet and deliberate in secret as a
6 committee of the whole or as a committee upon
7 any subject matter or department.

1 Sect. 6. The terms of office of all officers
2 appointed by the mayor, except those of members
3 of boards, shall, unless sooner expiring by limita-
-4 tion, expire on the thirty-first day of January, in
5 the year eighteen hundred and ninety-eight;
6 except the auditor, whose term shall expire on
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7 the thirty-first of January, eighteen hundred and
8 ninety-nine, and the terms of all members of
9 boards expiring on April thirtieth of any year

10 shall expire on January thirty-first of such year,
11 and the mayor shall thereafter appoint, without
12 confirmation by the board of aldermen, all mem-

-13 bers of boards for the terms provided by law,
11 and all other officers shall be appointed by him
15 without confirmation by the board of aldermen,
16 for the term of two years, each term beginning
17 with the first day of February in the year of ap-
-18 poiutment. All such officers shall continue to
19 hold office after the expiration of their term, until
20 their respective successors are appointed and
21 qualified. All of said officers and members may
22 be removed by the mayor during their term of
23 office, for cause to be stated in the order of re-
-21 moval: provided, that the city auditor shall not
25 be removed or superceded during his term of
26 office, unless the mayor shall certify after a public
27 hearing upon definite charges preferred against
28 the auditor, that the public interests require such
29 removal.

1 Sect. 7. In addition to the duties as now de-
-2 fined by law and ordinance, the auditor shall at
3 least once a year examine and audit the books
1 and accounts of the several departments and
5 trusts, and all other accounts in which the city is
6 interested, and shall submit to the mayor and to
7 the city council the result of such examination
8 and audit; shall notify the mayor whenever the
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9 appropriation for any department or object has
10 been so far drawn upon that in his opinion the
11 balance remaining will not be sufficient for the
12 needs of the department or object for the re-
13 mainder of the financial year; shall not allow any
14 appropriation to be overdrawn, or the appropria-
15 tion for one department or item of expense to be
16 drawn upon for any other department or item;
17 shall have power, and it shall be his duty, when-
18 ever a warrant, claim, bill or demand against the
19 city or county or involving a payment from the city
20 or county treasury, is presented to him, to require
21 satisfactory evidence that the amount claimed is
22 justly and legally due, and that the city or county
23 is legally liable to pay said amount, and he may
24 for this purpose summon before him any officer,
25 agent or employee of the city, or any other per-
26 son, and may examine such officer, agent, em-

27 ployee or person, on oath ; may require any pa-
28 pers, books or documents relating to the affairs
29 of the city to be produced before him for exarain-
30 ation, and may require the advice or assistance of
31 the law department. He shall not approve or
32 allow for payment any warrant, claim, bill or de
33 mand of any character which is not properly
84 vouched and approved, which has not been in-
35 curred with due warrant of law, and which is not
36 a legal claim.

1 Sect. 8. There shall be established as an

2 adjunct to the government of said city, a munic-
-3 ipal board of commerce and finance consisting
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of seven members, who shall be chosen as fol-
lows : In the month of December of every year
in which a mayor is to be elected, the Boston
Associated Board of Trade shall choose two
members and the Boston Chamber of Commerce,
the Merchants’ Association, the Real Estate Ex-
change, the Clearing House Association and the
Shoe and Leather Exchange, shall each choose
one member to serve for the term of two years,
from the first Monday of January next ensuing.
The persons receiving certificates of election as

such members, signed by the several presidents
and secretaries of said organizations, shall respect-
ively be deemed to be chosen as aforesaid. Said
board shall organize annually on the first Monday
of January, by the choice of a chairman and
secretary; shall keep a record of all its proceed-
ings, and shall be provided by the mayor with a
suitable room in the city hall for the holding
of its meetings and with necessary clerical
assistance. The functions of said board shall
be purely advisory. It shall in its discretion
report in writing upon any matter or question
pertaining to the development of commerce,
trade, transportation or industry, or to public
finance or taxation, which may be referred to
it for investigation or consideration, either by
the mayor or by the city council, and it may
upon its own initiative and without such refer-
ence, take up the investigation or consideration
of any such matter or question, and address a

commflnication embodying its conclusions to the
mayor, the city council or the general court,
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37 or may appear before any committee of the
88 city council or of the general court, or before
39 any other public authority.

1 Sect. 9. All municipal officers, including
2 members of the city council shall be liable to
3 suspension and removal from office for any
4 corrupt act or practice, for malfeasance, mis-
5 management, mental incapacity or incompetency
6 for the proper performance of official duties
7 for extortion, for willfully concealing any
8 fraud committed against the city; for be-
9 ing beneficially interested directly, or indi-

-10 rectly, in any contract with the city, or

11 for receiving any gift or present from any
12 contractor or from any person seeking or engaged
13 in any work for, or furnishing material to, the
14 city ; or from any encumbent or occupant of, or

15 candidate or applicant for any municipal office.
16 Complaint in writing charging any officer with
17 any of the offences herein enumerated, and setting
18 forth the facts upon which the charge is founded?
19 may be made to the supreme judicial court by
20 not less than ten citizens and tax payers, each of
21 whom shall write his occupation and residence
22 opposite his signature, supported by the oaths or

23 affirmations of at least three of the complainants,
24 according to the best of their knowledge, informa-
-25 tion and belief. If, in the judgment of the court,
26 there appears to be reasonable ground for the
27 complaint, the court shall direct it to be filed of
28 record, and shall grant a rule upon the officer
29 complained of, returnable at a day certain to
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appear and answer the complaint. If, on the
return day of the rule, the court, upon considera-
tion of the defence suggested by the officer com-
plained of, finds sufficient cause for further
proceedings, it shall appoint five intelligent and
disinterested citizens as a commission to investi-
gate the charges contained in said complaint,
who, after first being severally sworn to perform
the duties of their office with fidelity, shall have
full power, for that purpose, to examine the
books of the office held by the officer com-
plained of, and any papers, contracts, letters
or documents filed therein, or in other municipal
offices, and to examine witnesses under oath,
whose attendance and testimony the court shall
enforce, if necessary, by subpoena and legal pro-
cess. At any stage of the proceedings, if the
public interests so require, the court may, by an
order to be filed of record in the case, suspend
the officer complained of from office until he shall
be fully tried and acquitted. The commission
shall report to the court in writing, as soon as
possible, the facts found by them, which shall be
filed of record accompanied by the testimony
taken. The clerk of the court shall forthwith
notify the officer complained of that the report
has been filed. If the commission, or a majority
of them, shall find that any ground for removal
exists, they shall specify the ground in their re-
port, and the filing of their report containing such
specification shall operate as a removal from
office, unless within three days after notification
the officer shall appeal to the court. On such ap-
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63 peal the case shall be tried by a single justice and
64 the report of the commission shall have the force
65 and effect of a master’s report in equity. Until
66 the appeal is decided, the officer complained of
67 shall be considered as supended from office, and
68 his place shall be filled temporarily, and his duties
69 performed as the mayor shall direct. If the mayor
70 is suspended or removed, the chairman of the
71 board of aldermen shall act as mayor until the
72 suspension is ended, or until a new mayor can
73 be elected for the remainder of the term, at a

74 special election to be held as the city council may
75 determine. The justice of the court may make
76 such order on the appeal as the public interests
77 require and his decree shall be final, except upon
78 such questions of law as he may reserve for
79 the full court. If the officer complained of is
80 removed from office, the complainants, if repre-
81 sented by counsel, shall be allowed reasonable
82 counsel fees, to be determined by the court and
83 paid by the city, and if the officer complained
84 of is not removed, he shall be allowed, if repre-
85 sented by counsel, reasonable counsel fees, to be
86 determined by the court and paid by the city.
87 Reasonable compensation shall be awarded by
88 the court to the five commissioners, and paid by
89 the city.

1 Sect. 10. All acts and parts of acts incon-
-2 sistent herewith are hereby repealed, and all
3 ordinances or parts of ordinances inconsistent
4 herewith are hereby annulled. This act shall
5 take effect upon its passage.








